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1 THE 
PREFACE 
Eing convinc'd that . nothi 
B her go farther in Debauch: 
in Age than the Srage- 
Poets, I Play Foul: I thought I 
| eculd not employ my Time better than 
in Writing againſt them. Theſe 
J Men ſure, take Virtuc and  Regu- 
larity, for Great Enemies, why elſe 
$ # their DiſattcEtion ſo very Remark- 
J able: It muſt be ſaid, they have 
4 made their Attack with great Cou- 
rage, and gain'd no inconſiderable 
4 Advantage. But it ſeems Lewd- 
J neſs without Atheiſm, is but half 
their Buſineſs, Conſcience might 


Paſig recover, and Reycnge be 
| Mg Thought 


The Prefacc. 


thought on; and therefore like Foot:-. | 
Pads,-they muft not -only Rob, but .' 
Murther. To do them right, their 


Meaſures are Politickly taken: To 


make ſure work -ont, there's no- 


thing like Deſtroying of Principles ; 
PraEtice muſt follow of Courſe, 
For to have no Good Principles, is 


to.have no Reaſon to-be Good: Now 


'tis'not to be expetied that People 
ſhould check their Appctites, and 
baulk their Satisfaftions, they don't 


know why. If. Virtue has no Pro-\ 


ſpe&t, tis not worth the omning. 
Who would be troubled with Con- 
ſcience, if *tis only a Bugbear, and 
has nothing wit but Viſion and 
the 'Splcen ? 

© My Collection from the Engliſh 
Stage, is much ſhort of what They 
are able to furniſh. An Inventory 
of "their Warc-Houſe would have 


been a large Work: But being a-/ 
_fraid}j 
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The Preface. . 
fraid of over-charging the Reader, 
I thought a Pattern might do, 

ht Tranſlating the Fathers, I have 
endeavour d 10. keep cloſe to their 
Meaning : However, in ſome few 
places, Thave taken the . Liberty of 
throwing in a Word or two;; Ts 
clear the Senſe, to preſerve, the >pt- 
rit of the Original, and keep. the 
Engliſh wpor its Legs. 

There's one thine more t0 acquaint 
the Readcr with; *Tis that I have 
Ventured to change the Terms of 
Miſtreſs and Lover, for others ſome- 
what more Plain, but much more Pro- 
per. 1 don't hook upon This as any 
failure in Civility. As Good and 
Evil are difterent in" Themſelves, fo 
they ought to be differently Mark'd. 
To confound them in Speech z is the 
way to confound them in Practice, 
Ill Qualities ozght zo have i]l Names, 
to prevent their being. Catching, 
A 3 Indeed 


The Preface. 
Indeed Things are in @ great meaſure 
Govern'd by Words: 7o Guild over 
a foul Character, ſerves only to per- 
plex the Idea, to encourage the Bad, 
and miſlead the Unwary. To 
treat Honour, and Infamy alike, is 
an myury to Virtue, and @ ſort of 
Levellin g in Morality. I confeſs, 1 
have no Ceremony for Debauchery. 
For toComplement Vice, 3 but one 
- gr from worſhipping the De- 
vil. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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Te Buſineſs of By! is fo tecoms 
inend.,Vertue,and Roptrenance 
Vice; . To ſhew. the Uneertainy: 
ty. of Humane Gre hee 
Nadatin n Turns of Fate, and the Unhaps. 
Fi wo expoſe of. Violence and Injuſtice: 
fo expol; e the Singularities .of Pride 
and Fancy, to make” Folly and Fallg+, 
hood contemptible, and to; bring every 
Thing tliat is Ill under Infamy, and Ne- 
fied” by This.Defign bas been odly pur- 
the Engliſh Stage, Our Ports 

write vith a, different VIEW, , and are. 
gone 1into-another Intereſt, is true, 
were their Intcations fair, they might 
be Serviceab/s to this Perpoſe. They 
have in a great meaſure the Springs of 
Thought and Inc'lination in their Power, 
Show, Maſick, Aion, and Rhetorick, are 
moving Entertainments ; ; and,rightly em- 
ploy'd, would be "ey ſignificant, Y But 
orce 


[ 


The Introduflion. 


Force and Motion are Things indifferent, 
and the Uſe lies chiefly in the Application. 
Theſe Advantages are now, in the Ene«- 
mies Hand, and under a very dangerous 
Management. Like Cannon ſeized, they - 
are pointed the wrong way ; and by rhe 
Strength of the Defence the Miſchief is 
made the greater. That this Complaint | 
15 not unreaſonable, I ſhall endeavour to 
prove by ſhewing the Misbehaviour of 
the Stage, with reſpe&t to Moralzty,.. and 
Religion, Their Liberties in the Follow- 
ing' Particulars are intolerable, ws. 

eir Smuttineſs of Expreſſion ; Their 
Swearing, Prophaneneſs, and Lewd Appli- 
cation of Seripture; Their Abaſe of the 
Clergy, Their making their top Charaters 
Libertines, and giving them Succeſs. in 
their Debauchery, This Charge, with 
ſome other Irregularities, I ſhall make 
good agamft rhe Szage, and ſhew both 
the Novelty and Scandel of the Prattice. 
And firſt, I ſhall begin with the Raxk- 
eſs and Indecency of their Language. 
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CHAP. I. 
The Immodeſty of the Stage. 


N treating this Head, I hope the 

Reader does tot expect that I ſhould 

dowa Chapter aad Page, and .give 
him the Citations at length,... To do 
this would be a very Unacceptable and 
Foreign Employment... Indeed the Paſ- 
lages, many of them, 'are in no. Condi- 
tion to' be handled; He' that, is deſirous 
to ſee theſe Flowers, let him do it in their 
own Soil: *Tis | my Buſineſs; rather to 
kill the' Root than tranſplant it. But 
that the Poets may. not. complain of In- 
juſtice; I ſhall point to the Infeftion at a 
Diſtance, and refer in General to Play 
and Perſor. 

Now among the Curioſities of this 
kind we may reckon Mrs. Pinchwife, 
Horner, and Lady Fiaget in the Country 
Wife ; Widdow. Blackacre and Oliva in 
the Plain Dealer. Theſe, though not all 
the exceptionable Charaters, are the molt 
mgtalyte. I'm forry the Author ſhould 

his Wit thus Low, and uſe his Un- 
derſtanding fo unkindly. Some People 
B 2 ap» 


The JPmmodeſty 


appear Coarſe, and Slovenly out of Po- 
verty : They can't well goto the Charge 
of .Senſc.. They are. ve,like S, 
for want of Neceſlaries. But this is 
none of the Plain Dealer's Cale; He can 
afford his Muſe a better Dreſs when he 
pleaſes: But then the- Rule 1s, where 
the Motive is the leſs, the Fault is the 
One To proceed. ' Jacinta, © Elvira, 
' Daliada,/ and Lady Phant, in the Mock 
Afr ologer, - Spaniſh - Fryar, Love Trium- 
pant and: Double: Dealer, forget them- 
' ſebves© extremely :1i And almoſt all the 
Charatters'in the Ofd* Batchelonr, are foul 
and-naufeous: :Love'tor Love, and the 
- Relipſe,e ſtrike ſometimes upon this Sand, 
and (6 likewiſe does Don Sebaſtian. 
Tdowtpretend to' have read the Srage 
pRrou mither'\am I Particular to'm 
Utmoſt. Here is*quoting enough unleſs 
*twere better: | "Befides, I may have 
occaſion- to mention-ſfomewhat of: this 
kind afterwards. But from what has 
been hinted already;'the Reader may be 
over furnithed. Here is a large-Collecti- 
on of Debauchery; ſuch Peces are rarely 


to -be mer with: *PFis ſometimes paint- 


ed at length too,  and- appears in 'great 
variety of Progreſs -and PraQtife> -- It 
wears almoſt all:1ſorts of - Dreſles:-to 
engage the Fancy, and faſten upon-«the 
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of the Stage, - 
Memory, and keep up the Charm from 
Languithing. Sometimes you have it in 
Image and Deſcription ; fometimes by 
way of Alluſion; fomerimes in diſguiſe ; 
and ſometimes without ut. And whar 
can be the Meaning - of ſuch a Repre- 


ſentation, unleſs it be ro TinQure the. 
Audience, to extinguiſh Shame, and' 


make Lewdneſs a Diverſion ? This 15 
the Natural Conſequence, and therefore 


one would think 'twas the Intention'too. 


Such Licentious Diſcourle tends' to 'no 


Point but to ſtain the Imagination, ' to” 


awaken Folly, and to weaken the De- 
fences of Vertue : It was upon the ac- 
count of theſe Diſorders that | Plaro 'ba- 
niſh'd Poets his Commonwealth: And 


one of the Fathers calls Porztry, Vinum 


Demonum, an intoxicating Lrazght,made 

up of the Devil's ju Ke 
I grant the abuſe of a Thing is no 
Argument againſt the uſe of it. | How» 
ever, Young People particularly, ſhould 
not entertain themſelves with a Lewd 
Picture ; eſpecially when 'tis' drawn by 
a Maſterly Hand. For ſuch a Liberty 
may probably raiſe thoſe Paſſions which 
can neither be diſcharged without Trou-- 
ble, nor ſatisfied without a Crime : 
"Tis not ſafe for a Man to truſt his 
Vertue too far, for fear it ſhould give 
B 3 him 
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. "The Jmmodeſty 
him the ſlip. But the danger of ſuch 
an Entertainment is but part of the Ob- 
jeftion: *Tis all Scandal and Meanneſs 
into the Bargain : It does in effeQt degrade 
Humane Nature; ſinks Reaſon into Ap- 
ite, and breaks down the Diſtinions 
tween Man and Beaſt. Goats and 
Monkeys, it they could ſpeak, would ex- 
ow their - Brutality in ſich Language as 
IS. 
To argue the Matter more at large. 
Smuttineſs is a Fault in Behaviour as 
well as in Religion, "Tis a very Coarlec 
Diverſion, the Entertainment of thoſe 
who are generally leaſt both in Senſe, and 
Station; The looſer part of the Mob, 
have no true reliſh of Decency and Ho- 
nour, and want Education, and Thought, 
to furniſh out a geatile Converſation. Bar- 
renneſs of Fancy makes them ofcen take 
up-. with thoſe Scandalous Liberties. A 
Vitioas Imagination may blot a great deal 
of Paper at this rate with eaſe enough : 
And 'tis poſſible Convenience may ſome- 
times invite to the Expedient. The Mo- 
dern Poets ſeem to uſe Smut as the Old 
Ones did Machixes, to relieve a faintin 
Invention. When Pegaſzs is jaded, K. 
would ſtand ſtill, he is aptlike other Tits, 
to runinto every Puddle. 


Ob- 
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of the Stage. 
- Obſcenity in any Company is a ru- 
tick uncreditable Talent; but a 
Women *tis particularly rude.” Such T 
would be very affrontive in Converſa- 
tion, and not endur'd by any Lady of 
Reputation. Whence then comes it: to 
pa, that thoſe Liberties which diſoblige 
o much in Converſation, ſhould enter- 
tain upon the Szage. - Do the Women 
leave all the regards to Decency and 
Conſcience behind them, when they come 
to the Play-Houſe? Or does the Place 
transform their Inclinations, and turn 
their former Averſions into Pleaſure? Or 
were their Pretences to Sobriety elſewhere 
nothing but Hypocriſy and Grimace? 
Such Suppolitions as theſe are all Satir 
and Invective: They are rude Iimputa- 
tions upon the whole Sex. To treat rhe 
Lades with ſuch Stuff, 'is no better than 
taking their Money to abuſe them, It 
ſuppoſes their Imagination vitious, and 
their Memories ill turnilh'd: That they 
are practiſed in the Language of the Stews, 
and pleas'd with the Scenes of Brutiſh- 
neſs. When at the fame time the Cu- 
ſtoms of Education, and the Laws of 
Decency, are fo very cautious, and re- 
lerv'd 1n regard to Women: I ſay fo 
yery relſerv'd, that "tis almoſt a Faulc for 
them to Underſtand they are ill Uſed, 
B 4 They 
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They. can'rdifcover their DUpuſt without : 
diſadvantage, : nor. Bluſh 'without diſſer- | 
vice! to ther.:Modeſty. 'To- appear with 
any Skill in fuck Cant, looks as' if they 
had- fallen upon ill Converſation ; ' or 
Managed their/'Curiolity amiſs. In a 
word, he that treats the Ladies with ſuch 
Diſcourſe, muſt: conclude either that they 
like it, or they do not.” To ſuppole the | 
firſt, is a groſs: Refleftion upon rheir 
Vertze, And as. for the latter caſe, it 
encertains them with their own Aver- 
fion; which is ill Nature, and ill Man- 
ners enough in all Conſcience. And in 
this' Particular, Cuftom and Conſcience, 
the Forms of Breeding, and the Maxims 
of Religion, are on the ſame fide. In 
other Inſtances Yice is often too faſhionas 
ble; But here a Man can't be a Sinner; 
without being a Clown. 

In this reſpect the Szage is faulty to a 
Scandalous Degree of Nauleouſnels and 
Aggravation. . For | 
 -xft. The Poets make Women ſpeak 

Smuttily, Of This the Places before 
mention'd are ſufficient Evidence : And 
it there was occaſion they might be Mul- 
tiplied to a much _ greater . Number ; 
Indeed the. Comedies arc ſeldom cicar of 
theſe Blemiſhes: And ſometimes you 


bave them in Tragedy, For Inſtance; 
The 


The Orphans Monimis makes a very im- 
proper Deſcription ; And the Royal Le- 


* oor, in the Spaniſh Frier, runs a ſtrange 


th in the Hiſtory of Love, p. 50. 
And do. Princeſſes uſe to make their Re- 
ports with ſuch fulſom Freedoms? Cer» 


. tainly this Leonors was the the firſt Queen 


of her Family. Such Raptures are too 
Luſcious. for Joan of Naples. Are theſe 
the Tender Things Mr. Dryden ſays the 
Ladies call on him for? TI ſuppoſe he 
means the Ladies that are too Modeſt 
to ſhow their Faces in the Pier. This 
Entertainment can be fairly deſign'd for 
none but ſuch. Indeed it hits their Pa- 
late exatly. It regales their Lewdneſs, 
graces their Charatter, and keeps. up 
their Spirits for their Vocation: Now 
to bring Women under ſuch Misbeha- 
viour, is Violence to their Native Mo- 
deſty,and a Miſrepreſentation of their Sex. 


For Modeſty as, Mr. Rapin obſerves, is refle8.up- 
the CharaFer of Women. To repre- 9 Ariſter, 


ſent them without this Quality, is to 
make Monſters of them, and throw 


C. 


them out of their Kind. Exripides, who Eurip. 


was 'no negligent Obſerver of Humane #79" 


Nature, is always careful of this Deco- 
rum. Thus Phedrs, when poſſeſs'd with 
an infamons Paſſion, takes all imagina« 
ble" Pains to conceal it. She is as re 
gular 


Hamlet. 
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ular and referv'd in her Language as 
the moſt vertuous Matron, * I'is true, 
the force of Shame and Deſire; .The 
Scandal of Satisfying, and the difficulcy 
of parting with her Inclinations, diſor- 
der her to Diſtraftion, However, her 
Frenſy is not Lewd; She keeps her 
Modeſty even after She has loſt her 
Wits. Had Shakeſpear {ecur'd this, point 
for his young Virgina Ophelia, the 
Play had been better contriv'd. Since 
he was reſfoly'd to drown the Lady like 
a Kitten, he ſhould have ſer her a 
{wimming a little ſooner. To keep her 
alive only to ſully her Reputation, and 
diſcover the Rankneſs of her Breath, was 
very Cruel. But it may be faid the 
Freedoms of Diſtrattion go for nothing, 


a Fever has no Faults, and a Man” 


nox Compos, may kill without Murther, 
It may be ſo: But then ſuch People 
ought to be kept in dark Rooms, and 
without Company. To ſhew them, or 
let them looſe, is ſomewhat unreaſona- 
ble. But after all, the Modern Stage 


{eems to depend upon this Expedient. 
Women are ſometimes repreſented $S:/y, 
and ſometimes Mad, to enlarge their Li- 
De: Quiz. berty, and ſcreen their Impudence from 
or. Relapſe. Cenſure : This Politick Contrivance we 


Love for 
Love, 


have in Marcella, Hoyden, and Mils: Proe. 
Hows 


LY 
4 


| "{aning, and Colle 


of the Stage, 


However it amounts to this Confeſſion ; 
that Women, when they have their Un- 
derſtandings about them, ought to con- 
verſe otherwiſe, In fine ; Modeſty is 
the diſtinguiſhing Vertue of that Sex, and 
ſerves both for Ornament and Defence : 
Modeſty was defign'd by Providence as 
a Guard to Virtue; And that ic might 
be always at Hand, *tis wrought into 
the Mechaniſm of the Body. *Tis like- 
wiſe proportion'd to the occaſions of 
Life, and ſtrongeſt in Youth when paſſi- 
on is ſo too. *Tis a Quality as true to 
Innocence, as the Senſes are to Health ; 
whatever is ungrateful to the firſt, is pre- 
judicial to the latter. The Enemy no 
ſooner approaches, but the Blood riſes 
in Oppoſition, and looks Defiance to an 
Indecency. . It ſupp! ys the room of Rea- 

10n : Intuitive Know- 
edge can fſcarely make a quicker Im- 
pretfion ; And what then can be a ſurcr 
Guide to the Unexperienced ? It teaches 
by ſudden Inſtinft and Averſion ; This 
is both a ready and a powerful Method 
of Inſtruction. The Tumult of the Blood 
and Spirits, and the Uneaſineſs of the 
Senſation, are of fingular Uſe. They 
ſerve to awaken Reaſon, and prevent 
ſurprize, Thus the Diſtintions of Good 


and 
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and Evil are refreſh'd, and the Tempta- 
tion kept at a proper Diſtance. 
2ly. They Repreſent their ſingle La- 
dys, and Perſons of Condition, under 
theſe Diſorders of Liberty. This makes 
the Irregularity {till more Monſtrous,and 
a greater Contradiction to Nature, and 
Probability-: But rather than not be Viti- 
ous,they will venture to ſpoil a CharaQter, 
This miſmanagement we have partly ſeen 
- — WW already. Jacinta, and Belinds are farther 
Od Both. Proof : And the Double Dealer is particu= 
clu-. larly remarkable, There are but Four La» 
dys inthis Play, and Three of the biggeſt 
ot them are Whores. A Great Compli- 
ment to Quality, to tell them there is not 
above a quarter of them Honeſt ! This was 
not the Roman Breeding. Terence and 
Plants his Strumpets were Little people ; 
but of this more hereafter, 
31y. They have oftentimes not ſo much 
as the poor refuge of a Double Meaning 
to fly to. . Sothat you are under a neceſ[1- 
ty either of taking Ribaldry or Nonlſence. 
And when the Sentence has two Han- 
dles, the worlt is generally turn'd to the 
Audieace. The Matter 1s ſo Contrived 
that the Smut and Scum of the Thought 
riſes uppermoſt ; And,like a Picture drawa 
to Sight, looks always upon the Com- 


pany, 
4ly.And 


S 
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4h. And which is ſtill more extraor- 
dinary, the Prologues, and Epilogues are > 
ſometimes Scandalous, to the laſt degree. ;, 


T ſhall diſcover them for once, and let wife. 


them ſtand like Rocks in the Margin. ©: 
Now here, properly ſpeaking, the A#ors ,;, 
quir the Szage, and remove from FiQtion 
into Life. Here they converſe with the 
Boxes, and Pit, and addreſs direQly to 
the Audience. Theſe Preliminary and 
concluding Parts, are deſign'd to juſtif 

the Conduct of the Play, and beſpea 

the Favour of the Company. Upon ſuch 
Occaſions one would imagine if, ever, 
the Ladies ſhould be uſed with Reſpet, 
and che Mcaſures of Decency obſerv'd. 
But here we have Lewdnels without 
Shame or Example: Here the Poet ex» 
ceeds himſelf. © Here are ſuch Strains as 
would turn. the Stomach of an ordinary 
Debauchee,, and be almoſt nauſeous in 
the Stews. And to make it the more a- 
greeable, Women are commonly pick'd 
out for this Service. Thus the Poet courts 
thegood Opinion-of the Audience, This 
is the Deſert he Regales the Ladies with 
at the Cloſe of the Entertainment ; Te 
{cems, he thinks,” they have admirable 
Palates! Nothing can be a greater Breach 
of Manners than ſuch Liberties as theſe. 
Ita Man woyld Study to outrage Qua- 
lity 


Plaute 


Ciſtellare 


Terent. 
Eunuch. 
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Fity and Virtue, he could not do it more 


EfteQtually. But 


5ty. Smut is ſtill more inſufferable 
with reſpz& to Religion. Tbe Heathen 
Religion was in a great Meaſure a "nt 
ftery of Iniquity. Lewdnelſs was Conlſe- 
crated in the Temples, as well as praftif- 
ed in the Stews, Their Deities were 
great Examples of Vice, and worſhip'd 


With: their own Inclination, ?Tis no 


wonder therefore their Poetry ſhould be 
tinftured with their Belief, and that the 
Stage ſhould borrow ſome of the Liber- 
ties of their Theology. This made Mer- 
cary's Procurin +. | Jupiter's Adultery, 
the more paſſable in Amphitrion: Upon 
this Score Gimnauſium is lels Monſtrous 
in Praying the Gods to ſend her ſtore of 
Gallants. And thus Cheres defends his 
Adventure by the precedent of Jupiter 
and Dazae, But the Chriſtian Religion 
is quite of another Complexion, Both 
its Precepts, and Authorities, are the 
higheſt diſcouragement to Licentiouſaels. 
It forbids the remoteſt Tendencies to 
Evil, baniſhes the Follies of Canverſati- 
on,and obliges up to Sobriety of Thought. 
That which might paſs for Raillery, and 
Entertainment in Heatheniſm, is deteſta- 
ble in Chriſtianity, The Reſtraint of 
the Precept, and the Quality of the 
ks Deity, 


of the Stage. 


Deity , and the —_—_ of Futurity, 
ale. | 


5 


- quitealter the C 


But notwithſtanding the Latitudes of 
Paganiſm, the Roman' and Greek The- 
tres were much more inoftenſive than 
ours. To begin with Plaszws. This Co- 
median, tho* the moſt exceptionable, is 
modeſt upon the Compariſon. For 

1/t. He rarely gives any of the above- 
mention'd Liberties to Women; And 
when there are any Inſtances of the 
contrary, *tis only in Proſtituted and Vul- 

People ; And. even theſe, don't come 
upto the Groflneſs of the Modern Stage. 

For the Purpoſe, - Cleerets the Procu- 
rels borders a little upon Rudeneſs : Lens Ciftellar. 
and Bacchis: the Strumpet are Airy ,,.,., 
and ſomewhat over-merry, but not 
AT Angloiſe obſcene. -Chalinus in Wo» cijn. 
mans Cloaths is the moſt - remarkable. 
Paſicompa, Charinws his Wench, talks t00 Mercar. 
freely tro Lyſimachus; And ſo does So- 4#: 3» 
broclidiſca Slave to Lemmnoſelene. And pwrſa. 

ſly: Phroneſium a Woman of the Town Trucui. 

uſes a double, catendre to $:ratophanes. 
Theſe arc the moſt cenſureble Paſlages, 
and I think all of them with relation to 
to Women; which conſidering how the 
World goes is very moderate. Several 
of our Single Plays ſhall far war” on 

is 


Aſinar. 
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This put together. And yet Plautws has 
upon the matter left us 20'entire Comedles. - 
So that in ſhort, theſe Roman Laſles are 
meer Veſtal Virgins, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing. - 
Os The Mex who talk intemperate- 
ly are generally Slaves; T believe Dor- 
Pio the Pander, and Luſiteles will 
be found the only exception: And, 
this latter young Gentleman; drops but 
one over-airy Exprefſion : And for this 
Freeedom, the Poet ſeems to make him 
ive Satisfaction in the reſt of his 
harafter, He diſputes very handſom- 
ly by himſelf againſt irregular Love; 
The Diſcourſe between 'him and Philro 
is inſtruQtive and well-managed. And 
afrerwards he gives Lesbonicus a great 
deal of ſober Advice, and declaims hearti- 
ly againſt Luxury and Lewdneſs. Now 
by confining his Rudeneſs to little People, 
the Pault is much extenuated. For Firſt, 
the repreſentation is more Natural this 
way ; And which is {till better, *ris not'{o 
likely to paſs into Imitation : Slaves and 
Clowns are not big enough to ſpread In- 
fection; and ſet up an 'f Faſhion, *Tis 
poſſible thePoer might contrive theſe Pef< 
ants Offenſive to dilſcountenance the Prac- 
ice. Thus the Heilots in Sparta were 
made drunk to keep Igtemperance out of 
| is Credit 


WW - 4 
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" Credit. I don't mention this as if I ap-= 


prov'd the Expedienr, -bur only to ſhow 
it a Circumſtance of Mitigation and Ex- 


Farther, Theſe 8/2ves and © Pandars 
ſeldom run over and Play their Gambgls 
before Women. There are but Four In- 
ſtances of this kindas I remember, Olyms- 
pio, Paleſtrio, Dordalus, and Stratilax are 
the Perſons. And the Women they Diſ- 


courſe with, are two of them Slaves, and Trucw!. 


the third a Wench. But with our Dra- 
matiſts, the Caſe is otherwife. With us 
Smuttineſs is ablolute and unconfined. 
*Tis under no reſtraint of Company, nor 
has any regard to Quality or Sex. Gentle- 
men talk it ro Ladies, and Ladies to Gen» 
tlemen,witlall the Freedom and Frequen- 
cy imaginable. This is in earneſt to be 
very hearty in the Cauſe : To give Title 
and Figure to Ill Manners, is the utmoſt 
that can be done. ' If Lewdnels will not 
thrive under ſuch Encouragement,it muſt 
gen miſcarry !. 

4ly. Plautis's Prologues and Epilognes 
are inoftenſive. *Tis true, Lamvinus pre- 
tends to fetch a double extendre out of 
that to Pexulzs, but I think there is a 
Strain in the Conltrution. His Prologae 
to the Coptivi, is worth the obſerving. 


6 F, abu it 
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Fabyle haic operam da. 


Pray mind the Play. The next words 
give the reaſon why it deſerves regarding, 


Non enim pertrattate faits eſt 
Neg; ſpurcidict inſunt verſus immemorabiles, 


We ſee here the Poet confeſſes Smut a 
ſcandalous Entertainment : That ſuch Li- 
berties ought to fall under Negle&t, to 
he unmention'd, and be blotted out of 
Memory. 

And that this was not a Copy of his 
Countenance, we may learn from his 
Compoſitions. His beſt Plays are almoſt 
always Modeſt, and clean Complexion'd. 
His Ampbitryo, excepting the ungenuine 
Addition, is ſuch. His Epidicus, the Ma- 
ſter-piece of his whole ColleQtion, is inot- 
fenſive throughout : And ſo are his Mes 
nechmi, Rudens, and Trinummus, which 
may be reckon'd amongſt ſomeof his next Thi 
Beit. His Tracalentzs, another fine Play 
(though not entire) with a Heathen Al- 
lowance, is pretty Paſſable. Tobe ſhort ; 
Where he is molt a Poet, he is generally 
leaſt a Buffoon. And where the Enter- 
tainment is Smut, there is rarely any other 
Diſk well dreſs'd: The Contrivance is 

com- 


bf the Stage;- 
commonly Wretched, the Senſe lean and 
fullof Quibbles. So that his Underſtand- 
ſeems to have left him whea he began 
to abuſe it. | _ 

To conclude, Plautss does not dilate 
upon the Progteſs, Succeſſes, and- Dif- 
| appointments of Love,, in the Moderp 
les, F'way. This is nice Ground, and there- 
fore he either ſtands off, or walks grave- 
ly over it. He has ſome Regard to the 
Retirements of Modeſty, and the Dignity 
of Humane Nature, and does not ſeem.to 
make Lewdneſs his Bufineſs. To give an 


his Ybauch'd. 

lt F She is ſorry her Spark was forced from 
ad. Fher, and in Danger of being loſt. But 
106 Fthen ſhe keeps within compaſs, and never 
= ties out into Indecency. Alceſimarchas is 
not- 


| wgely {mitten with this Sz/eniam,- and 
almo 


uneaſy. and bluſters, and threatens, but 
is Paſſion goes off in Generals. He Paints 


Play Fo Images of his Extravagance, nor del- 
Al- Teads to any nauſeous Particulars. 

It: And yet after all, Plautus wrote in an 
ally Mge not perfeRly retin'd, and often ſeems 


o deſign his Plays for a V ulgar Capacity. 
was upon this View I ſuppoſe his Cha- 
«Fers exceed Nature, and his ill Features 
C 2 are 


Inſtance : Sz/exium is much gone in Love, C:/eler- 


but Modeſt withal, though tormerly De- 4 


diſtrafted to recover her. Heis jg. 4.4: 


ts 


Heauton. 
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are drawn too large: His Old Men ove 
Credulous, his Miſers Romantic, and hi 
Coxcombs improbably Singular. And *ti 
likely for this reaſon his S/aves might have 
£90 much Liberty. | 
Terence appear'd when Breeding wa 
more exact, and the Towz better poliſh'd 
And he manages accordingly : He ha 
but -one faulty bordering Expreſſion 
which is that of Chremes to Clitipho. Thi 
ſingle Sentence apart, the reſt of his Bod 
is (I think) untullied, and fir for th 
niceſt Converſation. I mean only in re 
ference to the Argument in Hand, fa 
there are things in Him, which I hay 
no intention to warrant. He 1s extreme 
ly careful in the Behaviour of his W« 
men. Neither Glycerium in Anaria, P; 
phila in Eunuchus, or Pamphila in Aath 
phi, Phanium in Phormio, or Philumen 
in Fecyra, have any ſhare of Converl; 
tion upon the Stage. Such Freedom wa 
then thought too much for the Reſerved 
neſs of a Maiden-Character, *Tis trux 
in Heautontimoroumenos the Poet's Plot of 
liged Aztiphila to go under the Diſguik 
of Bacchis her Maid. Upon this Occaſt 
they hold a little Diſcourſe together : Bu 
then Bacchis, though ſhe was a Wo 
of the Town, behaves her fſclt with all ti 
Decency imaginable. She does not tal 


id 


1d *th 
have 


; WA 
ſh'd 
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OVerF in the Language of her Profeſſion ; But 


commends: A#tiphila tor her Vertuer:An- 
tiphila only ſays how conſtant ſhe has been 
to.C/inia,” ſeems Surpriſed at his Arrival, 
and Salutes him -civilly upoii't, - and'we 
hear no morefrom her. Mr. Drydex ſeems. 
to refer to this Condu&t 'in'his Drama. 
tick Poeſje. He Cenſures the Romazrs for 
making ' Mates of their 'fingle. Women; 
This he calls the Breeding 'of the Old Eli 
zabeth way, which was for Muids to be ſeem, 
«1d not to be heard, Under Favour the ol 
Diſcipline would be very ſerviceable upori 
the Szage. As Matters go, - the Mates are 
much to few: 'For certainly ”ris better to 
fay nothing, -than talk out of CharaQter, 
and to ill purpoſe. | 
To return.” The Virgin” injured by 
Cherea does nothing but weep; and won't 
ſo much as ſpeak her Misfortune to the Emuch 
Women.” But'Comedy -is ſtrangely im- 
proved ſince that time; For 'Datlinda has 
"9 deal more Courage, though the Loc T:- 
$ of her Virtue was her own Fault. \ - #7 


) But Terence has that regard for Wo- 
men, that he won't ſo much as touch up- 
on-an il] Subject before them; Thus Chre- 
mes was aſhamed to mention any thing 
about his Son's Lewdneſs when his Wite 
was preſent, 
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_ 4 - Padet dicere bac preſentewerbum turpe. 
| | | 3&4 1 
The Slayes in-this Comedian are kepy 

in order, and civilly bred;;; They Guard 

Eumuct. and Fence: when occalion''requires, and 
1:66 ” ſtep. handſomly over a dirty place. T 
4-2. 3 Poet did not think. Littleneſs and Low 
| Education. a, good Excuſe for Ribah 
dry. He knew. Infection at-the weakeſt; 
might ſeize: on ſome Conſtautions: Be 
lides, the Audience was.a. Superior Pre 
{ence, and;qught to: be chnſider'd. For 
bow Negligenc: loever-People may be at 
Home, yet; when: they come-before their 
Betters, 'tis Manners tologk wholſom. .. 
_ Now though P/autw might have the 
eicher Inyention's. Terence: was always 
thought the -moſt judicious Comedian, 
His Raillery is not only+finer, and his 
Style betterPoli{h'd ; bat his Charters att 
mare juſt; and | he ſeems to bave reach'd 
farther into Lite than the-ather. To rake 
Leave of this Author, even: his Strumpets 
are better behaved than dur honeſt Wo- 
men, than our Women of Quality of the 
Engliſh Stage. Bacchis in Heautontims 
rourmenos, and Bacchis in Heryra, may 
ſerve for Example, They are both mos 
deſt, and converſe not unbecoming their 
Sex. Thai, the molt Accompliſhed 5 


= 


her way, has a great deal of Spirit and Funh- 


of the Stage, 
Wheedling in her Charafter, but talks 
no Smut. 

Thus we ſee with what Caution and So- 

ety of Language Terence manages, *Tis 

le this Conduct might be To own 

odeſty, and reſult from Judgment and 
Inclination. But however his Fancy ſtood, 
hewas ſenſible the Coarie way would nor 
do. The Stage was then under Diſcipline, Cab. 
the Publick Cexſors formidable, and the 3"%; # 
Office of the Choragus was originally. to plays, 
prevent the Excelles, of Liberty, 

To this we may add, the ob/eſs had 
no Reliſh for Obſcenity ; *rwas the ready 
way to Diloblige them. And theretore 
tis Horace's Rule. 


Net inmunda crepent ignominioſaque difFa. De Arte 
Ofendantur enim quibus et Equus & Pater, Poets 


The Old Romans were particularly care- 
ful there Women might not be aitronted 
in Converſation : For this reaſon ths Un» 
married kept oli from Entertainments for 
fear of learning new Language. And in Ver. apud 


Greece no Woman above the degree of a um. 
Slave, was treated Abroad by any but 
Relations, *Tis probable the old Comedy con, p 
was lilenced at Aihers upon this Score, as 
well 
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Ari —_ well as for Defaniation. For as Ariforle 
cp.149, Obſerves, the new-/Set- of Comedians 

were much more modeſt than the former; 

In this Celebrated Republick, if the Poets 
Fir. Eurip. WTOE any thing agamft Religionor Good. 
ed.Cantav. Manners, they were tried for their Miſ 
199+ behaviour, and liable ro the higheſt For- 
feitures. 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
there are no Inſtances of NebauchingMar- 
ried Women,in Plautr,ror Terence;no nor 
yet in Ariſfophanes. But on our Stage how 
common 1s it to make a Lord, a Knight, 
or an Alderman a Cuckold ? The Schemes 
of Succeſs are beaten-out with great va» 
riety, and almoſt drawn up into a Sci- 
ence, How many Snares are laid for the 
undermining of Yertue, and with what 
Triumph is the Victory proclaim'd ?. The 
Fineneſs of the Plot, and the Life of the 
Entertainment often lies in theſe Contri- 
vances. But the Romans had a different 
Senſe of theſe Matters, and ſaw through 
the Conſequences of them. The Govern- 
ment was awake upon the Theatre, and 
would not ſuffer the Abuſes of Honour, 
and Family, to paſs into Diverſion, And 
before we part with thele Comedrans we 
may take notice, that there are no Smutt 
Songs in their Plays ; in which the Englif 
are extremely Scandalous. Now to work 


up 


Love for 
Love, 


of the'Stage.. 


It makes it more portable and at Hand, 
and drives it Stronger upon Fancy and 
PraQtice:- "0 a 


- Todiſpatch the-Latins altogether. Some- 


c« 1s Elean throughout (the Piece, * and 


ſands generally oft from the point of Love. 


2 


up their Lewdnefs with Verſe, and Mu- 1 ave Tis. 
fel; doubles the Farce 'of the' Miſchief, 7 &e- 


He has no Courting unleſs in his Heytules p. 14- 
Furens i And here the Tyrant Lycus ad- £4 $9779: 


dreſſes Meg ara very/briefly, and in Modeſt 
and remote Language. In his Thebazs Oe- 
dipus"s Tnceſt is reported at large, but with- 
out any ſhocking Deſcription. *Tis grant- 
ed Phedrs ſpeaks her Paſſion plainly vu, 
and owns the ſtrength of the Impreſlion, 
and is far leſs prudent than in Exripides. 
But though her Thoughts appear too free- 
ly, her Language is under Diſcipline. 
Let us now travel from Italy into 
Greere, and take a view of the Theatre 
at Athens, -In this City the Sz4ge had 
both its beginning and' higheſt Improve- 
ment. '"A/chylas was the firſt who ap- 
__ with any Reputation. | His Genius 
eems Noble, and his *'Mind Generous, 
willing to transfuſe it lelt into: the Au- 
dience, and inſpire them with a Spirit 
of . Bravery, To this purpoſe his Stile 
Is Pompous, Martial, and Enterpriſing. 
There 15 Drum and Trumpet in his 
Yerle. 


Hi por. 


Ariſt op k. 
Ran. 
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Verſe. *Tis -apt-'to- excite an Heroick 
Ardour, to awaken, warm, and puſh 
forward to ACtion., - But -his Metal is 
not always under Management. - His In- 
clination for the Sublime; carries him too 
far; He is ſometimes. Embarrafs'd with 
Epithets, His Metaphors are too tiff, and 
far ferch'd ; and;he riſes rather in Sound, 
than in Senſe, However generally ſpeak- 
ng, his Materials are both ſhining and 
ſolid; and his Thoughts loſty,: and -un» 
common. This 'Tragedian had always 
a nice regard to. Good . Manners,” .. He 
knew corrupting. the People was the 


greateſt diſſervice tothe Commoawealth ; 


And that Publick Ruine was the efteQt of 
general Debauchery, For this reaſon he 
declines the Buſineſs, of Amours, and de- 
clares expreſly againſt it, Now here we 
can't expect any length of Teſtimony, 
His averſion to, the Subject makes him 
touch very ſparingly upon it. But 1n this 
caſe,there is no need of much citation, His 


. 
= 


very Omiffionsare Arguments,and his E 


 vidence is the ſtronger tor being; ſhort. 


Xonp29p. 
263. E4. 
Steph. 


Oreſt. 43. 501g 


That little I meet with ſhall be produced. 

'1/t. Oreſtes wag obliged by the Oracle 
to- revenge his Father's ' Death in the 
Murther of his:Mother. When he was 
g to kill her, he Mentions her Cuel- 


Ed.Conrab ty, (but waves her Adultery. : Euripides 


ap» 
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ck pprov'd this Reſervedneſs and makes his 
uſh ra practiſe it upon the ſame occaſion. 
[sY  #/chylws in his next Play, complements 
In- his Country... with. a- great- deal .of Ad- 
r00 dreſs in the'-Perfons of the Exmenides. 
vith They are very Gentile. and Poetical in 


and NE their Civilities:: Among other-things they 
nd, # wiſh the Virgins may all. Marry and 
a k- make the Country Populoys; Here the 
and & Poer; do's but juſt glance upon the Sub- _— 
uns jea' of Love ;. and yet he governs the **?* 
'ays Y Expreſſion with ſuch care, that;the wiſhes 

He F Tontain a Hint. to Sobriety, and; carry a 

the Face of Virtue along with them, 
Ich; + The Double Dealer runs Riot upon 
Q of ſuch an Occaſion as this; and gives 
1 he Y Lord Tozchwood a mixture of, Smut and 7- 7% 
de- Y Pedantry tor-conclude with:, and yet 
; we FF this Lord way oneof his beſt Characters: 
2ny. | But Poers arg now-grown: Abſolute with- 
him F in-themſelves,, and may- put Senſe and 
this Þ Quality upon whatDrudgerics they pleaſe. 
HS To return. - Devazs cautions his Daugh- 
s E-F ters:very handſomly jn point of Beba- 
10rt. viour. They were 1n a ſtrange Country, 
ced. | and had Poverty and Dependance to 
ack F ſtrugg!e with: Theſe were circumftances 

the Þ of Danger , and might make him the 
was Y more preſhng. He leaves therefore a {o- 
ue Y .jemn Charge with them for their. Securi- 
prdes Y ty, bids theny never to ſubſilt upon Infa- 

ap*l -*/ My”, 
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my, but to prefer their® Virtue to' their 


Mivoy gunaZar mls S* imonds muTess 
T8 Coperriiy nub Ts Bey arxboy. 


Our Poets I ſuppoſe would call this 
Preaching, and think it a dull. Buſineſs, 
However I can't forbear ſaying an ho- 
neſt Heathen'is none of the worſt Men: 
A very Indifferent Religion *well Belicv- 
ed, will goa great way. 

To proceed. Sophocles appear'd next 
upon the Stage, and was in earneſt an 
Extraordinary Perſon. His Condutt is 
more Artificial, and his Style more juſt, 
than that of Aſchylws. His CharaQters are 
well drawn, and Uniform” with them- 
felves: His Incidents, are often ſurpriſing, 
and his P/sts. unprecipitated. There 1s 
nothing but what ..is Great, and Solemn. 
Throughout. The Reaſoning 1s well 
Coloured. The Figures are ſometimes 
Bold, but not Extravagant. There are no 
Flights of Bombaſt, go 'Towring above 
Nature and Poffibility ; In ſhort, nothing 
like DonSebaſtia*sReigning in his, A/omes, 

This Tragedian like A/chylas does not 
often concern himſelf with Amoxrs, and 
when he does, nothing can be more tem- 


perate, and decent. For example where 
the 


*broken by Meraphorical and diſtant Ex- * 


o put Artigone to Death for prefuming 

o bury Pohnices. This Lady and Hemoz 
Creox”s Son were very far engaged ; He- 
mozx endeavours to dilſlwade his Father 
from Aztigones Execution : He tells him 
the burying her Brother tho' againſt his 
Order, was a popular Attion. And that the 


prefſions. In another Play, Creon reſolyes 
r 
k 


People would reſent her being puniſh'd: ,,,., 
But never {o much as mentions his own 242. 244. 


Concern unleſs in one Line ; which was 
{o obſcure, that Creoz miſunderſtood him. 
Antigoneamongſt her otherMisfortunes la- 
ments her dying Young andSingle,butlays 
not one word about Hemos. The Poez 
takes care not to bring theſe two Lovers 
upon theSzage together,for fear they might 
prove unmanagable ? Had They been with 
us,they had met with kinder treatment, 
They might have hadInterviewsandTime 
andFreedon enough. Enough to mud their 
Fancy,to tarniſh theirQuality,and to make 
their Paſſion Scandalous. In the Relation 
of Hzmon's Death, his Love is related too, 
and that with all the Life and Pathos im- 
aginable. Bur the Deſcription is within 
the Terms of Honour : 'The tendernelſles 


are Solemn, as well as Sott : They move ,,,. 
tO 264. 
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165d. 264.' to Pity and Concern, and go no farther, 


In hisTrachinie the Chorus owns the Force 
of Love next to irrefiſtable; gently hints 
the Intrigues of the Goes, and then palles 
on to a handſome Image of the Combat 
between Achelous and Hercales. We ſee 
how lightly the Poet touches upon an a- 
morous Theme : He glides along like a 
Swallow upon the Water, and skims the 
Surface, without dipping a Feather, 
Sophocles will afford us no more, let us 
therefore take a view of Euripides. *Tis 
the Method of this Author to decline the 
Singularities of the Stave, and to appear 
with an Air of Converſation. He delivers 
great Thoughts in Common Language, 
and is dreſs'd more like a Gentleman than 
a Plazer, His DiſtinQtion les in the per- 
ipicuity of his Style; In Maxim, and 
Moral Reflection ; In his peculiar Hap- 
ineſs for touching the Paſſhons, eſpecial- 
y that of Pity : And laſtly, in exhauſting 
the Caule, and arguing Pro and Con, up- 
on the ſtretch of Reaſon. So much by 
way of Character. And as for the Mat- 
ter before us, He is entirely Ours. We 
have had an Inſtance or two already in 
Eleftra and Phedra: Togo on to the reſt. 
In his Fppolytws He calls Whoring,ftupid- 
neſs and playing the Fool. And to be 


Chaſte andRegular,is with him, as well as 
with 


2 ond F ' 
2» 
\ \ _ . A. 
v > yU + . 
. & # % o 
» 


"> 3k 
with Eſcbylw, Zoperir: As much as to ſay, Mode 8 
*is the Conſequence of Senſe, and right _— 
Thinking, Phedrs - when her Thoughts 24:- 250. 
were embarraſs'd with Hi ppoggens, endea- 252 
yours to diſfintangle her felt by Argument. 

She declaims with a great deal of Satir a- 

gainſt intemperate Women ; ſhe conclud- 

ed rather to die than diſhonour her Huſ- 

band and Stain her Family. The Ble- 

miſhes of Parents, as ſhe goes on, often 

ſtuck vpon their Children, and made them 

appear with Diſadvantage. Upon this, 

the Chorus is tranſported with the Yertue 

of her Reſolution, and crys out, 


$40 $80. T2 059090. as dwrarrtys xls Ibid. 23% 
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How becoming a Quality is Modeſty in all 


" Places? 


How ſtrangely dots it burniſh « Charaiter and 
oblige ones Reputation ? 


The Scholiaſt upon thele verſes of Hip- 
polytus. 


Sol Thy Ix 724% fT3y Emigerey if etycde 
$Auuar@, Tc. | 


Makes this Paraphraſe. © That a Poet's 
© Mind ſhould be clean and unlullied : And * 
* that the Mules being Virgins, their Per- 
* formances 


_ © formances ſhould agree with their Cons 
* dition. | | 

To proceed. Hermioze complains + 

gainſt Andromache becauſe ſhe was enter- 

Androm. tain'd by her Husband : For this Anadro- 

p. 393 machetells her ſhe talk'd too much for a 

Young Woman, and diſcover'd her Opi 

 niontoo far. Achilles at the firſt fight of 

Yhig, 0 , Clytemneſtra, lets her underſtand he was ay 

auP* muchtaken with the Sobriety of her Air, 

as with the reſt of her fine Face and Per- 

ſon. She receives the Complement kind- 

ly, and commends him for commending 

* "OM Modeſty. Menelaus and Helez after a long 

ood. + 7 Abſence, manage the ſurprize of their 

good Fortune handſomly. The molt tens 

der Expreſſion ftands clear of ill Meaning, 

Had O/mir parted with Almeria as cipill 

as thee Two met, it had been much bet- 

Mourning fer. That Rant of Smut and Profanenel 

Bride. p- might have been ſpared. The Reager ſhall 
- have ſome of it. 


O my Almeria ; 
What do the Damw'd endure but to deſpair, 
But knowing Heaven,to know it loſt for ever, 


Were it not for the Creed, theſe Poets 
would be crampt in their Courtſhip, and 
Mightily at a loſs for a Simile ! But Of- 
min is in a wonderful Paſſion. And 
truly 
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as well as his Patience. You ſhall hear. 


What are all Wracks, and Whips,and Wheels 
ro this ? 

Are they not ſoothing fafemſs ſinking Eaſe, 

And waſting Air to thus ? 


Sinking Eaſe, and waiting Air, I confeſs 
are ſtrange Comforts : - This Compariſon 
is ſomewhat oddly equipp'd,butLovers,like 
ck People, may ſay what they pleaſe. 
Almeris takes this Speech ſor a Pattern, 
and ſuits it exatly in her return; 


0 Tam ftrack, thy Words are Bolts of Tee; 
Which ſhot into my Breaſt, now melt and 
chill me. 


Bolts of Tee; Yes moſt certainly ! For 
the Cold is ſtruck up into her Head, as you 
may perceive by what follows : 


I chatter, ſhake,and faint with thrilling Fears. 


By the way, 'tis a mighty wonder to 
hear a Woman Chatter But there is no 
jelting, for the Lady is very bad. She 
won't be held up by any Means, but Crys 
out, 


m——lonty yet, down, down : 


truly Tthink his Wits are in ſome danger, 


One 


\ 
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One would think ſhe was Jearning a Spa- 
niel to Ser. But there's ſonething behind. 


——0 more we'll lift our Eyes, 

But prone and dumb, Rot the firm Face of 
Eaxth | 

With Rivers of inceſſant ſealding Rain. 


Theſe Figures are ſome of them as ſtiff as 
Statues, and put me in mind. of Sy/veſter's 
Dahartas, | 


Nam. when the Winters keenter breath began 
To Chryſtallize, the Baltick Ocean, 

To glaze the Lakes, to _ the Floods, 
And periwig with Snow the baid pate Woods. 


I take it, the other Verſes are ſomewhat 
of Kin to vheſe, and ſhall leave them to 
Mr. Drydex's Reflef&tion. But then as for 
Soothing Softneſs, Sinking Eaſe, Waſting 
Air, thrilling, Fears, and inceſſant Scalding 
Rain ; It puts me to another ſtand. For 
to-talk a little in the way of the Srage. 
This Litter of Epithets makes the Poem 
look like a Bitch over-ſtock*d/ with Pu 
pies, and ſucks the Senſe almoſt to Skin 
and Bone, But all this. may paſs in a: Play- 
HFlosſe : Falſe Rhetorick and' falfe Joweh; 
do well together. To returnto Euripides. 
Caſſandra in reporting the Mis fortunes Lok 


- "of the Stage; 
the Greets ftops ar the Adulteries of Cly- 
*mneſtra and Agtala,and gives this hand- 
ſom reaſon for making a Halt : 


S12ay djucivey Teh oped. wall wie wol 
Tivore cords i ws Solos 1922. 


Foul Things ave beſt anſaid, Tam for noMaſe, 
That loves to flouriſh on Debauchery. 


Some Things are dangerous in report, 
as well as praCtice, and many rimes a Dif- 
eaſe in the Deſcription. This Euripides 
was aware of and, manag'd accordingly, 
and was remarkably regular both in Style 
and Manners. How wretchedly do. we 
fall ſhort of the Decencies of Heatheniſm ! 


There's nothing more ridiculous than Mo- Plain Dea- 
deſty on our Szage. *Tis counted an' ill- #7, 7. 21- 


bred Quality, and almoſt ſhamed out of 
Uſe. One would think Mankind were 
not the ſame, that Reaſon was to be read 
Backward, and Vertue and' Vice had 
changed Place. | | 
What then ? Muſt Life behuddled over, 
Nature left imperfe£t;, and the Humour of 
the Town not ſhown ? And pray where 
lies the Grievance of all This? Muſt we 
relate whatever is dofie, and 1s every 
Thing fit for Repreſentation? Is a Man 
that has- the Plague proper to make a 
D 2 Sight 
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Sight of? And muſt he needs comeAbroad 
when he breaths InfeQion, and leaves the 
Tokens upon the Company ? What then, 
muſt we know nothing ? Look you! All 
Experiments are nat worth the making. 
*Tis much better to be ignorant of a Dif- 
eaſe than tocatch it. Who would wound 
himſelf for Information about Pain, or 
{mell a Stench for the ſake of the Diſcos 
very? Burt I ſhall have occaſion to en- 
counter this ObjeCtion afterwards, * and 
therefore ſhall diſmiſs it at preſent, 

The Play-Houſe at Athens has been hi- 
therto in Order, but are there no Inſtances 
to the contrary ? Does not "en" pms 
take great Liberties, and make Women 
ſpeak extraordinary Sentences? He does 
{o. But his Preſident ſignifies nothing 1n 
the caſe. For, 

1ſt, We have both the Reaſon of the 
Thing, and all the Advantage of. Autho- 
rity on the other (ide, We have the Pra- 
lice and Opinion of Men of much greater 
Senſe and Learning than Himſelf. The 
beſt Philoſophers and Poets, Criticks and 
Orators, both Greek and Latin, both An- 
cient.and Modern, give the Cauſe againſt 
him. But Ariſtophanes his own Plays are 
{ufficient to ruin his Authority, For, 

1/4, He diſcovers himſelf a downright 


Atheiſt, This Charge will be cafily made 


good 
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againſt him, by comparing his Vubes 
with his other P/ays. The Deſign of his 
Nubes was to expoſe Socrates, and make a 
Town-Jeſt of hum. Now this Philoſopher 
was not only a Perſon of great Senſe and 
Probity, but was likewiſe ſuppos'd to re- 
fine upon the Heathen Theology, to throw 
off the Fabulous part of it,and to endeavour 
to bring it back to theStandard of Natural 
Religion. And therefore Juſtin Martyr, 
and fome'others of the Fathers, look'd on 
him as a Perſon of no Pagan Belief, and 
thought he ſuffer'd for the Unity of the 
God-Head., This Man, Ari/tophanes makes 
fine ſport with, as he fancies : He puts him 
ina Fool's Coat, and then poiats at him, 
He makes Socrates inſtruft his Diſciple 
Strepſiades in anew Religion, and tell him 


that he did not own the Gods in the vulgar nyub. a8.s. 
Notion. He brings him in elſewhere, af S 3- ?- 


firming,that the Clouds are the only Deities, 

Which* is the ſame Laſh which Fawvenal 

ou the Jews, becauſe they Worthipped 
ut one ſingle Soveraign Being. 


Nil preter Nubes & Cali numen adorant. 


Socrates goes on with his LeCture of 
Divinity, and declares very roundly, that 


there is no ſuch thing as Jupiter. Aﬀter-, . 


wards he advances farther,and endeavours 
D 3 
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togetStrepſiades under Articles to acknows 


Nu.p.110. Jedge no other Gods, but Chaos, the Clougs, 


$ccrat. 


and the Tongue. At laſt. the Poet brings 
the Philoſopher to publick Penance for 
his Singulariries, He ſets Fire to his Schaol 
for teaching Yqung People(as he pretends) 
to diſpute againit Law and Juljice ; for 


* advancing Atheiſtick Notions, and Bur- 


le{quing the Religion of the Country, 
That Socrates was no Atheiſt, 1s clear 

from Jnitances enough. To mention but 

one: The Confidence he had in his D4- 


Plat. Apol. man, Or Genizs, by which he germs his 


Afairs, puts it beyond all diſpute. How- 


ver "tis plain Ariſtophanes was not of his 
eligion. The Comedian was by no means 
for correQting the Common Perſwaſion, 


So that he mult. either be an Orchodax 
Heathen, or nothing at all. Let us ſee then 
with what Reſpect he treats the received - 
Divinities. This Play, where one would 
not expett it, diſcovers ſomewhat of his 


Nub. p.86. Devotion, In the beginning of it Phigip- 


pides, who was a ſort of New-MarketSpark, 
iwears by Jocky Neptune, that he had a 
ſtrange Kindnels for his Father Srepſaades. 
Upon thisthe Old Man replies No Focky, 
af youLove me; that Deity has almoſt xndone 
me. "This was making ſomewhat bold 
with Neptare, who was Jupiter's Brother, 
Sovereign of a whole Element, apd nan 00 

eſs 


of the Stage. 39 
leſs than the Third ſhare of the Univerſe ! 
Certainly Ariſffophanes had no ventureat 
Sea, or elſe muſt think the Tridext {igni- 

fed but very little, But this is meer Ce- 
remony to what follows. In his firſt Play, 
Plutxs pretends he had a mind to oblige 
only Men of Probity, but _ had 
made him blind, on purpoſe that he might 

not diſtinguiſh Honeſt Men from Knaves ; 
Forto be plain,Fupiter had a Pique againſt 
Good People. Towards the end of this 
Comedy, Mercury is abuſed by Cario, and 
as a ridiculous, and lefſening part him P/*. 4: :- 
ſelf. Afterwards hecomplains heavily that *** ** 
fince Plgtus was cured of his Blindneſs, 

the Buſineſs of Sacrificing fell off, and the 
Gods were ready to ſtarve, This Mercury 

has the ſame ill Uſage with the Poets, 
Knaves, Informers, and Lewd Women; 
From all this ſtuff pur together, his mean» 

ing is pretty plain, viz. That Religion 

was no better than an Impoſture ſupport- 

ed by Art,and Ignorance : And that when 
Men's Underſtandings were awake, and 
their Eyes a little open, they would have 


' more Diſcretion than to be at any expence 


about the Gods, 

This I take to be part of the Moral of 
his Fable. If we look farther into him, we 
ſhall ſee more of his Mind. His Rane 
makes Merry with the Heathen Scheme of 
D 4 Heaven 
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Heaven and Hell. Here Charon and: the. 
Stygian Frogs are brought in Comically 
enough. And that you may underſtand 
his Opinion more perfeQly, we are told, 
that he that Bilks his Catamzre after a 
Sodomitical Abuſe,is thrown into the Com- 
mon-ſhore of Hedes. And what Company 
do you think he is lodg'd with? Why 
with thoſe who Perjure themſelves, wit 
thoſe who kick their .Fathers and Mo- 
thers ? It ſeems in the Poer's Juſtice a Man 
might as good be falſe to his Oath, as to 
his Lewdneſs.s To diſappoint the Srews, 
15 every jot as great a Crime; as td fly in 
the Face of Nature, and outrage our Pa- 
rents. His Quartering his MalefaQtors 
thus critically, was without queſtion on 
purpoſe to Banter the Perſwaſion of fu- 
ture Puniſhment. In the ſame Play, Xan- 
thias bids Aacws anſwer him by Ferre, 
*Os nyeiv 65iv Super tics This little Scoun- 
drel of a Slave has the Manners to make 
Fapiter's Quality no better than his own. 
Togoon with him : In his Aves he ſpeaks 
out. to purpoſe. Here Piſtheteras tells 
Epops,that if the Birds would build a Caſtle 
in the Air,they might intercept the Fumes 
of the Sacrifices, and ſtarve the Gods, un- 
leſs they would come to, and be Tri- 
butary. It ſeems the Birds had very good 
Pretences to execute this project ; for they 
| were 
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were ancienter than Jupsirer and Saturs, 
and Govern'd before the Gods. And to 
ind I "ſpeak truth, were more capable of the 
old, union, Their Adviſer goes on to in- p- 536- 
r 2 & form them, that after they had buile 53% 54%- 
om- | their Penſile City, and fortified the Air, 
any B their next buſineſs was 'to demand their 
Thy Y ancient Sovereignty : If Fapiter refuſed 
yit to quit, they were todeclare a Holy War 
Mo- B againſt Him, and the reſt of the Confe- 
/an Y Yerate Gods, and to cur off the Commu- 
; to Þ nication between Heaven and Earth, 
ews, Y Piftheterus grows very warm in his 
y in new Intereſt, and ſwears by TJove, that z. 542 
Pa- & Men ought to Sacrifice to the Birds, and 
tors not to Jupiter. And it things came 
on | to a Rupture, and Jupiter grew Trouble- 
fu- } ſome, he undertakes to ſend a Deratch- 
an- © ment of Eagles againſt Him ; with Or- 
ove, © ders to ſtorm his Palace with Flambeaux, 
un- £ and fire it about his Ears. Ar laſt to,,. 
ake Y prevent the Calamities of a War, Hercules 
wn. —_— an Accommodation, and is wil- 
ng Japiter ſhould Reſign. _ calls 
tells BY him a Block-head for his pains, becauſe he 
{tle Y was Heir at Law,and after Japiter's De- 
mes | ceaſe, was of Courſe to ſucceed in his Do- 
un- BY minions: Once more, and I bave done: 
['ri- } In Errexe, Trygeus ipeaks in a menacing 
ood FF way. That unleſs Jupiter gave him Satil- 
hey | faction in his Buſineſs, he would inform *- ** 
againſt 
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againſt Him as a diſafteQted Perſon, and a : 
Erren.616. betrayer of the Libertigs of Greece. I 
might add many other Inſtances, and: 
{ome more Scandalous than any I have 
meationed ; But theſe are ſufficient to ſhew 
the Author's Sentiment : And is it any 
wonder an Atheiſt ſhould misbehave him- 
ſelf in point of Modeſty ? What can we 
expect leſs from thoſe who laugh at the 
Being of a God, at the Dotrines of Pro« 
vidence,agd the Diſtintions of Good and 
Evil ? Sceptick has no notion of 'Con- 
{cience,no Reliſh for Vertue, nor is under 
any Moral reſtraints from Hope or Fear, 
Such a one has nothing to do but to con- 
lult his Eaſe, and gratifie his Vanity,and 
fill his Pocket, But how theſe Ends are 
compaſſed, he has no ſqueamiſhneſs, or 
Scruples about it. *'Tis true when the 
Methods of Lewdneſs will take, they 
are generally moſt agreeable. This way 
ſuits their Talent, and ſcreens their Prac- 
tice, and obliges their Malice. For no- 
thing is a greater Eye-fore to theſe Men, 
than Vertue and Regularity., What a 
pleaſure is it then to be admired for Mil- 
chief, to be reveng'd on Religion, and ta 
ſee Vice proſper and improve under our 
Hands! To return : Beſide Ari/tophanes's 
Atheiſm, I have a Second Objection to 


his Authority, and that is wapt of Judg- 
ment 


as es 4. © So wo im. i. or M5 


of the. Htage... 


ment. . If we examine his Pl4ys we ſhall 
find Jus Charatters improper, or uguni- 
form ; either wrong at firlt, or ualteady 
in the Right, For the purpoſe, -; In his 
Nabes,. A. 3-S. 3-146, 150. He puts 
duty. expreſſions an cheMouth of his Man 
af Proþity,makes him declaim vicipully a- 
gainſt Y jice,and correft Scurrility withlm- 
pudence; Now, what can be more idle 
and ſenſeleſs, than fuch Condut as this ? 
Eſpecially when this Jeſt as he calls 
him, had told them 4n the beginning of 
his. ſpeech, that People uſed to be well 
flaſh'd for ſuch Fooling, when Govern- 
mept and Diſcipline were in their due 


Force,. © The Chorus of his Rane lides p. 142: 
into the ſame Jaconſfiſtency of Pre-# 2**- 


cept, and Pradtcie, Farther, in the 
Progreſs of this Play; A/chylus falls a 
rallying contrary to his Humour, and jeſts 
away his own Arguments at a very une 
{caſonable JunCture, 'when he was diſput- 
ing forno lels prizethan the Laurcatſhip. 


This Tragedian after he had play'd: a p. 244 


lietle with the Story of Bellerophon, - goes 
on.in the lame (train; And charges Exre- 
pides that he had farnith'd all forts of Peo- 
ple with Sawcinels and Prattle; The 
Schools and Academies, were ſpoild by 
this means; S$othat the Boys were! often 
whip'd, and the Boatlwains drubb'd, 0 

b their 
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their Chattering. Theſe Comical Le+ 
vities come with an ill Grace from 
A&ſchylus. His CharaQter was quite dif- 
ferent boch in Reality, and in the Play. 
before us. He is all along repreſented as 
a Perſon of a ſerious Temper, of a re- 
ferv'd Loftineſs, Cholerick, and tender 
of his Honour to an Exceſs, and almoſt 
in a rage at the Affront of a Rival, and 
being forc'd to enter the Liſts with Ex» 
ripides. The caſe ſtanding thus, neither 
the Man, nor the Buſineſs, would admit 
of Drolling. Another Inſtance of his want 
of Conduct we have in his Concionetores, 
Here B/epyrus and ſome others of his Le+ 
gfflative Aﬀembly, talk at a very dirty in- 
{ipid rate. The Loweſt of the Mob, can 
hardly jeſt with leſs Wit, and more 
Lewdneſs. And to make their Diſcourſe 
more remarkable ; Theſe douty Mem- 
bers were juſt going tothe Houſe, and 
had their Heads full of the Good of the 
Nation, when they entertain'd themſelves 
thus decently. And are theſe little Buk 
foons'fit to conſult de Arduis Regni, &c. to 
ive Authority to Law,and Rules for py 
ick Life? Do's Ribaldry and Nonlence 
become the Dignity of their Station, and 
the Solemnity of their Office? To 
make his Parliament-Men play the Fool 


thus egregioully, mult needs have a great 
c 


the. Allah. —_ i 
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deal of Decoram; and State-Policy in the 
Contrivance; And is juſt as wiſe as if a 
Painter ſhould have Drawa them in the 
Habit of Fack-Puddings,and Mery- Andrews. 
But Ars/fophanes has (till higher Flights of 
Abſucdity. He won't ſo much as ſpare 
the Gods, but makes them aft theſe httle 
Parts of Clowniſhneſs and. Infamy. Bac- 
chus and Hereeles in his Rare are forced to 
talk Smut and rally like Lizk-boys, and 
do almoſt all the Tricks of Bartholomew- 
Fair, To mention ſomething that will 
bear the quoting. Bacchus enquires of Her. 
ewes the readielt way to Hades, or the 0+ 
ther World. He bids him either Hang, 
or. Poyſon himſelf, and he cannot miſs the 
Road, This is Hercules's Humour to a 
Tittle! And repreſents him as much to 
the Life, as an Ape would to do the Grand ge p 
Sizxior at a publick Audience! This 1822-185, 
with a ſhort Sentence or two of Lewd- 
neſs, is the hardeſt of Hercales his 
Plage : And *tis well he eſcap'd ſo; 
| chbus is treated much worſe. He 
pears under the diſadvantages of a 
nifh Debauchee, and a Coward. ,,,c,.,q4. 
And is terribly afraid of a SpedFre. When 156. 
he comes before Aacxs, this Judge is ve- 
ry rough. with him ; and tries his preten- 
ces to a Deity byBaſtinado : Bacchas howls 
ig the drubbing and had almoſt ns AA 2.8.6, 
ow 
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Now do's this paultry Behavioar agre 
with the Heathen ogy, with the 
Common _ concerning Bacchas ar 
Hercates? Do's a Blow-Cap and a' La 
become the Sons of Fupirer and the Of 
jets of Religious Worſhip? Thoſe why 
at the loweſt, were counted the Conque: 
rors of the World, and more than Me 
both by Birth and Enterprize? /''Sophoi 
cles and Earipides make theſe two Pers 
fons manage at @ quire different rate of 
Decency. *TFis no defence to lay, Arifts 
phanes wrote Comedy, and ſo was obliged 
to make his Scenes more diverting. This 
excule I fay, is defective; fora Comedian 
ought to imitate Life and Probability, no 
leſs than a Tragedian: Fo Metamorphoſt 
Charatters, and preſent ContradiCtions' to 
Common Belief, is to write Farce inſtead 
of Plays, Such Comedians like T heſpis 
ought to have a travelling Szage, and take 
the Air'with- Porcupines and Dromedaries, 
If *tis faid- that Gravity! and: Greatneſs 
dos not ſuit the Completion and'Enter- 
tainment of Comedy, To this F-ane 
ſwer, that therefore the Perſons ſhonld be 
choſen accordingly: They' ſhould have 
nothing in their known Humor, and' 
Condition too Noble, and'folemn for Tri>' 
fling. *Tis Horace's: advice, 3 


Aut 


of the Stage. 


Aut famam ſequere, aut convenientia finge 
Seriptor. De Art, Poet. 


-Let us remember thatOperations always 
reſemble the Nature from whence they 
flow. Great Perſons ſhould therefore 
have a correſpondent Behaviour affign'd 
them. To make Beings much Superior 
to the Biggeſt of Mankind, talk below 
the Leaſt ; is abſurd and ridiculous, This 
Aviſtaphanes ſeems ſenſible of, in his de- 
fegce of AZ/chylus, Here Emripides ob- 


ing, noiſy, and bombaſtick, over affec- 
ting that which Horace calls 


Ampullas, & ſeſquipedalia Verba, 


To. this #ſchylus Anſwers, that the 
Thoughts, and Deſigns of Heroes muſt be 
deliver'd in Expreſſions proportioned to 
their Greatneſs. It being likely that the 
Demi-Gods ſpoke up to their Dignity 
and Stature: And as they were diſtin- 
ruby by the richneſs of their-Habir, 

they had a more Magnificent Language 
than other Mortals., To this Euridiaes 
replys nothing; from whence you may 
conclude the Pozr thought the Apology 
not, unreaſonable. In ſhort, ar 

ad 


liged jb co Aſchylus, that he was too rum- ” 


— ———_ — -——W—_ R——_—_ . 
- 


4s The JYmmodeſty 
had Senſe, but he does not always uſe 
it. He isnot equal, al poor. Tong 
times you have him flat ahd fooliſh a good: 
while together. And where he has Spirit, 
zene 4. 1, "tis oftentimes laviſhed away to little pur- 
Sc. x. Con» noſe. His Buffoonery is commonly tog, 
cane» ſtrong for his Judgment; This mak 
him let fly his Jeſts without regard to Pers, 
fon or Occaſion : And thus by Springing 
the Game tooſoon, the Diverſion is lof, 
T could make ſeveral other Material Ob- 
jeQtions againſt the ConduQt of his Plays; 
But this being not neceſſary, I ſhall ob+ 
ſerve in the 1 
34. Place. That notwithſtanding the 


{ſcandalous Liberty for which Ari/tophanes 


is ſo remarkable ; FP in his Lucid .In- 
© 


tervals, when Senſe and Sobriety return 
upon him, he pronounces againſt his own 
PraQtice. In the conteſt between Ai/chylu 
and Euripides, Bacchus is made the Ums 
pire of the Controvetlie, A/chylus begins 
with a Queſtion, and asks Euripide 
what *tis which makes a Poet. a& 
mir'd? He anſwers. Tis for the a& 
dreſs of his ConduQ, and the handſomsg 
'Turgs of Morality in his Poems. "Ty 
becauſe his performance has a tendency 
to form the Audience to Vertue, and Im 
provement. AEſchylw demands of him 
tarther; But ſuppoſe you ——_ K 
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Age, and made, an Honeſt and a Brave 
People Lewd, and good for nothing, what 
do you delervethen ? Here Bacchus inter- 
po es, and crys out, What does he de- 
erve? AHaltcer ! Pray don't ask fo plain 
a Queſtion. And afterwards we aretold 
that Poets are valuable only for deſcribing 
Things uſeful, in Life and Religion ; , for 
puſnung Inventions; and fetting off great 
mples with Luſtre, and Advantage, 

In the Progreſs of the Diſpute, Aſchylas p. 249. 

taxes Euripides with being too uncautious ' 

in his Repreſentations ; and tells him, that 
Poets ought to conceal that which. is vi- 
£lous in Story; and entertain with ,no» 
- thing but Vertue and Sobriety : He goes 
on Reprimanding Ezripides tor his Dr ama- 
tick Inceſts, Strumpets, , and Amours : 


' And as for himſelf, to his beſt remem- E - 
brance, he never brought avy Love-In- 


Mgues upon the Stage, 
This 1s a very ſignificant Swporuinyon: 
es 


and contains very good Rules for _ the 
Tryal of the Muſes : But if the Engliſh 
rage {ſhould be obliged to this Teſt, Ari- 
Pophanes mult ſet Fire to it, aral that with 

= much more Reaſon than to Socrates his 
School, Now that A/chylus ſpoke Ariſto- 
phanes's Senſe, is pretty plain : For tirlt ; 
As to the Buſineſs of Love, Ari/tophanes al- 
ways declines it ; He never patches up a 

E Play 
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Play with Coarrſbip, and Whining, though 
he wrote nothing but Comedy. In the next 
place the Chor, which is uſually the Poer's_ 
Interpreter;ſpeaks honourably of £ſchylwe 
even to a Preference ; And at laſt Judge 
Bucchws gives Sentence for him. - 

Thus we ke Ariſtophanes Confutes his 

own Lewdnels, and comes in Evidence 
againſt himfef, This, with the other 
ewo Exceptions T have made ! ore: againſt 
tirn, are ſufficient to take oft the force of 
the Precedext, and make him an infignih- 
tant Authority. 
* Towhat [have obſerv'd from the Sragr 
vt the Ancients, T could add rhe Authgy, 
rities of Ariſtotle, and Quintitian, botl 
extraordinary Perſons, bur I ſhall reſerve 
their Teſtimony till afterwards. 

To come Home, and near our own 
Times : The Engliſh Theatre from Queen 
Elizabeth to King Charles TI. will afford ns 
ſomething not imconfiderable to our pur- 


E. | 
As for Shakeſpear, he ts too gui y to 
make an Evidence : But T think he gains 
not much by his Misbehaviour ; He haz 
commonly Plaxtss's Fate, where'there Þ 
moſt' Smut, there ts teaft Senſe. , 

Ben. Johnſon is trach more reſerved nl 
his by 4 or declares plainly for Modeſty 


m his Di/coverzes ; ſore of his Words 


theſe. 
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A Ju& Weiter, whom-be calls a Trae 
Artificer,. will avoid Obſcene and Effemi- 
nate Phraſe. Where Manners and Faſhions Diſcos 
are Corrupted, Language is ſo too. The ex- 7%: 
ceſs 4 Feafts and Apparel, are the Notes of p.701- 
4 ſick State; any theW antouneſs of Language, 
of a fick Mind. A little after, he returns to 
the Argument; and applies his Reaſooing 
More patticularly ro the Stage. Poetry, 
(lays he) aud PiFore, barb behold Plea- 
fore and Profit, as their common Objett, bat 
ſhould ahſkaivfrom ol baſe Plea(ures, leſt they 
ſhould wholly. err from their End; And while 
they ſeck.to better Mer s Minds, deft roy their 
Manners : Infolent and Obſcene Manas 
Feſts upon theibeft Men, are maſt likely.toex- 
«ite Laughter: But this # truly leaping from þ. 706+ 
the Stage to the Tumbrill atain, reducing 77 
all Wit tothe Original: Doxg-Cart.': More 
might. be cited 'to this putpole, .but that 
may ſerve for an other Qccaſion.:: Inthe 
-mean time'I ſhall go.on to: Beawnore and 
Fletcher. | 
. : Flerchber's Faithful Shepherdeſs is remark- 
-ably Moral, and-a fort\'of Exhortation to 
Chaſtity. 'Dhis Play mer with ill-Judges; 
*twas Hils'd before half. 4i#ed, and ſeems 
tohave Tutfer'd on the.account.-of its: In- 
 nocence. Soon after, \Bex, Fobnſon and Beau 
Beaumont appear, and juſtify the Author 19 &c. 
ina Copy of Verſes. And as Beaumont "© 
| E 2 com- 
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commends proer>3 in” Fletehey, ſo he is 
by Mr. Earl for the 


commended :himfſ; 
Jame Quality. 


Sach Paſſions Jach Expreſſions meet my Eye 
Such; Wit untainted with Obſcenity, H 


.. And as IrememberJaſpar Main has ſome 
{troaks to the ſame purpoſe. ' Fletcher is 
{tilt more full for the Cauſe. - Indeed no- 
thing can be more expreſs. He delivers 
himlelf by way -of Prologae; where the 
Poet ſpeaks in his own Perſon.” The Pro 
logneto the Woman- Hater,very frankly lets 
the. Audience know what they. are to £x- 
ped. 1f there be any amongſt you ( {ays he) 
that come to hear Laſcivious Scents, let them 
acpart:; For do pronounce this, to the utter 
atſcomfartof all Two-penny Gallery Men, you 
ſball hear 10 Bawary in it, We find in 
.thoſe days Smut was the expeQation of a 
Coarſe Palate,: and reliſ{h*d\ by none but 
Two-penny Cuſtomers. In the Kyight of 
the Barning Peſtle;part of the Prologae runs 
[thus, They werebaniſh'd the Theatre at A 
:thens, and. from Rome hiſs d, that brought 
Paraſites on the Stage with Apiſh Aitions,or 
Fools with uncivil Habits, or Courtezans 
with-immodeſt Words. Afterwards Prolog, 
who repreſents a Perſon, gives us more to 

the ſame purpole. | 
2; ——=#h 
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— Fly far from hence 

Al private Taxes, immodeſt Phraſes, 

Whatever may but look like Vicious. 

Eye, Y For wicked Mirth never true Pleaſure brings; 

For honeſt Minds are pleas'd with honeſt 
things. 


er is I have quoted nothing but Comedy in 
| no. & this Author, The Coronation is another ; 
ivers And the Prologue tells you there is 


Pra. f No Undermirth,ſuch « does lard the Scene, « 
/ lets For coarſe Delight the Language here ts clean. 
ex. = 424 confident our Poet bad me ſay, | 
s he) #*'# bate you but the Folly of a Vy. 
them BY For which, «lFho*. dull Souls his Pen deſpiſe, 
utter Who think it yet tovearly to be wiſe, 
The Nobles yet will thank his Maſe, at lraft 
d in mc him, *cauſe his Thought aim'd at the 

ets 


br of |, Thus theſe Poers are intheir Judgments 
run} ccarly ours. *Tis true, their Hand was 
at A Ot always ſteady. But thus much may 
ought be averr'd, that Flercher”s latterPlaysare the 
moſt inoftenſive. This is either a {ign of 
za fe Poet's Reformation ; or that the ex- 
ogar NY Eptionable Paſſages belong'd roBraumonr, 
retold Who died firſt. 
To theſe Authorities of our own Nati- 
—Fy 2, 1 ſhall add a confiderable Teſtimony 
Fo E-3 out 
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out of Mr. Cormeife, Fhis Author was 
ſenſible that. though the Expreſfiort of hg 

Theodore... 1 peogore was Atogerher unfinutty, © Yer 

Ep. De, _ © the bare Idea of Proftitution uneffeted, 
© ſhock d the Audience, and made the Play 
© miſcarry. The Poet proteſts he xook great 
*care to alter the Natural Complexion of 
*the Image, and to convey it decently to 
*the Fancy ; and deliver'd only ſome part 
© of the Hiſtory as inoffenſively as poſhble. 
* And after all his Screening and Conduct, 
* the Modeſty of the Audience would not 
© endure that little, the Subje& forced him 
+upon, He is politive, 'The Comedies 
© St. Auguſtine declaim'd againtt, were not 
*\uch as the French. For theirs are not 
*SpeCtacles of Turpitude, as that Father 
* juſtly calls thoſe of his Time. The 
* French, generally ſpeaking, containing 
*nothing but examples of Innocence, Viety 
* and Vertve, 

In this Citation we have the Opinion of 
the Poet,thePractice of the French Theatre, 
and the Senſe of that Natron, and all very 
tull to our purpole, 

To conclude this Chapter. By what has 
been ofter'd, it appears, that the Preſent 
Eveliſh Stage is ſuperlatively Scandalous, 
It exceeds the Liberties of all Times and 
Countries. It has not 1o much as the poor 
Plca of a Precedezr, to which moſt other ill 

| | Things 
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Things coy cm a pretence. *Tis moſt- 
ly meer Diſcovery and Invention: A new 
orld of Vice found out, and planted 
with all the Induſtry imaginable. Arifo- 
phanes himſelf, how bad ſoever in other 
reſpects, does nor amplify, and flouriſh, 
and run through all the Topicks of Lewd- 
neſs like theſe Men. The Mz#/celanry Poems 
are likewiſe horribly Licentious. The 
are ſometimes Collections from Antiqui- 
ty, and often the worſt Parts of the worſt 
Poets. And to mend the Matter, the 
ChriftianTrax/lation is more nauſeous than 
the Pagan Original : Such Stutt I believe 
was never ſeen, and ſuffer'd before. Ina 
word, If Poverty and Diſeaſes, the Dil- 
honour of Familics, and the Debauching 
of Kingdoms, are luch valuable Advan- 
tages, then I confeſs thele Books deſerve 
encouragement : But it the Cale is other- 
wiſe, I humbly conceive the Proceeding 


ſhould be fo too. 
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CHAP, II. 
The Profaneneſs of the Stage, 


Nother Inſtance of the Diſorders 
{ \ of the Stage, is their Profaneneſs 3 
'Fhis Charge may come under theſe two 
Particulars. 
1ſt. Their Curſing and Swearing. 
2dly. Their w/w; of Religion and Holy 


S cripture. 


1ſt. Their Curſing and Swearing. | 
What is more frequent than their | 
Wiſhes of Hell and Contuſion, Devils and 
Diſeaſes, all the Plagues of this World, 
and the next, to each other? And as for 
Swearing ; *tis uſed by all Perſons, and ' 
upon all Occaſions: By Heroes, and Pal- 
troons; by Gentlemen,and Clowns ; Love, 
and Quarrels; Succeſs, and Diſappoint- 
ment ; Temper, and Paſſion, mult be var- 
nifh*d, and ſet off with Oaths. Art ſome 
times, and with ſome Poets, Swearing 1s 
no ordinary Relief, It ſtands up in the 
room of Senſe, gives Spirit to a flat Ex- 
preſſion, and makes a Period Muſical and 
Round. In ſhort,'tis almoſt all the _— 
rick, 


of the Stage. 


rick; and Reaſon ſome People are Maſters 
of : The manner of performance is diffe- 
rent, Sometimes they mince the Mat- 
ter ; cn the Letter, and keep the 


Senſe, as i 


without Sin, At another time, the Oaths 
are. clipt, but not ſo much within the 
Ring, but that the Image and Seperſcrip- 
tion are viſible. Theſe Expedients I con- 
ceive are more for variety, than Con- 
ſcience: For when the fit comes on them, 
make no difficulty of Swearing at 
lagth. Inſtances of all theſe kinds may 
be met with in the O/d Batchelour, Double 
Dealer, and Love for Love. And to men- 
tion no more, Do» Quixot, the Provok d 
Wife, and the Belek are particular] 
Rampant and Scandalous. The Engliſh 
Stage exceed their Predeceſſors in this, as 
well as other Branches of Immorality. 
Shakeſpear is comparatively ſober, Bez. 
Johnſon is ſtill more regular; And as for 
aumont and Fletcher, intheir Plays, they 
are commonly Profligate - Perſons that 
Swear, and even thoſe are reprov'd fort. 
Belides, the Oaths are not fo full of Hell 
and Defiance, as in the Moderns. 

So much for matter of Fatt: And as 
for point of Law, I hope there needs not 
many Words to prove Swearing a Sin: 
For what is more provoking than con- 

tempt 


they had a mind to ſteal a cd 
Swearing, and break the Commandment G4 
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tempt, and what Sin more contemptuous 
than common Swearing ? What can be 
more Infolent and Irret tous, | than't 
bring in God toatreſt our Trifles, to giy 
Security for our Follies, and to make'pait 
of our Diverſion ? To play with Majeſty 
and Omanipotence in his manner, 1s t 
render it cheap and deſpicable. How ca 
ſuch Cuſtoms as theſe conſiſt with the By 
lief of Providence 'or Revelation? 'Thk 
Poets are of all People moſt to blamg 
They want even the Plea of Bullies and 
Sharpers. There's no Rencounters, t 
ſtarts of Paſſion, no ſudden Accidents 
diſcompole them. They {wear in Solitud 
and cool Blood, under Thought and DI 
liberation, for Buſineſs and tor Exerciſe 
This is a terrible Circumſtance ; It make 
all Malice Prepenſe,and enflames the Gull 
and the Reckoning. 

And if Religion fignifies nothing, ( 
I am afraid it does with ſome People) the 
is Law,as well as Goſpel, againſt Swearing 
3. Fac, 1. cap. 21. is expreſly againſt th 
Play- Houſe. It runs thus. 


DR t enting and avoiding 
F the ore the holy Name 


God .tnStage-Plays,Eateriudes,6 


"Be it enacted by our Dovereign oz), & 
"That if at a Fong M times, "ites N 
End of this p:eſent Seſſton of JParii 


of rhe Stage. 
WY ment, any Perſon c2 Perſons do, oz 
an , in any Stage-apy, wor ag eee” 
q w, &c. Jeffingty oz p!ofanenety ot 
a gin ox ute the Holp Home of God,07 of of 
_ which are ot to be A _ 
Fear and Reverence ; (halt forteit fox 
ye, erence, by htm or them com- 
d;ten paund : A oneDaety —_ 
fo the R 5 Puicty his Detzs, and 
eſlozs; r Wotety thereof to 
oz them, ot of will fue for the ſame tn 
Court of Reco! at Weſtminſter, 
oxein no efſoin, protection, 02 wager of 
Low ſhall be aliowd, 


ents 
olitud 
; 
= By this Ac# not only direct Swearing, 
make but all vain Invocation of the Name of 


- Guitf God is forbidden. This Statute well ex- 
ecuted would mend the Poets, or {weep 
g, ( the Box : And the Stage mult either re- 
J the form, or not thrive upon Profaneneſs 

Fearing 319. Swearing in the Playhosſe is an 
nt tl P2gentlemanly, as well as an unchriftian 
Practice. The Ladies make a conſidera- 
ble part of the Audience. Now Swearing 
before Women is reckon'd a Breach of 
good Behaviour ; and therefore a civil 
Atheiſt will forbear it. The Cuſtom ſeems 
to go upon this Preſumption ; that the 
Impreſſions of Religion are ſtrongeſt in 
Women, and more generally ſpread. And 
that 
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that it muſt be-very diſagreeable to the 

to hear the Majeſty of treated with 
ſo little reſpe&. Beſides, Oaths are a box 
ſtrous and xempeſtuous ſort of Converſati, 
on;generally the effeQs ofPaſhon,and ſpoks 
en with Noiſe, and Heat. Swearing looks 
like the beginning of a Quarrel, to which 
Women have an averſion ; as being neither 
armed by Nature, nor diſciplin'd by Cys 
ftom for ſuch rough Difputes. A Woman 
will tart at aSoldier'sOath,almoſt as much 
as ar the Report of his Piſtol : And theres 
fore a well Bred Man will no more Swear 
than Fight in the Company of Ladies. 

ASecondBranch of the Profaneneſs of the 
Stage is their Abuſe of Religion, and Holy 
Scripture. And here ſometimes they don't 
ſtop ſhort of Blaſphemy. Tocite all that 
might be Colle&ted of this kind would be 
tedious. I ſhall give the Reader enough to 
juſtify the Charge, and I hope to abhor the 
PraQtice. 

To begin with the Mock- Aſtrologer, 
In the Firſt A#, the Scexe is a Chappel, 
And that the Uſe of ſuch Conlecrated 
places may be the better underſtood, the 
time is taken up in Courtſhip, Raillery, 
and Ridiculing Devotion. Facints takes 
her turn among the reſt, She interrupts 
Theodoſia, and cries out : Why Sifter, Sis 
feer----will you pray? what injary have I ever 
done you that youſhou'd pray in my C oy F. 

| | Wi 


"Wickedneſs but conceals it. 


'Whoring. A 


Wildblood {wears by Mahomed, rallies ſmut- 
tily upon the other World, and gives the 
preference tothe Turkiſh Paradiſe, This p. 31. 
Gentleman to encourageFacinta toaCom- 
pliance in Debauchery, tells her, Heaven 
is all Eyes and no Tongue, That is, it ſees 
He Courts 
much at the ſame ratea little before. When ,, .,. 
« Man comes to a great Lady, he is fain to 
| þ ber with Fear, and Reverence, me- 
thinks there's ſomething of Godlineſs in't. 
Here you have the Scripture burleſqu'd, Hebr. 12 
and the + mm xo apply'd to 
terwards Jacinta out of her 

t Breeding and Chriſtianity, ſwears 
' Alla, and Mahomet, and makes a Jeſt p. 34. z5 
Wildblood tells his Man that 


P+ 37+ 


upon Hell. 
ſh undeſigning Rog wes as hemake a Drudee 


poor Providence. And Maskail, roſhow 
rohciency under his Maſters, replies 
Balan, who would have had: him 
told a' Lie. Sir, upon the Faith of a Sinner, p. ;5 
you: have had my laſt Lie already. Ihave not 
owe more to do me Credit, as I hope to be ſav- 
ed, Sir. 
In the cloſe of: the P/ay, they make 


-#{port with Apparitions and Fiends. One 


ofthe Devils {neezes, upon this they give 


him the Bleſſing of the Occaſion, and con- 
:clude he hes got cold by being too long out p. 5x 
of the Fire. | 


The 


The 0rphen lays the Scene in Chrita 
dom, and takes the ſameccare of Religiog : 
Caſtalio Complements his Miftrels ro 4 dof | 


ration. Þ 
Y 


Orph.P-2% No Tomgue my Pleaſure -and my Painc anal; 
"Tis Heaven tohave ther aud without thee Hl 


Pohydor, when upon the attempt to he 3. 
bauch Moniwis, puts up this Ejaculation - 


Blefſed Heaven, afſift me but in this dear Hom 


Thus the Stage worſhips the true Godif 
in Blaſphemy, as the Lindians did Here _l - 
les by'Curſing and throwing Stones. This 
Palyaor has another Flight of Profancnch ' 
but that has gota certain Prote#:or, and ©; 
therefore mult not be difturb'd. 'F 

In the O14 Batchelowr V aim-lowe asksBd 
mour, Could you he content to go to Heauenlfl }, 

9 196 Bell. Flum, not immediately in my | fl: 
ſcience, not heartily. ———Thus.is playingll 
take it with Edge-Tools. To goto Her * 
ven in jeſt, is the way to go to .Hell uw 
earneſt. | Inthe Fourth 4#, Lewducſs vi} 
repreſented with that 'Gaiety, as -if 2 
Crimewas purely imaginary, and lay on 
1y 1a agnarance and preciſenels. Have ju |, 

ol conſider d { fays Foxdlewife) buy © 
deteſt able, how heinous, and howerying .u Sl 
k 


vi 2} if 'F. " 
FF ©" vf the Stage. 63 
"She Sin of Adultery is ? Have you weighed 1 
O08 Toy ? For it is 4 very weighty Sin : And altho? 
Y # may He et thy Husband muft alſo beay 7.28. 
bis part; For thy Iniquity will fall on hisFHead. 
zppoſe this fir of Buftoonry and Profa- 
A nenels, was to fettle the Conſcience of 
"ys young Beginners, and ro make the Tercors 
2 of Relivion inſignificant. Belmonr defires 
HY Letitia to give him leave to ſwear by her Ejes 
ay 2d ber Lips : He kiſſes the Strumper, and 
xs her, Eternity was in that Moment, L@- Þ: 3'« 
Wiz is horribly Profane in her Apology to 
"'& her Husband;; but having the Srape-Pro- 
jon of Smut for her Guard, we muſt 
” her alone, , Foxdlewife ſtalks under p. 38- 
Jame ſhelter, and abuſes a plain Text 
"F of Scripture to an impudent Meaning. 
ay A little before, Le:;tia when'her Intrigue ?- 35 
with Belmour was almoſt diſcover'd, = 
- ports her {elf with this Conſideration. AU 
" iy comfort lies.in his Impudexce, and Hea- 
= 7exbe praii'd, he bas a conſiderable Portion. 
*F This is the Play-Hox/e Grace, and thus ?-37 
3 LTzwdneſs is made a part. of Devotion' 
v2 There's anottier Inftance fil behind : 
Tis that of * Sharper to Pain-Love,' and 
"es thus. | 
* Thave.been a'kind of God-father to fo, 
 Jonder : T have promis'd and von'd ſomething 
"= 7 jour Name, which I thitk you are bound * 
* 79 perform. For Chriſtians to droll upon 
+4 racer 
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their Baptiſm is ſomewhat extraordinary 
But ſince. the Bible can't eſcape, *tis th 
re wonder to make bold wi ei «fl 
chiſm. _ 
Danble n the Double Dealer, Lady P ent 
— out Jeſs, and talks Smut in the 
tence.: Sir. Pau! Phant, whom the * x 
dubb'd aFool when he made him aKnight, 
2. 36. talks very Piouſly ! Bleſſed be ay. 
; 4 poor unworthy Sinner, I am mightily 
Pe 35- holden to Providence : And the ſame Word 
is thrice repeated upon.an odd occaſion, 
The meaning muſt be, that Providente | 
a ridiculous Suppoſition, and that, oe 
but Block-heads pretend to Reli 3ut 
the Poet can diſcover- hirmſel farther 
need be. Lady Froth is pleas'd to call 


[ 
5 


a Hickney-Coachman, Upon this, Brick r6ſ 
plies, If Jebu WAS 4 Om oachman,} 11 
am anſwer'd, -y0u may put that into thi 
Marginal Notes though, to prevent Crith 
ciſms only make it with a ſmall AY 


riſm and ſay, —& ehu was formerly. 
hi 


Hack oachman s for a heavy. Pics 
of Protanenelſs,is nodoubt thought a lucky 
one, becauſe it Burleſques the Text, and 
the Comment, all under one, I could po 
on with the Double Dealer, but he'll com J 3 
in my way. afterwards, and. fo I ſhall 
Part with him at preſent.. Let us now 
take a view of Doz Sebaſtian. And her | ; 

re 


in |; y Z | of the Stage. : 65" 
ls Cel the Reader can't be long unfurniſh'd, Ds- 
C4 rax ſhall ſpeak firſt : 


16 Shall [ truſt Heaven | 
ns With my Revenge ? then where's my Satiſ+ 


on  fattion ? | 
= No, it muſt be my own, I ſcorn a Proxy. Seb p.96 


= But Dorax was a Renegado, what then? 
ro He had renounc'd Chriſtianity, but not 
v8 Providence. Beſides, ſuch hideous Sen- 
tences ought not to be-put in the Mouth 
"yy of the Devil. For that which is not fit to 
; heard,is nor fit to be ſpoken.But to ſome 
oF} People an Atheiſtical Rant is as good as a 
i Flouriſh of Trumpets. To prooceed; Ax- 
16} 70x10 tho a profeſs'd Chriſtian, mends the 
v1 matter very little. He is looking on a Lot 
ig which he had drawn for. his Life: This 
ith oving unlucky, after the. preamble | of 
e 


FF 2Curſe or two, he calls it, | 
hy 


&< "As black as Hell, another lucky: ſaying ! 
Wh think the Devil's in me: —— good again, | 

= 1 cannot ſpeak one Syllable but tends Id, þ. 10: 
30. To Death or to Damnation, 


now 
hers 


P. 47- 


Id. p. $3: 
E xd. x1. 


4» 
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theſe Lines, would be almoſt as bad as the | 
Conſcience. The Poem warms and riſes 


inthe working ; and the next Flight is ex- 
treamly remarkable : | 


Not the Isft ſounding could ſurprize me wore, 

That ſummons drow(y Mortals totheir Doom, 

When calld in haſt they fumble for their. 
- Limbs. 


Very Solemaly andReligiouſly,expreſs'd:! 
Lucjazand Celſas could not have ridicu- 
led the ReſurreRion better | Certainly the; 
Poet inever expects to be there, Such a 
light Turn would have agreed much bet»! 
ter t0/a Man-who was in the Dark, and: 
was. feeling. for his Stockings. | But let! 
thoſe-/who ,talk.of | Fumbling :for their: 
Lambs, takecarethey don't find them tov; 
fa{t. ! In the Fourth AQt, Maſtepre dates, 
his Exdltation to'T malt, from: the ſecond; 
Night of the Moutb;Abih. Thus you have; 
the Holy Text abuſed by Captain Tom ;- 
and the: Biblewtora by the Rabble'! The: 
D&ſiga of this Liberty I can't-underſtand, 
unleſs it be to:imake Muſtephi.as confide-\ 
rable as Moſes ; and the prevalence of av 
Tumult, as much a Miracle as the Delt-* 
veranee out off Egypr. We have heard this ' 
Author /hicherto! 1a his Chara#ers, let us! 
hear him now4n his own Perſon..: n' hiss 
Dedication of Aarenge Zybe he is ſo hardy® 
as 


— « _—— _—_ Mn. 
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as to affirm, That: he who is roo lightly res 
ox. © forciled after bigh Provocation, may Recom- 
" mend himſelf to the World for a Chriſtian, 
' but I ſhould hardly traſt him for a Friend, 
And why 1s a Chriſtian not fit to make a 
Friend of? Arethe Principles of Chriſtia- 
nity defective, and the Laws of it ill con» 
triv'd ? Are the Intereſts and Capacities 
of Mankind over-look'd ? . Did our Great 
Maſter bind us to Diſadvantage,and make 
our Duty onr Misfortune? And did, he 
grudge us all the Pleaſures and Securities 
| Wi Freendilup 7 Are not all theſe horrid 
o=rons, Are they not a flat Contra» 
diction to the Bible, and a Satyr on the 
Attributes of the Deity ? Our Saviour tells 
us, we mult forgive until Seventy, times 
; Sever ; That 15, we muſt never be tired 
Fout of Clemency and Good Nature. ., He 
T& las taught us to pray for the Forgiveneſs 
of our own Sins, only upon the Conditi» 
on of Forgiving others, Here is no ex- | 
ception upon the Repetition of the Fault, | 
or the Quality of the Provocation, Mr. | 
Dryden, to do him right, docs not diſpute 
- the Precept, Hecontelles this is the way, 
-. {to be a Chriſtian ; bur for all thar,he ſhould 
AY hardly truſt him for a Friend. And why 
©? Becauſe the 7raian Proverb ſays, He.1b1. 
Jl #bzt forgives the ſecond time is a Fool, This 
SLlewd Proverb comes in for Authority, 
F 2 an4 
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and is a piece of very Pertitent Blaſphe- 
my ! Thus, in ſome Peoples Logick, one 
Proof from Atheiſm, is worth Ten from 
the New Teſtament. But here the Poet ar- 
gues no better than he Believes. For moſt 
certainly, a Chriſtian of all others 1s belt 
qualified for Friendſhip : For he that loves 
his Neighbour as himſelf, and carries Be-. 
nevolence and Good Nature beyond the 
Heights of Philoſophy : He that is not 
goverr'd by Vanity, or Deſign : He that 
prefers his Conſcience to his Life, and has 
Courage to maintain his Reaſon : He that 
is thus qualified, muſt be a good Friend ; 
And he that falls ſhort, is no good Chris 
ſtian. And ſince the Poet is pleas'd to find 
fault with Chriſtianity, let us examine his 
own Scheme. Our Minds (lays he) art 
perpetually wrought on by the Temperament of 
our Bodies, which makes me ſuſpeft they art 
nearer Allied than either our Philoſophers, of 
School. Divines will allow them-to be, The 
meaning is, he ſuſpects our Souls are no- 
thing but Organiz'd Matrer : Or, in plain 
Engliſh, our Souls are nothing bur our 
Bodics ; and then when the Body dicy 
you may gueſs what becomes of them! 
Thus theAuthorities of Religion are weaks 
en'd, and the proſpect of the other World 
almoſt ſhut up. And is this a likely Sup» 
poſition for Sincerity and good Nature? 

Does 
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' Does Honour uſe to riſe upon the Ruins of 
*Conſcience * And are People the bett 
Friends where they have the leait Reaſon 
to be ſo? But nor only the -Inclinations 
to Friendſhip mutt Languiſh upon this 
Scheme, but the very Powers of 1t are as 
it were deſtroy'd. By this Syſteme, no * 
Man can ſay his Soul is his own. He 
can't be aſſured the ſame Colours of Rea- 
ſon and Defire will laſt. Any little Acci- 
dent from withoat, may metamorphoſe his 
& Fancy,. and puſh him upon a new Set of 
' Thoughts. Matter and Motion arc the 
molt Humorſome Capricious Things in 
Nature; and withal, the moſt Arbitrary 
and uncontroll'd. And can Conſtancy 
proceed from Chance, Choice from Fate, 
and Vertue from neceflity ? In ſhort, a 
Man at this rate, muſt be a Friend or an 
Enemy in ſpight of-his Teeth, and juſt as 
long as the Aroms pleaſe, and no longer : 
Every Change in Figere and Impulſe, muſt 
alter the Idea, and wear off the former 
Impreſſion. So that by thele Principles, 
Friendſhip will depend on the Seaſors,and 
we muſt look in the Weather Gt our 


5, F Inclinations. But this *tis to Refine upon 
Revelation, and grow wiſer than Wil- 
F dom! The ſame Author in his Dedication 
© of Jovenal and Perſius, has theſe Words : 
= 1 Lord, I am come to. the laſt Petition of yg, y, 5x. 
| Fi. Abraham 
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Abrahans, If there be ten Righteous Lina. 
in this veſt Preface, ſpare it for their ſake; 
and alſo ſpare the next City, becauſe it i but 
4 little one. Here the Poct ſtands for 4 
braham, and the Patron for God Almigh' 
ty : And where lies the Wit of all this? 
* In the Decency of the Compariſon ? 1 
doubt not. And for the zext City he 
would have ſpared, he 1s out in the 
Alluſion. *Tis no Zoar, but much ra 
ther Sodom and Gomorrah ; Let them take 
carethe Fire and Brimſtone does not fol 
low: And that thoſe who are ſo bold 
with Abraham's Petition, are not forced 
to that of Dives. To beg ProteCtion for 
a Lewd Book in Scripture-Phraſe, is very 
extraordinary ! *Tis in efte& to Proſts 
tute the Holy Rhetorick, and fend the 
Rible to the Brothe!! I can hardly imaz 
gine why theſe Tombs of Antiquity were 
raked in, and dilturb'd! Unleſs it were 
to conjure up a departed Vice, and revive 
the Pagan Impurities; unleſs it werg 
toraiſe the Stench of the Vault, and Pob 
{on the Living with the Dead. Indeed" 
Juvenal has a very untoward way with 
him in ſome of his Satirs. His Pen has 
ſuch a Libertine {tfoak,that *tisa Queſtion 
whecher. the Practice, or the Reproof, the 
Age, or the Author, were the more Li 
centious, He teaches thoſe Yices he would 
corre 


- him. 
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"corre, and writes more like a Pimp, 


than a Poer., And truly I think there is 


bur little of Lewdneſs loſt in the Tran- 
flation. 


The Sixth and Eleventh Satzrrs 
are Particularly remarkable. Such nau- 
ſrous ſtuff is almoſt enough to debauch 
the Alphabet, and make the Language 
ſcandalous. One would almoſt be ſorry 
for the Privilege of Speech, and the In- 
vention of Letters, to ſee them thus wret- 


chedly abuſed. And ſince theBuſineſs mult 


be undertaken, why was not the Thought 


Blanched, the Exprefſion made remote, 
and the ill Features caſt into Shadows ? 
Pm miſtaken if we --have not Lewdnels 
enough of our own Growth, without Im- 
porting from our Neighbours. No This 
can't be, An Aythor muſt have Right 
done him,and be ſhown in! his own Shape, 
and Complexion, Yes by all means! 
Vice muſt be difrobed, and People pot- 
fon'd, and all for the ſake of Juſtice ! 
To do Right to ſuch an Author is to burn 
I hope Modeſty is much better 
than Reſemblance. The Imiaticn ot an 
il Thing is the worſe for being exact : 
And ſometimes to report a Fault 1s to rc- 


To return to his Plays. In Love Tri- 
wnphant,Garcia makes Feramond this Com- 


pliment : 
h F 4 May 


"peat it. 
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Mey Heaven and yoar brave Son, and 1 
ove all, | 
Tour own prevailing Genius guard your Age, | 


What is meant by his Genius, in this 
place, is not eaſy to Diſcover, only that *tisY 
ſomething which 15s a better Guard than 
Heaven. But *tis no Matter for the Senſe, 
as long as the Profanenels is clear. In this 
A#&, Colonel Sancho lets Carlos know the 
old Jew'is dead, which he calls good 
news. 

Carl. What Jew? 

Sanch. Why the rich Jew my Father, It 
is gone to the Boſom, of Abraham his Father, 
and I his Chriſtian Son am left ſole Heir, 
A very mannerly Story ! But why does 


the Poet acquaint us with Saxcho's Religh 
on? The cale is pretty plain : *Tis to give 
a laſtre to his Profaneneſs, and make him 
burleſque St. Luke with the better Grace. 
Alphonſo complains to Vittoria that Ns 
ture dotes with Age. His reaſon is, becauſe 
Brother and Siſter can'c _— as they 


did at firſt ;*Tis very well! We know 
what Nature means in the Language of 
Chriſtianity, and eſpecially under the No- 
tion of a Law-giver. - Alphonſo goes on, 
and compares the Poſſeſſion of Inceſtuous 
Love to Heaven. Yes, tis Eternity in 
Little. 4 


there's no diverſion. 
nels like a Faulcons Leſſening, males 
- them the more 
ing to ſome of the Poet's Divinity. And 
- here Vengeance is ſaid to be ſo ſweet a Morel, 


of the Stage. 
It ſeems Lovers muſt be diſtrafted, or 
A Flight of Mad- 


z2d at! I am now com- 


* That Heaven reſerves it for it*s properT afte. p. 3% 


This belike is the meaning of thoſe Texts, 
thatGod is good and gracious, and flow to an- 
ger, and does not willingly afflitt the Children 
of Men | From expounding the Bible, he 
ces to the Common-Prayer. And as Carlos 
interprets the Office of Matrimony, FO? 
Better fo: Woſe,is for Virgin for Whore ; p. 6. 
d that the Reference might not be mi- 
aken,the Poet is careful to put rheWords 
in 1talick, and great Letters. And by the '/-E%x- 
way, He falls under the Penalty of the Sta. ** © 


tute for Depraving the Common- Prayer. 


Sancho upon reading a Letter which he 
did not like, cries, Damn it, it muſt be all p. 63 


Orthodox. Damn and Orthodox clapt toge- 
"ther, make a _ Rant, becauſe it looks 


like Curſing the Creed, The moſt extra- 
ordinary Paſlage is behind; Sancho was 


your Comfort, Marriage they ſay is Holy, San- 


gurCo Married : Carlos tells him, For p. 7% 


.cho replies: Ay, and ſo is Martyrdom as 


they ſay, but both of them are good for juſt n0- 
thing, 


Love for 
Loves 49. 
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thing, but to make an end of a Man's Life, 
I ſhall make no Reflections upon This: 
There needs no Reading upon a Monſter; 
*Tis ſhown enough by its own Deformity, 
Love for Love has a Strain like this, and 
therefore I ſhall put them together : Scans 

aal {ollicitsMrs. Foreſight : She threatens toY. 
tell her Husband. He replies, He wil! dirs 
Martyr rather than diſclatm his Paſſion.Here 
we have Adultery dignified with the {tyle 


of Martyrdom : As it *twas as Honourable Y 


to periſh in Defence of Whoring,as to die 
for the Faith of Chriſtianity. But thele 
Martyrs will be a great while in burning, 
and therefore let no body ſtrive to grace 
the Adventure, or encreaſe the Number, 
And now TI am in thisP/ay,the Reader {hall 
have more. FJeremy who was bred at the 
Univerſity, calls the Natural Inclinations F 
to Eating and Drinking, Whoreſon Appe- 
zites. This is ſtrange Language! "The 
Manicheans, who made Creation. the work 
of the Devil,could ſcarcely have been thus 
Coarſe. But the Poet was Jeremy's Tutor, 
and ſo that Myſtery is at an end. Sr. 
Samſon carries on the Expoſtulation, rails 
at the Structure of Humane Bodies, and 
lays, Nature has been Provident only to 
Bears, and Spiders; This is the Author's 
Paraphraſe on the 139 P/a/m; And thus 
he gives God thanks for the — 


. & of his Being !: The Play advances from 
/*Y one Wickednels to another,from the Works 
'Y of God to the: Abuſe of his Word. Fore- 


Po 47» 


| »-a-e- by his Judament in Aſtrology. *Tis 
yery well ! Solomon and Foreſight had their 
Underſtandings qualified aike. And pray _ 
what was Foreftght? Why an TWiterate omg 
Fellow. A pretender to Dreams, Aſtrology,” © 
Palmeſftry, &c. This is the Poet's account 
of Solomons's Supernatural Knowledge! 
Thus the wiſeſt Prince is dwindled into 
a Gyplie! And the Glorious Miracle . re- 

 folved into Dotage, and Figure-flinging ! 
$:andal continues his Banter, and ſays, the 
wiſe Men of the Eaſt owed their Juſtruton 
to a Star ; which # rightly obſere/'d by Gre- 

- gory the Great in favour of Aſtrology.'T his 
was the Star which ſhone at our Saviour's 
Birth. Now who could imagine by the 
Levity of the occaſion, that the Aurhor 
thought it any better than an Jgnis Fa- 
taus, or Sydrophel's Kite in Hudibras ? Sir 
Saypſon and the fine Angelica, after ſome 
kwd Raillery continue the — and 

rive 
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drive it up into Profaneneſs. For this rea» 
ſon the Citation muſt be imperfett. 

Sr. Sampl. Sampſon's « very good Name 
for---» your Samplons were ſtrong Dogs from 
the beginning. 

Angel. Fave a caye---- If you remen- 
ber the ſtrongeſt Sampſon of your Name, pull'd 
an old Houſe over his Head at laſt. Here 
you have the Sacred Hiſtory Burleſqu'd, 
and Sampſox once more brought into the 
Houſe of Dagon, to make ſport for the 
Philiſtines ! 'Todraw towards an end of 
this Play. Tattle would have carried off 
Valentine's Miſtreſs, This latter, expreſ- 
fes his Reſentment in a moſt Divine. man- 
ner! Tattle, Irhank you, you would have in- 
terpos'd between me and Heaven, but Provis 
dence has laid Purgatory in your way. Thus 
Heaven is debas'd into an Amour, and 
Providence brought in to direct the Paul 
try concerns of the Stage! Angelica con- 
cludes much in the ſame ſtrain. Mex are 
generally Hypocrites and Infidels, they pre- 
tend to Worſhip, but have neither Zeal, nor 
Faith; How ; ob like Valentine would per- 
ſevere unto Martyrdom ? &c, Here you 
have the Language of the Scriptures, and 
the moſt folema Inſtances of Religion, 
proſtituted to Courtſhip and Romance! 
Here you have a Miſtrels made God Al- 
mighcy, Adord with Zeal and r__ 

an 


of the Stage, 
and Jakajes. 4 up to Martyrdom ! This 
if *rwere only for the Modeſty, is ſtrange 
ſtuff for a Lady to ſay of her ſelf. And 
had it not been for the Profane Alluſion, 
would have been cold enough in all Con- 
ſcience. 
\. The Provot'd Wife furniſhes the Au- 
dience with a Drunken Atheiſtical Catch: 
Tis true this Song is afterwards ſaid to 
be Full of Sin and Impudence. But why 
then was it made? This Confeſſon is a 
miſerable Sa/vo; and the Antidote is 
much weaker than the Poiſon : *Tis juſt 
asif a Man ſhould ſet a Houſe in a Flame, 
and think to make amends by crying Fire 
in the Streets. In the laſt AF, Raſor 
makes his Diſcovery of the Plot againſt 
Belinds in Scriptare-Phraſe, Þ'll give it the 
Reader in the Author's Dialogue. 

Belind. I muſt know who put you upon all 


this Miſchief. 


Raſor. Sathan and his Equipage, Wo- 
man tempted me, Luſt weaken'd, And 
ſo the Devil overcame me: As fill Adam 


Þ fell 1. 


+ Belind. Then pray, My. Adam, Will you 

make as acquainted with your Eve? + 

\ Raſor unmasks> This is the Woman 

Mademoiſelle, andGh tempted me: But 

lays, this is the Serpent 

# (meaning Lady Fg 
Inas 


77 
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Þ» 33, 


Id. p. 77: 


The P:ofaneneſs 


that tempted the Woman ; And if my Prayerif 
might be heard, her puniſhment for ſo doing 
ſhould be like the Serpents of old, &c. TH 
Raſor in what we hear of him before,is 
Roguery, and Debauch : But now he eq 
ters in Sack/oth,and talks like Tribalation ml 
the Alchemiſe, His Chara@er is chang 
to make him the more Profane; And hi 
Habit, as well as Diſcourſe, is a Jeſt upon | 
Religion. Tam forced to omit one Line 
of his Confeffion. The Deſign of it } 
to make the Bible deliver an obſced | 
Thought : And becauſe the Text woult 
not' bend' into a Lewd: Application, he 
alters the Words for this purpoſe, but pa 
ſes it for Scripture ſtill, This fort of: 
Enertainment is frequent in the Relz F; 
Lord Foplington laughs at the Publick Soi 
lemanities of Religion, as if *rwas a rid 
culous piece of Ignorance, to pretend 9 
the Worſhip of a God. He Diſcourſe 
with Berinthia 2nd Amania in this man+ 
ner : Why Faith Madan, cs i | 
4 


vile Day, I muſt confeſs. A Man miſt ha 
very little to do at Church that can give ani 
account of the Sermon, And a little" af- 
tef: To Mind the Prayers or the Sernion, 
is to mind what oxe ſhoald not do. Lory tells 
young Faſhion. TI hate bten' in « lamen. 
table Fright ever ſince that Conſcience had 
the Impudence to intrude into your Company, 
His 


of the Stage. 79 
His Maſter makes him this comfortable 
Anſwer. Be at peace, it will come no more : 
—— Þ have kick'd it down ftairs, A little 
& before, he breaks out into this Rapture. 
Now Conſcience I defie thee ! By the way, p. 44,45. 


© we may obſerve, that this young Faſhion 


the Poer's Favourite; Berinthia and Wors- v1. Infra. 
two Charadters of Figure, determine 
he point thus, in defence of Pimping, 
-Berinth. Well, I would be glad to have no 
ies Sins to anſwer for but my own. But þ- 5 
where there i' 4 neceſſity — 
F Worth. Right as you ſay, where there «s 
aNeceſſity, a Chriſtian is bound to help his 
Our. : 
Narſe, after a great deal of profaneStuff, 
aacludes herExpoſtulation in theſe words: 
' Bir bs Worſbip (Young Faſhion) over-flows 


I wh; his, Mercy and; his Bounty; He is not 


eas'd to forgive us our Sins ——but 

Yeh 25 more than all, has prevail 'd with me y. oc, 57. 
bhecome the Wife of thy Boſom': This is 

* ay: heavy, and ill dreſs'd ; And an A- 


# bet muſt be ſharp ſet to reliſh it. The 


» Wiertuous Amanda makes no {cruple to 
large the Bible with uatruths, 
23 
What Slipper are Men compos'd of? Ibid. 
e the Prca £7 orb Creation ale, 
'twas the Woman's Rib that they mere 
\form'd of. | 
ks Thus 
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Thus this Lady abuſes her ſelf, 

ether with the Scripture, and ſhews h&* 

nfe, and her Religion, to be much 
a Size. be 

Berinthia,after ſhe has given in aSchem , 
for the debauching Awmaende, is "thus acs 
coſted by Worthy: Thou Angel" of Lig t, 
let me fall down and adore thee! A mic 
Seraphick Compliment to a Procure $! 
And 'tis poſſible ſome Angel or other,may 
thank him for't in due time. , 

I am quite tired with theſe wretcheq 
Sentences. The ſight indeed is horrible 
and I am almoſt unwilling to ſhew 
However they ſhall be Produced like Ms 
lefactors, not for Pomp, but Execution} 
Snakes and Vipers, muſt ſometimes bel 
look'd on, to deſtroy them. I can't for 
bear expreſſing my ſelf with ſome warmly 
under theſe Provocations. W hat Chrifl 
an can be unconcern'd at ſuch intolerable 
Abuſes? What «can be a juſter Reaſonly- 
for Indignation than Infolence and 'F 
theiſm? Reſentment can never be betty 
ſhown, nor Averſion more ſeaſonably & 
erted! Nature made the Ferment andy 
Riſing of the Blood, for ſuch occaſions al 
This. On what unhappy Times are wh 
fallen ! The Oracles of Truth, the Laws af 
Omnipotence,and the Fate of m——_— 
Laught at and deſpis'd! That the - 


4 
IST, 
_ 
' 


ſhouly 


of the Stage. 
&& ſhould be ſuffer'd to play upon the Bible, 
£7} and Chriſtianity be Hooted off the Srage! 
'F - Chriſtianity chat from ſuch feeble begin- 


$ made fo - ſtupendious a progres ! 
w nat over-bore all theOppoſitions of Pow= 
; a0} © and Learning ; and with Twelve poor 
obey Men, outſtretch'd the Roman Empire. 
FE That this glorious Religion ſo-reaſonable 
Y lo its DoAtrine, ſo well atteſted by Mira- 
ys ces, by Martyrs, by all the Evidence that 
2 #F4# is capable of, hould become the Di- 
48 verlion of the Town,and the Scorn of But- 
ible foors! And where,and by whom is all this 
it, age committed ? Why not by Jelien, 
Max or Porphrrie, not among Turks orHeathens, 
ion. but in a. Chriſtian Country,in a Reform'd 
x Church, and in the Face of Authority ! 
My Well ! I perceive the Devil was a Saint in 
i his Orac/es, to what he is in his P/eys, His 
WE Blaſphemics are as much improv'd as his 
8 Stile, and one would think the Muſe was 
ul Legzon ! I ſuppoſe the. Reader may be ſa» 
1d "AJ tified already : But if he delires farther 
-ttt [5 there's ſomething more flamingly 
'X 10us behind. 
 anlfl The Chriſtian Al/meide when Sebaſtian 
ul Was in danger, Raves and Foams like one 


n At & there Heaven, for I begin to doubt ? Don. Se. 
yl Now rake J0u ſwing __ in nnpuniſh'd, _— p 


Lind - 


8: 


y. 44 


Double 
Dealer. p- 
18. 


Gen. 2» 


S. Mach. : : 
= applied by our Saviour to the caſe. 


| Lady Plyant,---- I find Paſſion coming upat 
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Eternal Providence (eems over watch'd, \. 


Aud with a fumbringNod «ſſents toMurthes, i 


Jo the next Page,ſhe bellows again much 
after the lame manner. 'The Double Dea 
er to ſay the leaſt of him, follows his 
Maſter in. this Road, Paſ/ibms equis. ' St, 
Paul Plant one: would think had\ doe 
his part: But the ridiculing of Providenct: 
won't fſatisfie all People : And therefore Ny 
the nextattempt is ſomewhat bolder, \ 
Sr. Paul. Hold your ſelf contented my 


i 
! 
1 


me by Inſpiration. In Love Triumphant} 
Carlos is by the Conſtitution of the Ply 
a Chriſtian ; and therefore muſt be cons 
ſrued in the Senſe of his Religion, This 
Man blunders out this horrible Expreſſion! 
Nature has given me my Portion tn Stnſe 
with a P----- to her, &c. The Reader 
may fee the Helliſh Syllable at Length if 
he pleaſes. This Curſe is borrow'd tot 
Yoang Faſhion inthe Relapſe, 'T he Dous 
ble Dealer is not yet exhauſted. Cynthia 
the Top Lady grows Thoughtful, Upon the 

ueſtion, ſhe relates her Contemplation, 
Gyath, 1 am thinking ( lays ſhe ) that tho 
Marriage makes Man and Wife one Fleſh 
it leaves them two Fools. This Jeſt is made 
upon a 'Tcxt in Geneſis, and ey 


VOrce 


=» =» 0 cn - we == i 


oy w——  w_— 6 
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of the Stage. 
1 Yyorce. Love for Love will give usa fars 
Tiher-account of this Author's Proficiency 
' Yin the Scriptures.  Qur Bleſſed Saviour at- 
Sirms himſelf to be che Way, the Truth, and 
Yihe Light, that he came to bear Witneſs to 
s Bike Trath, and that his Word « Trath. 
TTheſe Expreſſions were remembred to 
b Fabod purpoſe. For Falentine in his pre- 
Sinded Madneſs tells Buckram the Law- 
yer; 1 am Trath,------ 1 am Truth. 
j hv's that that's out of his way, I am Truth, 
and ran ſet him right.” Now a Poet that 
ld not been ſmitten with the Pleaſure 
of Blaſphemy,would never have furniſh'd 
Frenſy with Infpirarion; nor put our Sa- 
viour's Words in the Mouth of a Mad- 
nan. Lady Brute, after fome ſtrugple 
keeween Conſcience and Lewdneſs, de- 
Fckres in Favour of the later. She ſays, 
the part of a downright Wife is to Cuckold 
ter Husband. And tho' this is a24:aft the 
firitt Statute-Law of Religion, yet if there}. 4+ 
were a Court of Chancery in Hoaven, ſhe ſhould 
& fare to caſt him. 
This Braſs-15 double Guilt. Fir, Tt 
ſuppoſes no Equity in Heaven. And Secozd- 
"$5, If there was, Adultery would not be pus) 
(ſh'd ! The Poet afterwards acquaints us 
by this Lady, that Blaſphemy is no Wo- 
i Fman's Sin, . Why then does the fall into p, 65- 
{8 Why in the mid'ſt- of 'Cemper and 
G 2 Rea- 


Provok'd 
Wife, p.'3s 


Lhe -Profaneneſs 
Reaſoning? What .makes him break j 
upon his own | Rules? Is Blaſphemyl 
never unſcaſonable.upon the . St«ge, and, 
does it always, bring its excule along with 
it? The Relapſe goes on in the ſame (traight 
When Toung Faſhion . had. a. proſpet 
cheating his -Elder Brother, he tells Loy 
Relapſe, p- Providence thou. ſeeſt at laſt takes care of 
19. Men of Merit. Berinthia who has engage 
4s #9 corrupt Amande for Worthy ; attack 
" her with this Speech, Mr.. Worthy sf 
youlike a Text, he took you all to pieces, and 
it ſeems, was particular in her Comm 
dation. Thus ſhe runs on for ſeveral Lines 
in a Lewd and Profane Allegory. In the 
Application, ſhe ſpeaks out the Defign,ſh 
and concludes with rhis Pious Exhorts 
tion! Now conſiaer what has been ſaid, and 
Fleaven give you Grace to put it in Pra 
tice; that is to play the Whore, Ther 
are few of theſe laſt Quotations, but what 
are plain Blaſphemy, and within the Lam, 
They look reeking as it were from Pan 
demonium, and almoſt ſmell of Fire and 
Brimftone. . This is an Eruption of Hell 
with a Witnels ! I almoſt wender the; 
ſmoak of it has not darken'd the Sun, ardÞ, 
turn'd the Air to Plague and Poiſon! 
Theſe are outragious Provocations ; £ 
nough to arm all Nature in Revenge; 


To.cxhault the Judgments. of Heayey | 
_ 


of the Stage. $5 
ak infland ok the 1/ard in the- Sea! What a 
lcempfpite have theſe Men to the God that made 
'» andflthem. How do they Rebell upon bis 
> WillBounty, and - attack him with his .own 
traigFReaſon? Theſe Giants in Wickednels, 
-ct Glow would they ravage with a Stature 
pportionallle ? They chat can Swagger 
«re Sin Impotence,and Blalpheme upon a Mole» 
848 Elill, what would they do if they had 
ackirength to their Good-Will ? And whar 
' */eF:1n be the Ground of this Confidence,and 
» andBhe Reaſon of ſuch horrid Preſumprion ? 
Why the Scripture will beſt fatisfie the que- ,...,- g 
LN tion, Becauſe ſentence againſt an Evil Work ii. 
ns wot executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart of 
(gn, be Sons of Men,zs fully ſet in them to ao Evil, 


ww Clemency is weaknels with ſme Peo- 
7 


Feen Blaſphemy and Vengeance; and 
aneihey don't periſh in the Act of Detiance; 
Wecaule they are not blatted with Light- 
Wo g, transftixt with Thunder,andGuard- 


Fw off with Devils, they think there's no 
10N-Bich matter as a day of Recikoning. But Gs! & 


» El no Man be deceiv'd, God is not mock'd ; 
nSe rt without danger they may be aflured, 
VI them retreat in time, before rhe Floods 
ane Gz 3 YUM 
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run over them : Before they come to t 
place, where Madneſs will have no 
£ick, nor Blaſphemy any Diverſion. 
And here it may not be amiſs to bok 
little into the Behaviour of the Heathen 
Now 'tis no wonder to find them run vi 
upon this Subject. The Characters 
their Gods were not unblemiſh'd. The 
Proſpett of the other World, was but. Dir 
neither were they under the Terror 
Revelation. However, they are few ( 
them {ſo bad as the Moderns.” , 
Terence does not run often upon thi 
Eunueb. Þ ock. *Tistrue, Cherea falls into an 
Heauton. Rapture after his Succeſs, Ciremes bi 
4.5. 7*, his Wife not tire the Gods with Thanks 
5. 5, © And Aiſchinss is quite lick of the Religiolſ 
part of the Wedding. Theſe Inſtance 
excepting his Swearing, are the moſt, (an: 
T think near all the ) exceptionable Pal 
ſages of this Author. 
Plautrs is much more bold, But the 
his {allies are generally made by S/ 
and Panaars. 
This makes the Example lefs dang 
Loconides, 38S» and is fome fort of extenuation, 
Aulular. grant this imperfe&t excuſe won't { 
4.2.4.Pe- him always. There are ſome Inſtanet 
- Jt where his Perſons of better Figure 
Dinarchus. guilty of lewd Defences, Profane Flight 


_ and Sawcy  Expoſtulation, Bur the R 
fe 2 & , ; 
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war Deities were Beings of ill Fame, 
is the leſs wonder therefore if the Poers | 
were familiar with them. However, | 
 Plantws has ſomething good in him, and | 
$ enough to condema the PraCtice. Plenſides | 


un ri} would gladly have had the Gods change rhe 
cters( arte of Things, in ſome Particulars. He 

Thalf would have had frank good Humour'd People 
t. Din Jorg 1iv'd, and cloſe-fiſted Raves die Toung, 


| To this Peripletimenes Gravely an{wers, 
few i That 'tis great Ignorance, and Misbehaviour 141. Gir, 
to Cenſare the Condutt of the Gods, or ſpeak 
n thi dſponoar ably of them. in his Pſeudolus the 
) an W Procurer Balio tals Profanzly. Upon 
es bi: which Pſ/endolas makes this Reflection, 
hank This Fellow mekes nothing of Religion, how 
1191008 can we truſt him in other matters ? Boy the phrud, + 
tance} Gods whons all People have the greateſt rea- 4. 1-3 
t, (anÞ}-Jor ro fear, are moſt [lighted by him. 
le Pa} The Greek Tragedians are more itaunch 
and write nearer thc Scheme of Natural 
Religion. *T'ts true, they have ſome bold 
Exprefſions : But then rhey generally rc- 
prove the Liberty, and puniih the Men, 
Promethers 1n Aſchylis blutters with a4 _, 
eat deal of Noule and Stubbornnets. He 
-15not for changing Conditions with Mer- p,un, 
#wry:; And chuſes rather to be milcrable, v4. 5 
than to ſubmit even ro Fprier iumielt, 
Phe Chorws rebuke him for tis Pride, and 
threaten him. with greater 4uni{hmcnr, 
Gr 4 And 
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And the Poet to make all ſure, brings him 
to Execution before the end of the Ply, 
He diſcharges Thunder and Lightning at N 
his Head ; ſhakes his Rock with an Earth 
quake, turns the Air into Whirl-wind, 
and draws up all the Terrours of Nature 
to make him an Example. In his Expedi 
tian againſt Thebes, Eteocles expetts Ca 
panews would be deſtroyed for his Blaſs 
phemies; Which happen'd accordingly. 
On the other hand; Amphiaraus being a 

erſon of Virtue,and Piety, they are afraid 
eaſt he ſhould ſucceed. For & Religions 
Enemy is almoſt invingible. Darius's Ghoit 
lays Xerxes's ruin upon the excels of his 
Ambition. *Twas, becauſe he made a Brides 
over the Helleſpont, «ſed Neptune contumes 
liauſly, and thought himſelf Superiour to Het 
ven. This Ghoſt tells the Choras, that the 
Perſian Army miſcarried for the out-rages 
they did to Religion, for breaking down the 
Altars, and plundering the Gods. 

Ajax's DittraCtion is repreſented as jus 
dicial in Sophocles. *T was inflicted for 
his Pride and Atheiſm, * When his Fas 
*ther bid him be brave but Religious? 
withall, he haughtily replyed, that "'twas! 
© tor Cowards to beg the Aſſiſtance of the; 
*Gods; as for his part, he hoped to Cons: 
* quer without them. And when Mzner-: 
*24Encouraged him to charge the Enemy? 

* He 


of the Stage. 
Tir «i]:gave Serbs appr] bn, 


, He made her this Lewd and inſuffer- 
£able Anſwer, Pray withdraw, and give 
your Countenance elſewhere, I want no 
*Goddeiles to help me do my Bulinels, 
This Infolence made Mzizerve hate him ; 
and was the cauſe of his Madneſs and 
ſelf Murther. To proceed. The Cho- 
we condemns theLiberty of Jocaſts, who 
obliquely charged a Practice upon the Ore 9:4p. T- 
che: Tho? after all, ſhe did not tax Apollo, "P57 
bur his Miniſters. op 
The ſame Chorws recommends Piety and 
Relyance upon the Gods, and threatens 
Pride and Irreligion with Deſtruction. 
In Antigone, Tireſias adviſes Creon to wave yp. 188. 
the Rigour of his Edie, And not let the 
Body of Polynices lie unburied, and ex- 
posd. He tells him the Altars were al- 
"FF ready polluted with Hunrane Fleſh. This 
SJu+ | had made the Language of the Birds un- 4nrig. 
for Þ intelligible, and confounded the marks of 7-255 
Far | dagery. Creon replies in a rage, and ſays, 
10u5'Y be would not conſent to the Burial of 
was Polynices : No, tho' *twere to prevent the 
tie: Y Eagle's throwing part of the Carkaſs in 
Z0n- 's Chair of State, This was a bold 
'ner- © Flight ; but *ris not long before he pays 
:mysforr. Soon after, his Son, and Queen, kill 
* He them- 
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themſelves. And in the cloſe, the Poet, 
who ſpeaks in the Chorus, explains the 
Misfortune, and points upon the Cauſe, 
and affirms, that Creox was puniſh'd for. 
his Haughtineſs and Impiety. To go on 
to his Trachinie. Hereales in all the ex» 
tremity of his Torture does not fall foul 
upon Religion. *Tis true, He ſhows as 
much Impatience as 'tis poſſible: His 
Perſon, his Pain, and the Occaſion of it, 
were very extraordinary. Theſe circum- 
ſtances make it ſomewhat natural for him 
to complain above the common 1ate. 'The 
Greatneſs of his Spirit, the Feavour- of 
his Blood, and the Rage of his Paſſion, 
could hardly fail of putting Force, and 
Vehemence into his Expretſions. Tho 
to deal clearly, he ſeems better furniſhed 
with Rhetorick, than true Fortitude. But 
after all, his Diſorders are not altogethyr 
ungovernd: He 1s uneaſy, but not imph 
ous, and profatrfe, 

I grant Hercules Oeteus in Seneca, (was: 
gers at a {ſtrange Rhodomontading rate, 
But the Conduct of this Author 1s very tt 
different. He makes a meer Salamand# 
of his Hero, and lets him declaim with 
roo much of Length, Curiofity and Airs 
Ration, for one in his Condition : He ha: 
- rangues it with great plenty of Poinrs,andY 
Sentences in the Fire, and lies frying, = 

m 


of the Stage. 


8 Philoſophizing for near a hundred' Lines 
- together. . In fine, this Play is fo injudi- 


ciouſly manag'd, that Heinſius is 'confi- 


- dent *twas written by neither of the Se- 
-yeca's,but by ſome later Author of a lower 


Cla/5. To return to Sophocles's Trachinie. 


Hhllws reproaches the Gods with Negle&, Trach. p- 
becauſe they gave Hercules no Aſſiſtance, 375 


and glances upon Fapiter himſelf, This 


. fally 1s not fo throughly correQed as for- 


merly. ?Tis true, the Chor, make ſome 
little ſatisfaction immediately after. They 
reſolve all ſurprizes of Misfortuge, all Re- 
- —e_ of States or Families, into the 

ill and Permiſſion of Fepiter. This by 
implication, they make an Argument for 
acquieſcence. Beſides, the Poet had laid 
1R a ſort of Caution againſt Miſconftruc- 
tion before. For the Meſſenger tells De- 


Janeira, that we ought not to Murmur at Trach. ?. 


the Conduct of Fupzter. 


Ti aye d” 3 Yeu gfcyoy 
Toyeu ieiba ths fre TEx|wp gavhs 


This for a Heathen is ſomething, tho" 
not enough. Cleomenes's Rant fcems an 
imitation of Hylkes, only *tis bolder, and 
has nothing of the raſhneſs of Youth to 


* excuſe it. Beſides, Sophocles throws 10 cy,m. 7. 
ſomewhat by way of Preſervative. Where. 54 


as 
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as in Cl:omenes, the Boy Cleonidas has the 
better on the wrong fide, and ſeems to- 
the cauſe of Atheiſm againſt his 
Father. This Scene of a Famine Mr. Dry- 
dew ealls a Beauty ; and yet methinks Cleo- 
rs 1s not very Charming ! Her part is to 
tell you the Child ſuck'd to no purpoſe. 


It pull d,and pull'd but now,but nothing came; 
At la#t it drew ſo hard that the Blood follow'd. 
And that Red Milk I found upon its Lips, 
Which made me ſwoon for Fear. 


There's a Deſcription of Sucking for you! 
Andtruly one would think the Muſe 0n't 
were ſcarcely wean'd. This Lady's Fan- 


o is juſt Slip-Stocking-high;, and ſhe 
eems to want Senſe, more than her Break- 
faſt. If this Paſſage would not ſhine,the 
Poet ſhould have let it alone. "I's Ho- 
race's advice. 


—— 7. 
Deſperes trattate niteſcere wolf reltnquas, 


The greateſt part of the Life of this 
Scene is ſpent in Impious Rants,and Athe- 
iltical Diſputes. To do the Author right, 
his Chara#ers never want 'Spirits for {uch 
Service, either Full or Faſting. Some Peo- 


ple love ro ſay the wortt Things in the 
belt 


of the Stage. 


'beſt manner ; to perfume their Poiſons, 


ve an Air to Deformity. | 
There is one il] Sentence in Sophocles be» 


cer we muſt, underſtand was left upon a 
Solitary Iſland, ill uſed by his Friends, 
and harraſs d with «x and Ulcers, 
for Ten Years together, "Theſe, under 


| the Ignorance of Paganiſm, were trying 


Circumſtances, and take off ſomewhat of 
the Malignity of the Complaint. Afﬀter- 
wards he ſcems to repent, and declares his 


93 


and 
"hind. Philofetes calls the Gods Kaws, and Phil#: 


' Libels their Adminiſtration. This Offi- f* 42** 


Aſurance' that the Gods will do, Juſtice, #- 4:5: 


and prays frequently to them. Con- 
cluſion of this Play is remarkablyYMoral. 
Here Hereales appears in hint; ac- 

uaints Philofetes with his owp Glorious 
Condition : That his Happinef$4 was the 
Reward of Vertue, and the Purchaſe of 
Merit. He charges him to pay a due re- 
gard to Religion; for Piety would recom- 
mend him to Fapicer more than any other 


cation, It went into the other 


orld with People, and they found their p. ,zr. 


Accountin't both Living and Dead. 
Upon the whole; the Pays of £/chylae 

and Sophocles are formed upon Models of 

Verrue : they join, Innocence with Plea- 


ure, and delign the Improvemeag of the 


Andience, 
"nr In 
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In Exripides's Bacche, Pentheas is pull'& 


in pieces tor uling Bacchus with Diſreſpe& 
And the Chorus obſerves that God never 
fails to 'puniſh Impiety, and Contempt 


of Religion. - Pohphemus bluſters Athes 
iſtically, and pretends to be as great as 


Fepiter + But then his Eye 15 burnt out in 
the fifth AA. And the Choras in Hers 


clids affirm it next to Madneſs not to 


Worſhip the Gods. I grant he has ſomg 


profane Paſſages ſtand uncorreQed, and 
what wonder 1s it to fee a Pagan Milſcate 


ry? Seneca, as he was inferior in Judgs 


ment to the Greeks, ſo he is more frequentz 


and uncautious, in his Flights of Extrava*F 


gance. His Hero's and Heroines, are ex+ 
ceſſhvely bold with the Superior Beings 
They rave to Diſtration, and he dogg 
not often call them to an account for't, 
"Tis true, Ajax Oilews is made an Example 
for Blaſpheming in a Storm, He is firſf 


{truck with Thunder, and then carried tq' 


the Bottom : The Modern Poets proces 
upon the Liberties of Sexeca; Their Mad- 
men are - very ſeldom reckon'd with, 
They are Profane without Cenſure, and 
defic the Living God with fuccels. Nay, 
inſome reſpe& they exceed even Senect 
himſelf. "He flies out- only under Impas 
tience; and never falls into theſe Fits with- 
out Torture, and hard Uſage. But the 

Engliſb 


_ "Y 


| jo Srage are unprovok'd in their Irre- 
n, and Blafpheme for their” Pleaſure. 

But ſuppoſing the Theatres of Rome, and 
Athens, as bad as poſlible, what Defence 
all this? Can we argue from Heathew- 
i/mto Chriſtianity? How can the Praffice 
& the ſame, where the Rale is fo very 
different ? Have we not a clearer Light to 
diret us, and greater Puniſhments ro 
make us afraid, Is there no Diſtinftion 
Þ between Truth and Fiction, between Ma- 
he and a Pageant? Muſt God be treated 


tan Idol, andthe Scripures banter'd 
ke Homer's Elyſium, and Heſrod's Theo- 
, =p Are thels the Returns we make 

for his Supernatural Aſſiſtance ? For 
the” more perfeA Diſcovery of himſelf, 
the ſtooping of his Greatneſs, and the 
Wonders of - his Love. Can't we refuſe 
the Happineſs without affronting the Of- 
fer? Muſt we add Contempt to Diſobe- 
dence, and Out-rage to Ingratitude? Is 
there no Diverſion without Inſulting the 
{God that made us, the Goodneſs that 
would fave us, and the Power that can 
gun us? Let us not flatter our ſelves, 
Words won't go for nothing. Profaneneſs 
s a moſt provoking Contempt, and a 
Crime of he deepelt dye. To break 
tirough the Laws of Kingdom is bad 
enough ; but to make Ballads upon the 
Statare- 
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Statate-Book, and a Jeſt of Authority, 


much worſe. At may fancy 
they pleaſe, but God will Ari/e = Main 
tain his own Cauſe, and Vindicate his Ho- 
nour in due time. | 

To conclude. Profaneneſs, tho' never 
ſo well corre&ed, is not to be endured, 
Tt ought to be Baniſh'd without Provify, 


or Limitation, No pretence of Charatin 


or Puniſhnent, can excuſe it; or any: 


Stage-Diſcipline make it tolerable. *Tyll 
grating. to Chriſtian Ears, diſhonourabl 
to the Majeſty of God, and dangerous in 


the Example. And ina Word, It tends; 


to no point, unleſs it be to wear off the ; 


horrour of the Practice, to weaken the 
force of Conſcience,and to teach the Lan 
guageof the Dama'd. 
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9" The Clergy abuſed by the Stage: 


HE. Satir of the Sage upon the 
Clergyis extremely Particular: In 
Sher Caſts, they level ac a fingle Mark, 

JF and confine themſelves to Perſons; But 
us 8 & here their Boffoonry takes an unafualCom- 
end $86: Thay ſhoot Chain'd-ſhot; andtrike 
F the Y at Univerlals. They play vpon the Cha- 


| the Y fafer, and endeavour to expoſe not only 
the Men, but the Buſinels. *Tis true, the 


Lane 


| rg) are no ſmall Rub in the Poer's way. 
Tis by their Miniftrations that Religion 
E803 ated, the other World refreſh'd, 
F.and the Intereſt of Vertue kept up, Vice 
FE will never have an unlimited Range; nor 
Conſcience be *rotally ſubdued, -as long as 
le are fo eafy as to be Prieft-ridden ! 


| & lotg as theſe Men are look'd onas the 
I Mefſengers of "Heaven, and the Stpparts 
A Þ& ® Government, and enjoy their old Pre- 
tentions in Credit and Authority ; as long 
this Grievance continues;the Srage muſt 

'F G&cline of Courſe, and Atheiſm give 

"F Ground, and Lewdneſs + C 


=I 


98 The Clergy Abgled 
and Diſcouragement. Therefore that Li- 
berty may not be embarraſs'd,nor Princi' 

ples make Head againſt Plea 0. the Cle 
pra be attack"'d;"and Ridicy» | 
ous. | 

To repreſent a Perſon fairly and with» 

out difleryice:to his Reputation, - two'Y 

Things are to be obſerv*d. Firſt, He muſt 

not be ill uſed by others: Nor, Secondly; 

be made to play the Fool himſcl. Tha 

latter way of Abuſe is rather the w 

becauſe here a Man is a fort of Felo de 

and a ridiculous by his w_ fs | 

The diction of 3 

thods is praQiſed by the Stage. Ts nake F 

{ure on on't, they leave no ſtone u 

turn'd, the whole Tonachs oe of Rude, | 


neſs is run ware They ſtrain than 


Invention and their Malice : And over 
look nothing in ill Nature, or ill nners 


to gain their point, 
Togive ſome Inſtances of their Civility? 
In the Spaniſh Fryer, Dominick is made aF 
Pimp for Lorenzo; He is call'd s parcel { þ 
Hol Gats and Gerbege, and faid fo hat 
room in his Belly for his Chonps por le, | 
Dominick has a great many 0 nd 
Compliments beſtow'd upon him. Ar 
to make the Railing more cffeQtual, y 
have a general ſtroke or two upon the F 
tefſion, Would you kaow what are eh 


Infallibh 


88, 16, 20; 
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my alible Charch-Remedies, Why *tis to 
Clere Impadently, and Sweer Devoutly. As Þ 374 

tie! hk before this, Domznick counterfeits 

Jlumſelt fick, retires, and leaves Lorenzo 

vith. $aod  E/virs together ; ' And then the Re- 
vo Ymark upon the Intrigue follows *You ſee, p. 23+ 

muſt {*Madarn ( ſays Lorenzo) 'tis Intereſt go- 

adly; Y{verns all the World. He Preaches againſt 

This $'$in,. why ?.. Becauſe he gets by's: He 

 Y'bolds his Tongue,why ? Becauſe ſo much 

Emore is bidden. for his Silence, *Tis bus 

MFfgiviag a. Man his Price, and Principles 

Wot Chgrch are bought off as eaſily. as 

| |} By arg, [tu _ "Ge wr Sea 

Rogue for nothing ; but Compenſation 

"mul be made, {9 much Gold for {o much 

Honeſty ; and then a Church-man wil 

break the Rules of Cheſs. For the Black 

ro EF lliſhop, will $s&ip into che White, and 

"Fhe White into the Black, wichour Cog- 

ity;F Kring wherher the remove be Law- 


ade a Vi | 
$3 dt laſt Domunick is dilcover'd tq the 
os Fmpany, makes a diſhonorable Ex:t,aad 
WM puſh'd off the Srage by theRabble. This 
| t Juſtice! The Poet takes care to 
Wake bim firſt a Knave,and then anExam- 
you: But his hand is not even, For 
Pro Bewd Lorenzo comes off with flying Colopry. 
e the $4 not the Faule which is —— but 
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the Prieſt. The Author's Diſcipline is 
dom without a Bias. He commonly givefl} 
the Laity the Pleaſure of an ill Attion, at 
the Clergy thePuniſhment. : 
Toproceed. Horner in his general Refi 
marks upon Men, delivers it as a {fort 
xim, that your Church-man is the great 
Country eft Atheiſt. Tn this Play Harcourt puts 
Wife ?. the Habit of a Divine. Alithes does ng 
think him what he appears; but Sparkifpi 
who could not ſee fo far, endeavours wi 
divert her Suſpicion. I ell you (ſays 
| this s Ned Harcourt of Cambridge, julſ. 
p- 35» fee he has a ſneaking College-look. | 
wards his CharaQer is ſufficiently abuk 
by _ and Lzcy; but not ſo much; 
id. by Himſelf. He tells you in an Aſfiae. 
muſt ſuit his Style to his Coat. Upon ting. 
wife Recolle&ion, He talks like a ferv 
impertinent Fop. 
In-the Orphan, The Young Soldy 
Chamont calls theChaplain Sir Gravity ablif: 
treats him with the Language of Thee a 
7hon. The Chaplain inſtead of return 
the Contempt ; flatters Chamont ini 
Folly, and pays a ReſpeC&t to his Pric 
The Cavalier encourag'd, I ſuppole, fff 
this Sneaking, proceeds to all the Excel 4 
of Rudeneſs, s 6 


| 


——_— 
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x is there not one | e. 
all thy Tribe that's Honeſt in your School? 
Pride of your Superiours makes yeSlaves: 
Br «ll liveLoathſome,Sneaking,Servile lives; 
Not free enough to prattiſe generous Truth, 
al Tho" je pretend to teach it to the World, 
T 


3 


wi After a little Pauſe for Breath, the Rai- 
oj ling improves. 


MW ithos wouldſt have me not contemn thyOffice, 


ind Charatter, think all thyBrethrenKpaves, 


rh Trade « Cheat, and thou its worſt Pro- 9. 26, 


eſſor, 
Inform me ; for T tell thee, Prieſt T'll know. 
ur 


-. The Bottum of the Page 15 down-right 


Forter's Rhetorick, 


nl &t thos then 


© far concern'd in't ? 
Corſe 03 that formal ſteady Villain's Face | 
Joſt /o do allBawas look ; Nay Bawds they ſay, 


Gr Pray upon Occaſion , talk of Heaven, 1tid, 


Ws up their gogling Eye-balls, rail at Vice ; 
liſſemble, Lye, and Preach like any Prieſt; 


of art thou a Bawd ? 
Þ The 0d Barcheloer has a Throw at the 


Diſſent ing Miniſters. The Pimp+Setrer pro- 
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vides their Habit for Bellmour to Debaue 


Letitis, The Dialogue runs thus. _Þ 
Bel And haft thouprovided Neceſſarigi 
Setter Al, all Sir, the lerge ſanitified Hal 
and the little reciſe Band, with a {winginl 
long Spiritual Cloak, to cover Carnal 
Old Batch. very,--- nat forgetting the black Patch which 
P- 19: 2%: Tribulation Spintext wears as Tm inform 
upon one eye, 43 4 penal Mourning for th 
Offences of his Touth, &c, , 1 
Barnaby calls another of that CharaQtaſ} 
Mr. Prig, and Foxdlewife carries on theft 
Humour lewdly in Play-hoxſe Cant ; Anil 
to hook the Church of England into thei 
Abuſe, he tacks a Chaplain to the End of 
the Deſcription. | 
Lucy gives another Proof of the Port! 
evod Will, but all little Scurrilities are not 
worth repeating. JF 
in the Double Dealer, the diſcourſe be 
tween Maskwell and Saygrace is very note} 
ble. Meskwell had a deſign to cheat Mu 
L:font of his Miſtreſs,and engages the Cha 
lain in the Intrigue: There muſt bel: 
Levite in the caſe; For without one of then 
have a finger in't, no Plot publick, or private} 
£48 expect to pro po . 
To go on 1n the order of the Play. - | 
Mavtewell calls out at Saygrace's door 
Mr. S2ygvete, Mr. Saygrace. 
The other anſwers, Sweer Sir, 7 wi 7] | 
a 


| by the Stage. 
the Line of an Acroftioh, and be 
; La? ke ol Foes of ky jaclation, 
x7 dw the Pronouncing of an Amen, Oc. 
| Mask. Nay good My. Saygrace, do nor 
ah prolong the time, &c. 
= Saygrace. Tos ſball prevail, I wonld break 
br the middle of a Sermon, to do you 
\ are. | | 
| Mask. Tos could not do me & greater ——— 
fl axcept—— the buſineſs in hand have 
rj you provided # Habit for Mellifont ? 
oy Saygr. I have, &c. 
df . Mask. Hove you ftitch'd the Gown-ſleeve, 
if that he may be puzzled and maſte time tn put- 


End of by on ? | ; 

|  Saygr. I have; the Gown will not be 'in- 
ted without Perplexity. There is a little 
more profane, and abulive {tuff behind, 
{I but let that paſs. | 
ej - The Author of Dor Sebaſtian itrikes 
at the Biſhops through the 1ides of the 
Meafti,and borrows the Name of the Tark 
t make the Chriftiar ridiculous. He 
a] knows the tranſition from one Religion 
J* the other is Natural, the Application ea- 
Hand the Audience bur too well prepar'd, 
And ſhould they be at a lofs, he has elſe- 
\. . | Where given them a Key to underſtand 
door, him. 


4 However 


Tor Prieſts of all W are the ſame.” * ae and 
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.in the Style of Chriſtendom. 
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However that. tlie Senſe may be \ 
fealy intelligible, he makes the InvettiveÞ- 
General, changes the Language, and raik} 


Benducar \peaks, 


—Churchmen tho” they itch togavernal 
Are ſilly, woful, aukward Politicians, | 
They make lame Miſchief tho' they mean wel, 


So much the better, for *tis a ſign they 
are not beaten to the Trade. The next 
Lines are an lluſtration taken from, a 


Taylor. 


Their Int'reſt is not finely drawn and hid, 
But ſeams are coarſly bungled up and ſeen, 


This Benaducar was a rare Spokeſman 
for a firſt Minifter ; And would have fitted 
John of Leyden molt exactly ! 

In the Fourth A#, the Mufti is Deposi 
and Captain Tom reads him a ſhrewd Lee 
ture at parting. Bur let that paſs. 

To go on, Muſftapha threatens his great 
Patriarch to put to him the Rack. Noy 


you ſhall hear what an anſwer of Forti 
tude and Diſcretion is made for the Mufti. 

Mufti. 1 hope you will not be ſo barbarow 
to torture me, We may preach Sefering 1 | 
vrhers, but alas holy Fleſh is too we 


pampeil 
y 


by the Stage: 
to endure Martyrdom. By 
| Machin from Suffering be a proof of Hly 
ik Fleſb, the Poet is much a Saint in his Con- 


ſtitution, witneſs his Dedication of King 


Arthar. 


In Cleomenes, Caſſandra rails againſt 


"Religion at the Altar, and in the midſt of 
aPublick Solemaity. 


Accars'd be thou,Graſs-eating fodder'd God! p, ya. 


Atcurs'd thy Temple! More - atcars'd thy 


Prieſts ! 


She goeson ina mighty Huff,and char- 


cy, and Impoſture. 


the Gods and Prieſthood with Conte- 


This Rant 15 


yery unlikely at Alexanaria, No People 
are more bigotted in ther Superſtition 


'than the Agyprians; Nor any more. re- 


ſenting of ſuch an Afﬀront. This Satir 
then muſt be ſtrangely out of Faſhion,and 
Probability. No matter for that; it may 


viceable at 


Ome. 


work by way of Inference, and be ſer- 


And 'tis a handſom 


Complement to Libertines and Atheiſts. 


> We have much ſuch another ſwaggering 


againſt Prieſts in Oedipus. 
Why ſeek ITruth from thee ? 


© The ſmiles of Courtiers and the Harlots tears, 


The Tradeſmens Oatbs, and Mourning of an 


Heir, 


Are 


the way, -if 7+ 96: 
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ptr ro ts tell, | 
O why has Prieft Siviledge to L 
And yet to be believ/d! © hee 

And fince they are thus Lively, I have 
one word or two to ſay to the Play. 

When Ageox brought the News of 
King Polybas's Death, Ordipms was won- 
derfully ſurpriz'd at the Relation. 


O lt ye Powers it pofible ? What, Dead! 


And why not? Was the Man invulne- 
rable or immortal? Nothing of that : He 
was only Fourſcore and Ten Years old that 
was his main ſecurity. And if you will 
believe the Poet, he - | 


Fell like Autumn- Fruit that mellow'd long, 
Ev'n wonared at becauſe dropt no ſooner. 


And which is more, Oedipas muſt be ac- 
quainted with his Age, having ſpent the 
oreateſt part of his Time with him at Co- 
rinth. So that in ſhort, the pith of the 
Story\lies in this Circumſtance. A Prince 
of Ninety Years was dead, and one who 
was wondred at for dying no ſooner. And 
now why ſo much Exclamation upon this 
occaſion? Why muſt all the Powers in 


Being,be ſummon'd into make the N _ 
re» 


/. by the Stage. 
Credible? This Poſſe of Jarerje#ions would 
have been more ſraſonably raiſed, if the 


| Man had been alive; for that by thePoet's 


Confeſſion had been much the ſtranger 
Lag. | 
his Wits about the Matter, and is urgent 
for ag account of Particulars, 


That ſo the Tempeſt of my joys may riſe 
bh juft panic, rr laſt the Stars. 


» This is an empty all proportion'd Rant, 
and without warrant in Nature or Anti- 
quity. . Sophocies does not repreſent Oedi- 
pee in ſuch Raptures of extravagant. ſue 
prize. In the next page, there's another 
Flight about Pohb«e his Death ſomewhat 
like this. It begins with a Noverint Uni- 
werſi, You would think Oedipes was going 
to make a Bond. ' 


Know, be it knows to the limits of the World; 


This is ſcarce Senſe, be it known, 


Tet farther, let it paſs yon dazling roof, 
The Manſion of the Gods,and ftrike them deaf 
With Everlaſting peals of Thundring joy. 


-» This Fuſtian puts me in mind of a Cons 
plet of Taylor's the Water»Poet, which for 
the 


However Oedipus is almoſt out of 


lid, 


107 
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=_ Beauty of the Thought are not very 
unlike. 


What if a Humble-Bee ſhould chance to ftrike, 
With the But-Exd of an Antartick Pole. 


I grant Mr. Dryden clears himſelf of 
this A&# in his Vindication of the Deke of 
Guiſe, But then why did he let theſe 
crude Fancies paſs uncorrected in his 
Friend? Such fluttering ungovern'd Tran- 

rts, are fitter for a Boy's Declamation 
than a Tragedy. But I ſhall trouble my 
{elfno farther with this P/ay. To return 
therefore to the Argument in hand. In the 
Provok'd Wife Sir John Brute puts on the 


Habit of aClergyman;counterfeits himſelf 
Druak; quarrels with the Conſtable; and 
is knock'd down and ſeiz'd. He rails, 
{wears, curſes, is lewd and profane, to all 
the _ of Madneſs and Debauchery : 


fe. . The Officers and Foſtice break jeſts\upon 
-— him, and make ho a ſort of Repreſenta- 
tive of this Order. 

This is rare Proteſtant Diverſion, and 
very much for the Credit of the Reforms: 
tiox | The Church of England, I mean the 
Men of Her, is the only Communion in 
the World, that will endure ſuch Inſo- 
lences as theſe: The _— is, if poſſible, 


more ſingularly abuſive. Ba{ the Chaplain 
wiſhes 


; Wiſhes the Married couple joy, in Lan» Ri. 
guage horgibly Smutty and Profane. To?” 7* 
-tran 


much. In the next Page, Tos 


'thus. Io confeſs to take two, Husbands for the 


"Concluſion 1s infolently Profane, and let 


the Parents being angry, and the Child fro- p. 86. 
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10g 


ribe it would blot the Paper too 
Faſhion 
deſires Bu/l ro make haſte to Sir Tax-belly, 
He anſwers very decently, 1 fly my good 
Lord. At the end of this A&, Bull ſpeaks ** 7” 
tothe Caſe of Bigamy, and determines it 


Satisfattion of == is to commit the Sin of Ex- 
orbitancy, but to do it for the peace of the Spi- 
rit, is no more than to be Drank by way of Phy- 

; beſides,to prevent a Parent's wrath is to 
gv0id the Sin of Diſobedience, for when the 
Parent is Angry, the Child is froward : The 


it lie: The ſpirit of this thought is bor- 
row'd form Ben Johnſon's Bartholemew Fair; 
only theProfanenels is WY improved, 
the Abuſe thrown off the Meeting- 
Houſe, upon the Church, The Wit of - 


ward, -is all his own.Bu/! has more of 

this heavy ſtuff upon his Hands. He | 

tells Tozng Faſhion, Tour Worſhip”s goodneſs | 

# unſpeakable, yet there is one thing ſeems a 

ut of Conſcience; And Conſcience 15 atens 2. 97 
Babe, &c. 

Theſe Poezs I obſerve when they grow 
lazy,: and are inclined to Nonſence, they 
commonly get a Clergy-maa to pop © 

us 
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Thus they paſs their own Dulneſs far” 
Humour, and gratifie their Eaſe, and thejy 
Malice at once. Coupler .in{trufts Toaag: 
Faſhion which way Buf was to be mana». 
ged. He tells him as Chaplains go now, hy 
maſt be brib'd bigh, He wants Money, Prev: 
ferment, Wine, and a Whore. Let this be pros. 
cared for him, and I'll warrant thee he ſpeaks 
Trath like an Oracle. by 
A few lines: forward, the Rudenels is 
ſtill more groſs, and daſh'd with Smut,” 
the common Play-houſe Ingredient. *Tis 
not long before Coupler falls into his old: 
Civilities. He tells Toung Faſbion, Laſt. 
Night the Devil ruz awsy with the Parſon 
of Fatgcoſe- Living. Afterwards Bul is" 
plentifully railPd on in downright Bik | 
lings-gate: made to appear Silly, Servile, 
and Profane ; and treated both in Poſturs 
and Language, with the utmolt Cons 
tempt. | 
I could cite more Plays to this purpoſs ; 
But theſe are ſufficient to ſhew the-Tem« 
per of the Stage, | 
Thus we ſee how hearty thele People 
are in their Il Will! How they attack 
Religion under every Form, and purſue F 
the Prieſthood through all the Subdivi- F 
ſions of Opinion. Neither Jews nor Hea- 
thens, Tarks nor Chriftians, Rome nor 
Geneva, Church nor Conventicle, can e- 
{cape 


The Clergy Abuſed 
Plays ; but for Decency, Practice, and 
neral Opinion, his Judgmerit may well by 
taken. -Let us fee then how the Pyie 
are treated in his Poem, and what fort 
Rank they hold. - KI 

Chryſes,  Apollo's ' Prieſt, appears Fe 
Council of War with his Crown ai 

ilt Scepter. He offers a valuable Ran 
| 2 for his Daughter, and preſſes his R& 
lation to Apollo. All the Army exceptins 
Agamenmmon are willing to conſider hy 
Charater, and comply with his Propoſal 
But this Gyeral refuſes to part with the 
Lady, and ſends away her Father with 
diſreſpe&t. Apollo thought himſelf affrow 
ted with 'this Uſage, and Revenges thy} 


Hom, y. T2dignity in a Plague. 
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i 
I. 8p.gt. Adraſtms and Amphius the Sons of | 
tbid.y. 92. 79Þs a Prophet, commanded a confiderableF: 

extent of Country in T7oas, ' and brought}; 

I. «9. a Body of Mento King Priam's Affiſtance. 
154. 155- And Exnomw the Augur commanded the} 
Troops of Myf;a tor the Belieged. ' 
Phegews and Idews were the Sons af 

Dares the Prieſt of Yalcap. = naar Mt 

in-an Equipage of Quality, and chargh; 
Diomedes the third Hero -1n' the Greaay” 

army} 


p73 
'It 
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1 oh was ner regar 

«90 Þ fikte che Gud he Belong 4 toy 

|: . ; $a, b + Tiets mY | vs 1b. p- 158. 
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R&B ONſſes' in ws return. from Trop, 

i We by Storm, and ma Prize , 
© he # whote Town TRly 4ar08 AN 

of: 4 ki Family. "This Maron ft Al 

h the$-20d pieſery'd gue of re{Þ i a 

with 4 A & tits Vi; £.n0 

firow | a te, 264 En "3 This = 


s thi} *In horjolt ble tmenrion of lum, both as $0 oy r. p 
| *his Qrral Hy , 04.71+ 
2F: Theſe the: hy fN; ts Fg raghriog 
1s KG i Foie | And WE &e how f4irl 
"0 Por treats Flieth, 400 what ſore of F1 _ 
wind che World... 
f 1 Et, the T eftimony f Homer, [i ſhall 
c ble » 2h that ,of eg ) tho” he follows 
ought}: t diftance &, was 
tance. |? Mp! 'the firlt Raiik LED! 0, j 
ed the fame kind of Poetry with the other. Now 
; "i tho* he 1s very extraordinary in 
2ns aki Geniiis,” in the Cothp aſs of his Leat- 
at ning, in the Muſick and Majeſty of his 
if tile ; yer the exattnels of his Judgment 
ems to. be his __ ang Kats di- 
Fogdifbing Talen — Us bad the truelſt 
Reliſh 


d 


iſh pe lac and alwa deſcribed 
tf Ing$ acc rdip g to Nature, Cu ow and 
ere ork with th 
Edmedand of Temper, and Su LA 
good Senſe. le "is ever loſt in" Sm 
: _ and Rapture, nor Overactn with Poetick Þ 
*- +.** Bury ; but keeps his Fa ncy warm andy; 
by Reaſan <oroket the ſame:time., -Now. 
Auſt er of Propricty never meps 
ih ae : withbur ſome Marks of 
4a; Ka” 0 give ſome; Inſtances as 
rn lien "Yu | | 
” when the Trojans. were conſulting W 
: was t6 be done: with the ONS, 
*#id"Yore were for lodging it within the 
"Walls: Liaoevop! appears again(} this Opi- F 
, nion, at the head of a numerous” Party ; | 
Harangues witlia\great deal of Senſe, and | 
Refoturion ; and "examines the Maehi 
with his Lance. 'Tn fine, He adviſed bo}: 
well, and wenc' ſo far in the try. : 
-of the Stratagent; that if the Trojans | 
not been ungovernable, and as.it were 
fEneid 2+ ſuptfied by Fate and Folly, he 0g _ : 
"the Town. 8 " | 
my is £ | 
ME wane Lars fs Pri emiges arx alt ; 
maneres, y * 1 


20! os 


- 'Phis Lars Was Nip O Prieſt, and 


either Sol" to Foam. or Brother £2 "An 
- * chiſes 


Ty] by:the- @age. ;- 15 
ſes, who. was af ,the , Royal, Family, Rzaw in 
2nd | The ocxt- we meet, with, is Panthews A; © 

oft | polo's Prieſt, He 1s called Parheas Otr3e- 
ty: , Which is an. Argument his. Father 
was well known. His Acquaivtance with 
£veas, to whole Houſe be. was carrying 
litcle Grandſon; argues him. ro be a 
ecſon. of Condition,  iPantheus aſter a _ 
thorr- Relation of the Poſture, of. Aﬀairs, — 
joyns £zeus's little Handful of Men,Char- 


- » 


ces as | gs in with him when che Town was ſeiz,” 
" {| and fired, and at laſt dies handſomely in 54: 
what Þ the Action, i; ib 
Tore, $. The next is Anius King of Delos,Prince 
n the I and Prieit in one Perſon. 
Op | 4 Pt Phra 
rty ; | Rex Anius,. Rex dem hominem Phabique ©neid. 3 
and + Sacerdos,\”. LEY” Fe: 
chin 


ed lo: When Af nees; was :outed at Troy, and 
very | aquelt of 'a.1uew Country, he came tO 
hat 'x Anchor at Delos, Aniys meets him. in 

were Religious Habu, .recciyey him civilly, 165d; 
ſaved {and obliges; him; with his, Oracle.,:, Inithe 
oy. k now mention'd, we have-angtherdt 
=; | Arollo's Priefts,. his, Narac. is Hel: xvs, Son 
of Priam and King of Chaonia. , Heenter- 


, 


| tains £peas with ai great deal of Eriend- 
+ | hip, and Magnificence; gives him many 
508 material Directions,and makes lum a 1 a 
ls | Preſent at parting. Tothis Prince, if you 
ICH © F pleaſe, 
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7) we \may* joy a Princeſs of tht 
ne Proto ; hi that is'Rhes'S ooh | 
rer ro Numitor King of Albs, ant} 

er to Romnlus, and 'Remwins. This 
bi Virgil CallSennmooc- Reging Sacer dos; | 
Royal Prieſteſs. Farther : When Ant 
Madea Viſit upon Bufineſs to theShaaes bi 
-. Fon; He had for his Guide, the famous 
14 Cores, who, belong'd to Apollo, Wha 
| 


h& came thither,'amongſt che reſt of hi 
| cquainrance, Tic aw Polybates a Prieſt i 
Ceres, This | is mention'd\ with 
the.three Sons of Antexor, with Glancw,f| 
and T 'herfilocus, © who commanded in 
Chief in the Trojan Auxiltaries : Souhay 
you may know his Quality by his Com- 
pany. When Eneas had) paſſed on fat- 
ther, he ſaw Orpheus in Elyſium": The 
Poet calls bim the Thracian Prielt. There 
tieeds tot be much ſaid of - Orphes: Hef 
is fatnous for his Skill in Muſick, yy 
and Religious Ceremonies : He was 
-of *the Hero's of - Antiquity, atid a princh 
pal Adventurer in the Expedition of the 
"Goldeyr Fleete. ' © 
-- In the Seventh Zia, the Poct gives 
a Liftof the Princes, and General Of 
cers who came into-the Afﬀitance of Tar- 
nr; Amongſt the reſt he tells you, 


as 
CY 


Lain 


17-:0p: WE, Ahfages 


Min & Marrubia venir de gente Saceraor; 
pchippt regis miſſu fortiſfimus Umbio. © © 


This Prieſt he cotnmends both for his 


mt Magick, and Philoſophy. Hemunder« 
od the Vertues of Plants, and could 
"When 37 Paſſions and Poiſons aſleep. His Death 
of th" $995 extremely regretted by his Country, 
eſt f $99 made a Pompous and Solemn Mour- 
} with WE for him. \ p Þ 


laucm 


ed in 
O that 
Com- 


ous i 


ft vemus Angitie vitrea te Futius, unda, 
liquidi flevere lacus, 


” 
0 
ry 


ebarage and his Skill in Phyſick, Naru+ - 


in 
'7 


neid. 7. 


n fat. $. The Poririz, and the Pinarii mention'd , 0 ,. 


The $E-ezd. 8. were as Livy obſerves, choſen 
T here Jout of the firſt Qalky, of the Country; 
r: Head had the Prieſthood heredirary to heir 
, Family. To goon, Amovides, and Chios... 
w ta; make a gliſtering Figure in the Field, 
rin 


f the $# theic Armour, and Habit. Afroniies's 
Paery 1s paſſed over in general. 


7es'm 
Off: 
T at- 


But the E uipage of Chloreas is flouriſh'd 
out at len TT aSI remember, admired 
by Macrclis: as one of the Malter- 
2vin I 3 pieces 


d are very remarkable tor the Curiolity - 


lotus collacrns weſte atque infſenibas armig, Encid: 2 


I. 


Eneid. 9. Farght add Rhamnes, Aſylas, and Tolun 


10. 11H» 


Gather. 
de jure Ve- 


ter. pontif, 


pieces of Yirg:i/ xn Delicriprion, - In ſhort; 
He is-all. Gold, Purple, Scarlet, and Ems 
broidery ; and as rich as Nature, Art, and 
Rhetorick can -make him, © To theſe ] 


nizs, who were- all, Perſons of Conduyian, 
and had- Conſiderable Polts in thy 
Army. | 
It may be theſe. laſt were.not ſtrialy 
Prieſts. Their Fun&ion was rather Pro+ 


phetick. They interpreted the Reſqiutions 


of the Gods, by the voice of Birds, the 
Inſpection of Sacrifices,, and their Obs 
ſervations of Thunder. This made thei 
Charatter counted Sacred, and their Re- 
lation ro the Deity particular. And there 
fore the Romans ranged them in the Order 
of the Prieſts. 

\ Thus we ſee the admired Homer, and 
Virol, always treat the Prieſis fairly 
and deſcribe them in Circumitances of 
Credit : If 'tis faid, that the Inſtances] 
haye given,are moltly in Names of F:e7;on, 
and 1n . erſons who had no Being, unlels 
in the Poet's fancy. I anſwer, 1 am not 
corcern'd in the Hiſtory of the Relation, 
Whether the Mufter be true or falſe, *tis 
all one to my purpoſe. This is certaig, 
had the Prieſts been. People of ſuch ſlen- 
der Conlideration as Our Srage-Poets en- 
deavuur to make them ; they muſt have 


ap 


cet oo or  »—eeoFRVLVY LL 
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appear'd in-a differeat 'Fi ure ;- ortfather 

have been etc out as cpa little for that” 
:fort of Poem:.But Homer: and Virgil had- 
other Sentiments of Matters :' They were 
ern'd by the Reaſon of "Things, and: 


knew the Prieſthood a _ reputable Em- 
loyment, and always efteen'd as fuck? 
F To have uſed the Prieſts ill, they muſt 


SY have call 'd their own Diſcretion 171. -QUE- 
ons ſtion: They muſt have run into impro- 


the priety, 2nd fallen foul upon Cuſtom, 
nners, and Religion, Now 'twas:noti 
their way to play the Knave and the Fool. 
together : They had more Senſe 'than'to; 
do a lilly thing, only for the SatisfaCtion 
4 | & doing an ill one. 1 
+ T ſhall now go on, to enquire what the 
Greek .Tragedians will afford us 'upor the 
ly preſent Subzeft. There are but two Plays 
off 12 /cnylas, where the Miniſters of the 
7 $* Gods are repreſented. The one is in; his 
Eameniades, and here Apollo's. Prieſteſs only 


# opens the P/ay,and appears no more. the 
» | Aber is in-his Siege of Theres. In; this 
| Tragedy, the Propher Amphiarans is one: of 
ji the Seven Commanders againſt the Town. 
\ | He has the Character of a: Modeſt, Braye 
| Officer, and'of one who rather affected-to 
| be great in Action, than Noule: 


: F I 4 In 


'the common uſage. of the World, *Fhey* * 


Oedi Pe Th» 
p- 148. 


Ibid. 169» 


p- 38 


Antiy, p- 
256, 258. 
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In Sopbocles's OrdipmpFyrannus, Jupiter's 
Prieſt has a ſhort part, He wan _ 
Head of an Addreſs, and delivers the Ha-. 
rangue by the King's Order. Ocdipms in 
his Paſſion treats 7 zrefes ruggedly ; Ti- 
reftas replies with'Spirit and Ercedom, and 

ainly tells bim he was none of bis Sers 
vant, but Apollp's. 


*Ou wie 15. 003 £5 6x8 dxnG Arkig. 


. And here we may obſerue that all Oe 
azpas his reproaches relate to Tireſtas's per- 
ſon,there isno ſuch Thing as a general Im« 
puration upon his Function : But the 
teſb Oedipus mal es the Prieſft-hood-an Im- 
polturous Profeſſion; and rails at the 
whole Order. In the next Tragedy, Creon 
charges Tirefias with ſubornation; and 
that he intended to make a Penny of his 
Prince. The Prizes holds up his Cha- 
racter, ſpeaks to the ill Uſage with an 
Air of gravity, calls the King, So», and 
torerells him his Misfortune, © 

'To go on to Euripides, for Sophocles has 
nothing more. [This Poet in lis Phenifſe 
brings m Tirefius, with 4 very unacceptable 
report from 'the Oracle, He- tells Creom 
that either his Son muſt die, or the City be 
loit : Creoz keeps himſelf.withia Tempet, 
and gives no ull Language. And even 
when 


— ev CCS” rRASNRaSSIPECSRSFERE = 


a £—— Low þ 
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when Mengeege had kill'd himſelf, he £77... | 
geither complains of the Gods, nor r6- 138, 159 
proaches the Prophet. | 
«Io. his Bacehe, Tirefias is. honqurably 

by Cadmas; and Pentheas WhHQ Baceb. 
ed him, is afterwards Puniſh'd for 4% *- 


his Impiety. In anoiber Play, $ Jen 48. 
Inſtofs comes in upon a creditable ac- 


count,” and is reſpeQtully Treated. Iphi ig. tn 
nia Agarmemnos;s Daughtes is made Enid. 1-bis 
to Diana; and her Father thought 

umiclf bappy in her Employ ment, Theſe 

are all the Prizes I remember, repreſented 

mn Euripides, Fo. conclude the ancient 

T#ageazans together : Seneca ſeems to fol> 

by the Conduct of Exaripides, and ſecures 

Frefias from being outraged, Ocdipme car- 

gies it ſmoothly with bim, and: only deſires 

him to out with the Oracle, and de- 

care the Guilty Perſon. 'This Tereſtar. ex 0:4P+ 

cules, and afterwards the Heat of the ex> 

paltulatioa falls upon, Creop. Calchas, if 

got ſtrictly a Prieſt, was an Aager, and: 

tad a Religious Relation. Upon this ac< 

wunt, Agazenyor. calls him ixcerpres Deo- 

wm.; The Reporter ob Fate, and the God's Tread: A. 

Nantio; Andi gives him an honourable 77: 773: 

ratter. | 

+Fhis Author is done ; I ſhall therefore 

pals on to. the Comedians, And: here, A- 

tifophanes is {o declared an. Atheiſt, _ 
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" T'think" him not worth the ciring. | Be 


ſides,he has bur little upon the Argumene; 
And where he does engage it, the Prieſts: 
haveevery jotas goodQuarter as the Gods 


Plur. Ren. AS for Terence, he neither repreſents any 


Aves ' Priefts, nor ſo much as mentions ' them; 
.. Chryſalus in} Plautws deſcribes Theotimus 
Dian#'s Prieſt, as a Perſon of Quality, and 
Figure. - In his Redens, we have a Priekt- 
Bacchid eſs upon the Stage, which is the only - Ins 
47.2. 5-3 tance in this Poer. She entertains the 
two Women who 'were: wrecked, and is 
commended for her hoſpitable Temper; 
FheProcurerLabrax {waggers that he wil 

Ru: 4-1- force the Temple, and begins the Attack| 
+ * 3 Demades a Gentleman, is furprized at his 
Infolence,and threatens him withRevenge, 

The report of fo bold an attempt made him 

cry out Quis homo ef tanta confidentia; 

qui facerdotem audeat wviolare? It ſeems 

in thoſe Days, *twas very infamous to ab 

front a Holy Charater, and break in ups 

on the Gazrds of Religion! TFhus we 
ſee,how the Ancient Poets behaved rhems 
£73 felves'tn the Argument.  Prie##s ſeldom 
' appear 1n their Plays. And when they 
come, *tis Buſineſs of Credit that brings 

them. They are treated like Perſons of 
Condition.. They Att up to their Rela 

- tion ; neither ſneak, -nor prevaricate, nor 

do any thing unbecoming their Qthce. 0 

An 
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-' And now a word or two of the Mo- 


-i'The famous Corxeille and Moliere,bring 


no Priefts of any 'kind upon the Stage, 


The former leaves out Tireſsas in his Oeds- 
pes : tho* this Omiſhon baulks his thought, 
and maims the Fable. What therefore but 
regard to Religion -could keep him from 
the uſe of this Liberty ? AsI am inform'd, 
the ſame reſervednels is practiſed in Spazz, 
and 7raly : And that there is no Theatre 
in Evrope, excepting the Engliſh, that en- 


xertains the Audzence with Preeſts. 


© This is certainly the right Method, and 
beſt ſecures the 'Out-works of Piery. The 
Holy Function is\much too Solemn to be 


ry with. Chriſtianity is for no Fooling: 
ei 


ther-the Place, the Occaſion, nor the 
Ators are fit for ſuch a Repreſentation. To 
bring the Charch into the Play- Houſe, is 
theway to bring the ?ay- Hoſe into the 
Church, ?Tis apt to turn Religion: into 
Romapce; and make unthinking People 


*conchude, that all Serious Matters are no- 
"thing but Farce, 'Fifion, and Deſign. Tis 


true,the Tragedres at Athens were a fort of 
Hhwilies, and defign'd for the Inftruftion 
ofthe People. To this purpole, tlicy are 
all Clean, Solemn; and Sententious. Plac- 
tw:likewiſe informs us that the: Comedians 


uled to teach the People. Morality. The o 
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caſe fianding thus, 'tis {els ſurprifng to 
find the Prieſts ſometimes —_ The 
Play had grave Argument, and Pagan In- 
dulgence,' to plead 1n its behalf. But our 
Poets freer by another Compaſs: They 
Aim is to deftroy Religion, their Preaching 
is againſt Sermons ; and their Bulinels, bug 
Diverſion at the beſt. In ſhort, Let the 
Charadter be never fo well managed, no 
Chriſtian Prieſt (eſpecially) ought to come 
ypon the Srage. For where the Buſineſs is 
an Abuſe, and the Place a Prefanation,the 
demureneſs of the Manner, is but a poor 
excuſe. Monſieur Racine is an tion 
to what I have obſerv'din France. In his 
Athalia, Joida the High+Prieft has a large 
part.. But, then the Poet does him Juſt; 

un his Station ; he makes him Honeſt a 

Brave, and gives him a ſhining CharaQtec 
throughout, Mathar is another Prieſt in 
the ſame Tragedy. He turns Renegad; 
and revolts from God to Bael.He is a very 
ill Man, but makes a conſiderable Appear» 
ance, and is one of the 'Top' of Athaliar's 
Fa&tion.And as for the Blemifhes of his Life, 
they all ftick upon his own Honour, and 
veach no farther than his Perſon > In fiag 
the Play is a very Religious Poem ; 'Tis 
upon the Matter, all Serman and Anthem 
And if it were not deſign'd for the Theatre 
L have nothing to Qbject.. _ 


- 
— 
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Let us now jult. look over our own 
Country -men,till King Charves the Second. 
Shakefhe ear takes the Freedom to repreſeac 
the” Clergy int feveral' of his Pays ;- 'But 
—_— part,he holds up the 1 Funttion, 
and makes them\gcither AQ, nor Suffer - 
any thing unhandfome. In one Play or 
two, he us tmich bolder with. the Oravr. 
*'$r. Evans a. Priefs 1s too Comi- 
eal and Secular in his Humour. How- , * Meſure 
eer he underſtands his Poſt,and converics for Mee- 
vith the Freedom of a Geatlkeman, I ſire. Mich - 
Þe Foo in Love's emer gong lg a 
o_ OY, : and fo dots Kine 
r the 'whole Play is aver } Night 
a In the Hi WASVE Sr. John 0, Hawp 6h 
Laftle, Sr. Fohn Parſon of Wrotham {wears, Hen. 6. 
wenches, : pads, tilts, aud drinks : Lan A 
=_ Rh >. and _ > AU- Fulier. 
of the Relapſe, &c., Only with:-this Mer» 
difference ; Shckeſpear's, Sr. Fobn has fome 4 
nee Ee in bis CharaQter. He appears 
oi" Sho He brings in Sr. John 
IM other Rebels Prifoners. He is 


ded by the King, and the | Judge uſes 
Civilly and -withReipett. In-ſhort,He 
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ſented Lewd, but notLittle:; And 
iſprace falls zather- on 'the Perſon 
Wien chis Office. But the Relap/er's Buſi- 
'neſs,”is x0 fink" the Notion, and; Mur- 
Thy the Charafttr, and make the Func- 
tion 
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tion deſpicable : So that upon the whole, 
Shakeſpear is ' by much the gentiler Eng 


my," 1 03 | , 
Towards - end of the Silent Womaiy, 
Ben. Johnſon brings 1n a Clergy-man, and 
a ec in chew Habits. Bur then by 
premiles a handſome Excuſe, acquaint 
the Aadiente, that the Perſons are but 
borrow'd, and throws ina Salvo for the 
Horour of either Proteſſion. In the Third 
AF, ' we have another 'Clergy-man ; Hg 
is abuſed by Catberd, and a little/ by Mp BY 4: 
roſe, - But his Lady checks bim: for theal F 
Breeding of the Uſage. In his Magperith 
Lady, Tale of 4 Tub, and Sad Shepherd, 

_ "there are Prieſts who manage but unts 
wardly,: But theſe \P/zys. were- his: laf 
Works, which Mr. Dryden calls bis Dots Y 
ges. ''This Author has no more Prieſts,anl F. 
therefore we'll take leave. | y £9 

Beaumont and Fletcher - in the , Faithful 
Shepherdeſs, The Falſe one 4 Wife for\s 
Month, -andithe Kpightiof 'Malta; give 
us hoth Prieſts and Brfhops, part Heathy 
and part Chriſtian : "Bur-all of them fi p 
their Reputation, 4nd make a. Creditadi 
. Appeatidhce. 'The Prieſts in the! Scorgs 
Lady, and Spaniſh 'Curate are ill/: ulgh 
The firſt 'is* made a-;:Fool,' and; the othy 
a Knave, Indeed, they frem to be broughth 
in oft purpoſe to make: ſport, and -thillere th 

ReligionF; 


| bythe Stage,/j-> 
gion And ſo.much for Bagponon; and 


LY Thus we ſe the kogliſh Stage has at- 

ys/becn out of, Order, bu nEyEr 4 cothe 
tis at, prelents; || 

now i take- Lows of The £4 

Ef tauch a lirtleupen Hiſtory and Argu- 


54nd here hal L riefly ſhew the Right 
the Clergy have t egard,and fair Ulage, 
ypon theſe T bren following Acgounes. 
$1) Becauſe of ; hes Relation "Y, the Det 'Y, 
Becauſe of the Angortance of their Of- 


IL. T by have preſcription for their Pri- 
heir Funttion has been in, Foſſeſſi- 
Elem all Ages, and Countries. 
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C | ut « Upon the Account of their Relation to 


ty. 
The, Holy Order\i is | appropriated tothe 
ine. Worſhip: ;And, a; Prieſt _ has. the 
uliar Hoogur, co belong to; nothing. leis 
an God Almughty.., Now 06:68 it. of 
e Service algays. riſes 1n open. to 
ares and Greatneſs ot che Mater. 
Sho more Honourable 


.than a private Perſon. 


n Chriftian Preeſes are. the 
Ae 
they 


\\, The Gieyy Abit 


They -feprelcie lis Perf ſh 
ne Fm paſs his wg pron 


Sip. 'Tv'Eip612 # Pref lug 
tore to bireſGueABFadAion,is 4nAf 
to the Deity. All _ done to | 
bafſadvis, are interpreted tipon their Ma. | 


fters atid-Reveng'd: . ſoxch. bs 


_ Free ers of Religion, is in effe&-v}] | 

bein of prone of 'God; 
perf to trext Iike a Rumi 
As tiitieh- 4s t6 Lips rhe Stories of ab}; 
other World are nothing but a little Prief a b ? 
craft ;- and therefore 1 itrt refolved to la 

the 'Profelfict. Bike *t6 drol-epbn\'r | 
Inſtitution of God; to make his MM 

fitrs chap, #id his Authority cohterhy i [ 
ble; to'do this is Hittle te than'opeit] 

Gance: Tis # fort of Challegse ba 7A] Ne 
en his Vengeance, to exert "his Om 
potehice;/ and do Right to his Bona 

If the Profeflion of a Courtier Was tk. 

arr mb: IONS uffionchong he 

4 Scandal," the- wzty laupht'l 

for rheir] Ain: the Morarch had nel i 
look t6HirtHſelf it time? my corichnt 

his Pexſ6n's defp'd; ts Au =} 

4 Jeft;, - ant? the People r6at ri 
change their Meg (63 

{elves: Govetament dn Re 100, 10'S 

than Frals Tublilt 
true God, cart't/be 
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TJ tis Happineſs depend upon Homage. 'But 
e WY fr Ks does ace Goverry by Ottinigotttie) 
he leaves Men to their Liberty, Ae 


s 
4 
3 *% 


kowledgment imuſt ſink, and Obedience 


ay decline, 1n proportion  - a Sn Fa 
my Authority. How provoking an Indignit 
8 his kind muſt be, is cafe to im wa 
+» 1T. The FunQtions and Authorities 'of 
Religion have a t Influence on - $9 
"v9. The Intereſt of this Life lies very 
3 much in the Belief of another. So that 
ieft-_ if « opes were bounded with S:ght 


bo 
Th vern-. 
ink Ment, and Man is a wretched Compani- 
uri © without it. When Conſcience takes 
#4 & Leave, Good Faith, and Good Nature 
uf $0 with it. Atheiſm" is all Self, Mean 
tl and . Mercenary. The Atheiſt has no 
8 Hereafrer, and therefore will be ſure. to 
Ay make the moſt of this World. Intereſt, 
468 and Pleaſure-are the Gods he Worſhips, 
48 and to theſe he'll Sacrifice 'every Thing 
ny 8 = 
4668 IL. The Prie//-hood ought: ro! be fairly 
LI treated, air 1 it p43 Preſcription 
Ar this Privilege.” 'This is. ſo. evident a 
(8 K Truth, 
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Truth, that there-is hardly an 
, but affords afficient LEY | 
Diſcourſe upon this Subje&t would by: 
_ Book, bur. 1 ſhall juſt $kim it over 
as — ON. hy ſophas 
. For the- Jews. Joſephas tells us, 
Ls of Aaron made g 44 of the beſt we 
digrees, and that the Prieſts were reckon's 
De Bell: among the Principal Nobility. | 
_ By the Old Teſtament we are inform'4 
pert 13. that the High-Prieſs was the Second Pe 
59. 10 ſon in the Kingdom. The Body of hy 
74 Order had Civil JuriſdiQtion. "And 1 
Priefis contigued' Part of the, Mag} 
Mh. 27. 10 the time of our Saviour, Jehoiads ; 


Vids #1, High-Prieſt was thought an Alliance big: 0 


de Syed. enough for. the Royal Family, He 
ried the Kings Daughter ; His Intereſt at 
Authority was ſo great chat he broke 7 þ 
Uſurpation under Athatia ; - and was, 
the Head of the Reſtauration. And la 
the .4ſſemoncen Race were both Kings af 
Prieſts. 
To Proceed; The Aigyptian Monar 
kin, Was one of the moſt ancient and belt-p po 
hp lſird upon Record. Here Arts and 9 
ences, the Improvement . of Reaſon, a 1nd 
Joſeph. the Splendor of Life had its firſt Ri 
Hither *twas: that Plato: and moſt of'th 
Celebrated/Philoſophers trayelFd for th 
Learning... / Now/'in this; Kingdom theY *yj 
Priefs 
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effs made no vulgar | Figure. Theſe 
br the Military * bhp Body of 
*Y the -Nobility, and Gentry. Beſides the 
: eſs of Religion, the Prieſts were the 
ublick Azzali/ts, and | kept the Records 
Hiſtory, and Government, They were 
| XN them bred in Courts, formed 
ducation of their . Princes, and af- 

at. their Councils, © When YJoſeph Dio Sic. 
as Viceroy of Agypt, and in all the 
wht of his Pemp, and Power, the King 

ied him to the Daughter of Po«z- | 

erah Prieſt of On. The Text ſays Phqs 3 41 
QF rob gave him her to Wife, This ſhows 
18 J th tch was | deliberate Choice, and 
+1 bay al Favour, no ſtooping of Quality, 
ay o& Condeſcenſlions of Love, on Joſeph's 


te} To paſs on. The Perſian Magi, and 
CF the Druids of Gaul were of a Religious 
eſſion,, and conſign'd to the Service 
'the Gods. Now all theſe were at the 
"+ upper End. of the Government,  and-had 
Wh i ſhare of Regard and Authority. ppb. 4 
"O Body, 'of the Inaians, as Diodorgs Ste 4bſin. 
Fae reports, is divided into Seven-parts. 7,744 5.4 
firſt is. the Clax of the Bramines the Gall. zib. 
weſts,.. and Philoſophers of that Coun 5: 
..,* This Diviſion 1s the leaft in Num- 
ry ber, but the firſt in Degree. Their Pri- 
urRVileges are extraordinary, They are ex- 
K 2 'empted 
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© empted from "Taxes, and Live Indepegs Þ ar 
* dent of Authority. They are called t9Y 
© the Sacrifices, and take care of Funeral & 
© They are look*d on as the Favourity y 
© of the Gods, and thought skilful in theÞ 
©Doctrins of -another Life: And upoafÞ 
© theſe accounts are largely confiderd w# 
©Prefents, ard ' Acknow yy ren No 
 Priefteſſes of ' Argos were ſo Conſiderabl&Þ Þr 
that 7 ime is dated from them, and they tw 
ſtand for a Reign in Chronology. c 
Brave Romans 'areccommended by Pohbi # 
for their Devotion to the Gods; Indeelifi 
they gave great Proof of their being inf 
earneſt ; For when their Cheif Magiſtrates 
their - Conſuls 'themſelves, met an 
the Yeſtals, they - held down their Fa/e,s 
and ſtoop'd their Sword and Mace to Rey 
tigion. | | 
= The Priefthood was for ſome time ce » ic 
fin'd to the Patriciax Order, that is, wht 
the Upper Nobility. And afterwardstleF or 
Emperours were generally High-Priefhy th 
chemſelves. The Romans in diſtreſs ex Cre 
deavour'd to make Friends with Cor:olant : 
whom rhey' had baniſh'd before. To D 
this —— chey furniſh'd out ſeveral f 
lemn Embaſſays. Now the Regulation A 
the Ceremony, and the Remarks ofthe [.& 
' Hiſtorian, plaialy diſcover that the BohYdo 
ln.” # of the Prieits were: thought not inferior y,.. 
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T wany other, One Teſtimony from Tully 
v& and 1 have done. *Tis' in bis Harangye 
1 © the College of the Prieits. Cum mula 
oY bvinitus, Pontifices, a majoribus noftris in- 
ol en: atque initituta ſunt; tum nihil pres 
Nl few quam quod vos eoſaem & Relig tont- 
mi bets Deoram immortalium, Of ſurme Rei- 
1 jublice preeſſe voluerunt, 8c. i. e, Amongit 
ol the many laudable Inftances of our AnctHors 
£& Prudence, and Capacity, I know nothing. bet- 
© ter contrived than their placing your Order 
el & the Helm, and ſetting the ſame Perſons 
Y; , # the Head both of Religion and Govern- 
i went. Thus we ſee what Rank the Prieit- 
© bod held among the Jews, and how Na- 
«8 ture taught the Heathen to regard it. And 
I s.t not now poſleſs'd of as fair pretences 
{cas formerly ? Is Chriftianity any diſad«. 
6H antage to the Holy Office. And does 
nt Dignity of a Religion leflen the Pub- 
cop ck Adminiſtrations in't ? The Prieits of 
, wil the mo;t High God and of 1alatry, can't be 
St 
r 
$ 


£I compared without Injury, To argue- for 
5H th aus is a Reflection upon the 
bi Creed. Tis true, the Jewiſh Priejt-hood 

& Fas inſtituted by God : But every Thing 
of Divine is not of Equal Conſideration, 
ME Realities are more valuable than Types; 
and as the Apoſtle argues, the Order 
a Melchizedeck -1s greater than that of 


o 
: 


la 


al 
on a} 
Ly 
Boa Aron. The Author, ( I mean the imme- 
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diate one, ) the Authorities, the My. 
and the End, of the Chr: ifren Prieſt- 
aremore Noble than thoſe of the "oe 
For is not Chriſt greater than Moſes, Hes 
ven better than the Land of Canaay, ind 
the Euchariſt to be prefer'd to all the Sarrk 
fees, and Expiations of the Law? Thi 
the Right ,, and the Reaſon of Thing 
ſtands. And as for Fa#, the Chriſtian 
World have not been backward in thei 
Acknowledgments. Ever ſince the. firſt 
Converſion of Princes, the Prieſt-houl 
has had no ſmall ſhare of Temporal A& 
vantage. The Codes, Novels, and Churdk 
Hiſtory, are ſufficient Evidence what Senk 
Conſtantine and his Succeſſors had of theſe 
Matters. But I ſhall not detain the Rew 
der in remote Inſtances. , 
To- proceed then to Times and Coup 
tries more generally known. The Pa 
of France are branched into three % 
Dail: Viſions, of theſe the Clergy, are the Firſt ”y 
Films And in conſequence of this Privilege, at 
Freebols* the Aſſembly of the States, they are fir 'þ 
9. - admitted to Harangue before the King, F 
' In Hungary the 'Biſbo s are very Col | 
ſiderable, and ſome of them great Offices 
Mireaw De Of State, In Poland they MI wrt | 
Sts. Re- 55 art of the Upper /Voble)s + ma: 
= 2 "the B my op's five an Honourable : I Del 
Ibide © ron ; an + x Preſent Czar is deſce fed Ber! 


" : Pa” 
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from the Parr:archal Line. I ſuppoſe I F'tchers, 
= {ay nothing of Izaly. In Sos the yer of 

es generally are better endow'd than elf- mmr:d.di- 
where, and Wealth always draws Confi- * © ” Hi 
eration. The Biſhops hold their Land's by *** 
; Military Noble Texvre, and are excuſed #:y/ims 
from Perſonal Attendance. And to come ©%"* 
toward an end ; They are Earls and Dukes 
it France, and Sovereign. Princes in Ger- 
pary. In England the Biſhops are Lords 
Tpactiamene: And the Law in plain words 
diſtinguiſhes the Upper-Hoſe into the Spiri- 
tal and Temporal Nobility, And ſeveral 25 Men. 
Satutes call the Biſhops Nobles by dire&t 5: 
Implication. To mention nothing more, 26, ##n. s. 
their Heraldry is regulated by . Garter, and <9. 2- 
Blazon?d by Stones, which none under the ;; =— 
Nobility can pretend to. In this Country :2, &: 
fours, Perſons of the Firſt Quality have *'*%"* 
been in Orders: To give an Inſtance of : 
Dif fome few. Odo Brother to William the 
ity Conqueror was Biſhop of Baiewx, and Earl 
:, UF of K/zrr. King Stephen's Brother was 
uy Siſbop of W. inchefter. Nevill Arch-Biſhop 
7. of Tork was Brother to the Great Earl 
Pol of Warwick, and Cardinal Pool was of the 
y Royal Family. To come a little lower, 
Wd to our own Times, And here we 
ld May reckon not a few Perſons of Noble 
WF Deſcent in Holy Orders. Witneſs the 
ul Berklyes, Comptons, Montagues, Crews, 
1 K 4 and 
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and-Norths ; The Anneſleys, Finches, Gray: 


hams, &c. And as for the Gentry, there arg 


not many good Families in England, but 
either have, or have had a Clergy-man in, 


them. ; 

In ſhort ; The Prie##-hood is the pro- 
feſſion of a Gentleman. A Parſon notwith- 
ſtanding the ignorant Pride of ſome Peo- 
ple, is a Name of Credit, and Authort 
ty, both in Religion, and Law. The At 

tion of Clerk is at leaſt equal to that of 
Gentleman. Were it otherwiſe, the Pro. 
7eſſion would in many caſes be a kind of 
Puniſhment. - But the Law is far from 
being ſo ſingular as to make Orders a Dit. 
advantage to Degree. No, The Honour 
of. the Family continues, and the Her 
dry is every jot as ſafe in the Church, a 
*rwas in the Szaze, And yet when the 
Laity are taken leave of, not Gentleman 
but Clerk is uſually written, "This Cw 
ftom is an argument the Change is not 
made for the worſe, that the Spiritual 
Diſtinion is as. valuable as the other; 
And to ſpeak Modeſtly, that the firſt A 
aition 1s not loſt, but Cover'd. Did the 
SubjeCt require it, this Point might be far- 
ther made good. For the ſtile of a high 
er Secular Honour is continued as wel 
with Prie#-hood as without it. A Churd 
man who is either Baronet, or Barat, 
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writes himſelf ſo, notwithſtanding his 


Clerkſhip. Indeed we can't well _—_—_ 
al Ho- 


the Clergy degraded from Patern 

nour without a ſtrange RefleCtion on the 
Country ; without ſuppoſing Julian at 
the Helm, the Laws Antichriſtian, and 
Infidelity 1n the very Conſtitution. To 
make the Miniſters of Religion leſs upon 
the ſcore of their FunQion, would be a 
Penalty on the Goſpel, and a contempt 
of the God of Chriſtianity. ?Tis our Sa- 


yiours reaſoning ; He that deſpiſes you de. S. Like 


ſpiſes Me, and he that deſpiſes Me, deſpiſes '* 

im that ſent me. 

I hope what I have offer'd on this 
Subject will not be miſunderſtood. There 
is no Vanity in neceflary Defence. . To 
wipe oft Aſperſions, and reſcue Things 
from Miſtake, is but bare Juſtice : Beſides, 
where the Honour of God, and the Pub- 
lick Intereſt are concern'd, a Man-is bound 
to ſpeak. To argue \ from a reſembling 
Inſtance. He tnat hal, the Kings Com- 
miſſion ought to Mainkzin it. To let it 
ſuffer under. Rudneſs is to betray it. To 
be tame and filent in ſuch cafes, is not 
Modeſty but Meanneſs. Humility obliges 
no Man to deſert his Truſt; to throw 
up his Privilege, and prove falſe to his 
CharaCter. And is our Saviour's Autho- 
rity inferiour to that of Prince's ? Are 
the Kingdoms of this World more Glo- 
ri0us 
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rious then that of the next ? And can the 
Concerns of Time be greater than thoſe 
of Eternity ? If not, the reaſoning above- 
mention'd mult hold in the Application. 
And now by this time I conceive the 
ill Manners of the S:aze may be in ſome 
meaſure apparent ; And that the Cer 
deſerve none of thar Coarſe Uſage whic 
it puts upon them. I confeſs I Know no 
Profeſſion that has made a more credita- 
ble Figure. | That has better Cuttoms for 
their Privileges, and better Reaſons to 


maintain them. And here ſetting aſide the ' 


point of Conſcience ; where lies the De- 
cency of falling foul upon this Order ? 
What Propriety is there in Miſreprefenta- 
tion? In confounding Reſpetts, diſguifi 

Features, and painting 'Things out of al 
Colour and Complexion ? This crofling 
upon Nature and Reaſon, is great Igno- 
rance, and out of Rule. And now what 
Pleaſure is there in Misbehaviour and A+ 
buſe ? Is it ſuch an Entertainment to ſee 
Religion worryed by Atheiſm, and Things 
the moſt Solemn and Significant tumbled 
and toſt by Buffoons? A man may laugh 
at a Puppy's tearing a Wardrobe, bur I 


think *rwere altogether as diſcreet to beat | 


him off. Well ! bur the Clergy miſmanage 
ſometimes, and they muſt be told of their 
Faults. What then ? Are the Poets their 
Ordinaries? Ts the Pulpit under the Dif- 
cipline 
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cipline of the Stage? And are thoſe fit to 
* corre& the Church, that are not fit to 
come into it ? Beſides, What makes them 
fly out upon the Fandion ; and rail by 
wholeſale ? Is the Prieſthood a crime, and 
the ſervice of God a Diladvantage ? I grant 
Perſons and Things are not always ſuited. 
A good Poſt may be ill kept, but then the 
uld keep cloſe to the Fault 
and the Office not ſuffer for the Manager. 
The Clergy may. have their Failings ſome- 
times like others, but what then? The 
Charadter is till untarniſh'd. The Mex 
may be Little but the Prieſts are not fo. 
And therefore like other People, they ought 
to be treated by their beſt DiſtinQion. 

If *tis Objected that the Clergy in Plays 
are commonly Chaplains, And that theſe 
Belonging to Perſons of Quality they were 
obliged to repreſent them ſervile and ſub- 
Salers To this I Anſwer 

iff, In my former remark, that the 
Stage often outrages the whole Order, with- 
out regard to any particular Office. But 
were 4t not {o, in- the - 

24, Place, They quite overlook the 
Character, and miitake the Buſineſs -of 
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Chaplains. They are no Servants, neither yy. 
_ dothey Belong to any Body, but God Al Ef 


mighty. This Point I have fully proved 
in- another Treatiſe, and thither I refer the, 


Reader. 
| CHAP 


' 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Stage-Poets make their Principal Per. 


ſons Vicious, and reward them at the 
End of the Play. 


| HE Lines of Virtue and Vice are 
| © Struck out _O_ in very Le- 
| gible DiſtinQions ; They tend to a diffe- 
rent Point, and in the greater Inſtances the 
_ between them is eaſily perceiv'd. 
othing can be more unlike than the Ori- 
inal Forms of theſe Qualities : 'The Firſt 
Fas all the ſweetneſs, Charms, and Gre» 
ces es : The other has the Air of 
a Poſt ill Carved mtoa Monſter, and looks 
both fooliſh and Frightful together. Theſe 
are the Native Appearances of Good and 
Evil: Andthey that endeavour to blot the 
DiſtinRtions,- to rub out the Colours, or 
change the Marks, are extreamly to blame, 
"Tis confeſſed aslong as the Mind is a- 
wake, and Conſcience goes true, there's 
no fear of being impoſed on. But when 
Vice is varniſh'd 'over with Pleaſure, and 
comes in the Shape of Convenience, the 
caſe grows ſomewhat dangerous ; for mu 
| t 


OO LS, 4 hos 00 ole was wok roo man cir is hd ft: 20-3 


- 
PI. a...AMs A —_—— FF Y 


by the Stage. 


the Fancy may be gain'd, and the Guards 
6 comupeed, and Reaſon ſuborn'd againſt 
- it ſelf. And thus a Diſe«iſe often paſles 
when the Perſon would otherwiſe be ſtopr. 
To put. Lewdreſs into a Thriving con- 
dition, to give 1t an EquiPage of Quality, 
and to treat it with Ceremony and Re- 
, is the way to confound the Under- 
ding, to fortifie the Charm, and, to 
make thi Miſchief invincible. Innocence 
is often owing to Fear, and Appetite is 
kept under by Shame ; But when theſe 
Reftraints are once taken off, when Profit 
and Liberty lie on the ſame fide, and a 
Man can Debauch himſelf into Credit. 
what can be expetted in ſuch a caſe, bur 
that Pleaſure ſhould grow abſolute, and 
Madneſs carry all betore it? The Szage 
ſeems eager to bring Matters to this Iſſue ; 
They have made a conſiderable progreſs, 
and are ſtill puſhing their Point with all 
the Vigour imaginable, If this be nor 
their Aim why 1s Lewdneſs ſo much con- 

fider'd in CharaQter and Succeſs? Wh 
- are their Favourites Atheiſtical, and their 
fine Gentlemen Debauched ?'To what pur- 
poſe is Vice" thus prefer*d, thus ornamen- 
red, and careſs'd, unleſs for Imitation ? 
” That matter of Fa& ftands thus, T ſhall 
make good by ſeveral Inftances:; To be- 
gin then with their Men of 'Breeding and 
| Figure, 
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Figure. Wild-bleod ſets up for Debauch- 


wil - ;33, Ridicules Marriage, and Swears by. 


$22 E-3 Mahomer, . Bellamy makes ſport with, the 


Mok, 4- Devil, and Lorenzo; 1s vitious and calls 
4 P* 57" his Pather Bawdy Magiſtrate. Horner is 
Sp.rih horridly. Smutty, and Harcozrt falfe to his 
£207. Friend who uſed , him kindly. In the 
Country Plain-Detler. Freeman talks coarſely, cheats 
Wife. p- the Widow, debauches her Son,:; and 
9% 8a mekes him undutiful. Bellmovr is Lewd 
g=/* and Profane, and Melefort puts Careleſs in 
Dealer. Þ- the beſt way he can to debauch Lady 
”> Phant. Theſe Sparks generally Marry 
the Top-Ladies, and thoſe that do nat, are 
brought to no -penance, but go off with 

the Character of Fine Gentlemen : In 
Don-Sebaſtian, Antonio an Atheiſtical Bully 

is rewarded . with the Lady Moraima, 

F and half the Mz«fis”s Eſtate. Valentine 
—_ in Love for Love is ( it I may ſo call him) 
go, the Hero of the Plzy; this Spark the 
Poet would. paſs for a Perſon of Virtue, 

but he ſpeaks too late. Is true, He was 

hearty in his AﬀeQticn to Azgelica. + Now 
without. queſtion, to be in Love with a 

fine Lady -of 3oooo Pounds 1s a great 

Virtue ! But then abating this-{ingle Com-» 

Love for mMendation, . Valentine 15 altogether com- 
4. P- pounded of Vice. He is a prodigal De- 
- uchee, Unnatural and Profanc, Oblcene, 
gt. Sawcy,. and Uudurtitul, And yer this Lt 
bertine 
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| bertine is crown'd for the Man of Merit, 
- has his Wiſhes thrown into tis Lap, 
-and makes the Happy Exit. I perceive 
- & we ſhould have a rare Set of YVirtaes if 
| theſe Poers had the making of them! 
. How they hug a Vicious CharaQter, and 
\ bow profuſe are they in their - Libera- 
| lities to Lewdneſs ? In the Provokt'd Wife 
| Conftant Swears at Length, ſolicits Lady 
\ | Brate, Confefſes himſelf Lewd, and pre- 
| fers Debauchery to Marriage. He handles 
| the laſt Subject very notably and worth 
| the Hearing, There s ( ſay$he) « poor 
| ſordid Slavery in Marriage, that turns the 
| flowing Tide of Honour, and ſinks it to the 
| loweſt ebb of Infamy. *T'is a Corrupted Soil, 
WM Natare, Avarise, Sloth, Comardice, and 
Dirt, are all its Produtt But then 
Conſftancy ( alias Whoring ) is a Brave, Free, 
Haughty Generous Agent. 'This is admirable 
both ſor the Rhetorick and the Reaſon! 
The CharaQter of Toung Faſhion in the Re-P: 35 
lapſe is of the ſame Staunchaeſs,but this the 
Reader may have in another Place. 
To ſum up the Evidence. A fine 
Gentleman, is a fine Whoring, Swearing, 
-» Smutty, Atheiſtical Man. "Theſe Quali- 
fications it ſeems compleat the 1dea of 
Honour... They are the Top-Improve- 
ments of Fortune, and the diſtinguiſhing 
Glories of Birth and Breeding! This 1s 
| the 
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The Stage-Teft for Quality, and thoſe thit 
can't ſtand it, ought to be Diſclein"d; | 
The Reſtraints of Conſcience and the F 
Pedantry of Virtue, are unbecoming i 
Cavalier : Future Securities, and Reath+ 
ing beyond Life, are vulgar Proviſions, 
If he fallsa-Thinking at this rate, he fors 
feits his Honour ; For his Head was only 
made to run againſt a Poſt ! Here you have 
a Man of Breeding and Figure, that bur: . 
leſques the ible, Swears, and talks Smut 
to Ladies, ſpeaks ill of his Friend bes 
hind his Back, and betrays his Intereſt, 
A fine Gentleman that has neither Ho- 
nefty, nor Honour, Conſcience, nor Mans 
ners, Good Nature, nor civil Hypocriſie': 
Fine, only in the Inſignificancy of Life, the 
Abuſe of Religion, and the Scandals of 
Converſation. Theſe Worſhipful Things 


are the Poer's Favorites : They appear at 
the Head of the Faſbion ; and ſhine in Che 
raQer, and Equipage. It there 1s any Senſe 
ſtirring, They muſt have it, tho? the reſt 
of the Stage ſuffer never ſo: much by the 
Partiality. And what can be the Meani 

of this wretched Diſtribution of Honour! 
Is it not to give Credit and Countenanct 
to Vice, and to ſhame young People our 
of all pretence to Conſcience, and Regu- 
rity ? They ſeem forc*'d to turn Lewd 
ig their own Defence : They can't _ 
wiſe 


. ey = 
= wxrs * 


RESO SPEDSSEETSEESrMPS 


—_ 


—__—— 


] © vy the Stage. 


it 
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d... 


wife juſtifie themſelves to the'Faſhion, nor 
eep up the Charafter of Gentlemen : Thus 


ie Þ feople not well furniſh'd with Thoughr, 
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and Experience, are debauch'd both in 
aftiſe and Principle. And thus —_— 
grows uncreditable, and paſles for ill Edu- 
100. The Stage ſeldom gives Quarter 
wany Thing<har's ſerviceable or Signi- 
feant, but perſecutes Worth, and Good- 


F geſs under every Appearance. - He that 


would be ſafe from their Satir muſt rake 
are to diſguiſe himſelf in Vice, and hang 
out the Colours of Debauchery. How 


aOten is Learning, Induſtry, and Fruga- 


key, ridiculed in Comedy ? The rich Ci- 
tens are often Miſers, and Cuckolds, 
and the Univerſities, Schools of Pedantry 
upon this ſcore. In ſhort ; Libertiniſm 
amd Profaneneſs, Drefling, Idleneſs, and 


Gallantry, are the only valuable Qualities. 


As if People were not apt enough of them- 
elves to be Lazy, Lewd, and Extravagaat, 
unleſs they were prick'd forward, and 
ok'd by Glory, and Reputation. 

us the Marks of Honour, and Infamy 
ae miſapply*d, and the Idea's of Virtue 
and Vice confounded. Thus Monſtrouſ- 
neſs goes for Proportion, and the Blemiſh» 
& oft Human Nature, make up the Beau- 


ties of it, 
| L 


Ths 
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The fine: Ladies are (ofthe ſame Cy w; 


with the. Gentlemen ; Moraime is Scands 
louſly rude to. her Father, helps him to4 
p11,” beating, and runsaway with Antonio. Ay 
Le. p. 22, gelica talks ſawcily to her Uncle, and Be 
Provl'd linda confeſſes her inclination for a Gallang 
1-64 And asT have 'obſerv'd already, the Top 
& 2, ing Ladies in the Mock. Afirologer, yh 
with Fryar, Country Wife, Batchel 
Orphan, Doable Dealer, and Love Trian 


phant, axe ſmutty, and ſometimes Pref 


fane. 3 

And was Licentiouſneſs and Irreligiag 

always a mark of Honour ? No; 1 dont 

perceive-but that the old Poers had a 

other Notion -of Accomplſhment, and 

bred their People of Condition a different 

way. Philolaches in Plautus laments hs 

being debauch'd ; and dilates upon the A 

afiel. wantages'of Virtue, and Regularity. Lu 

4. 1. 2- tees another Young Gentleman diſputs 
1-1 andſomly by himielt againſt Lew 

4% 1. And the diſcourſe between him.and Phily 

is Moral, and well managed. And aftes 

A 2.2 wards he laſhes Luxury and Debauching 

with a great deal .of Warmth, and Satit 

Enuch, Chremes in Terence 1s a modeit young Get 

4. 3-3 tkman, he is afraid of being ſurpriz'd bf 

Thais, andfeems careful not to ſully his Re 

Zegr, Putation. And Pamphil/us in Hecyra reſolvs 

4. 3- 4 rather to be govern'd by Duty, than Incl 

Ration: Plas 
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WÞLate's Pinacium tells her | Friend Pi. 
pegyris that they ought to acquit them- 
Me to their Husbands, tho' Theſe 


d fail in their Regards rowards ther, 

x all good People will do juſtice 'tho? | 
ey don't receive it. Lady Brute in the Stich, 4. 
Hos Wife is govern'd by different '- '- 
faxims. She is debauch'd with ill Uſage 
fiys Virtue is an Aſs, and 4 Gallant*s worth p. 3, 
ty on't.” Pinacium goes on to another 
d of Duty, and declares that a Daugh- 
tr can never reſpe&t her Father too much, 

d that Difobedience has a great deal of _., -- . 
Scandal, and Lewdneſs in't. The Lady, z * 
inta as I remember does not treat her 
ither at this rate of Decency. Let us 
hear a little of her Behaviour, "The Mcck 
ologer makes the Men draw, and frights 
Ladies with the Apprehenfion of a 
rel. Upon this; Theodoſia crys what 
 become' of us! Jacinta anſwers, we'll 
bt for Company : nothing vexes me but that 
I an not a Man, to have one thruſt at that 
malicious old Father of mine, FM I 20. y. 6. 
Afterwards the old Gentleman Alonz9 
threatens his Daughters with a Nunnery 
«inta {pars again and ſays, I would have. 

e to know thou gracelefs old Man, that 1 
Wefy a Nunnery: name 4 Nunnery once more 
wad I diſown thee for my Father, T .could n;4 
arry on the Compariſon between the. old 
2 and 
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and Modern Poets ſomwhat farther. But 
this may ſuffice. 

Thus we ſee what a fine time Lewd 
People have on the Engliſh Stage. No Ces 
ſure, no mark of Infamy, no Kortificard 
muſt touch them. They keep their Ho 
nour untarniſh'd, and carry off the Advans 
tage of their CharaQter. They are ie 
up for the Standard of Behaviour, and the 
Maſters of Ceremony and Senſe. Anda 


laſt that the Example may work the bet» 


ter, they generally make them rich, and 
happy, and reward them with their own 
Ires. 

Mr. Dryden in the Preface to his Mock 
Aſtrologer, confeſſes himſelf blamed for 
this Praftife. For making debauch'd Per. 
ſons his Protagonilts, or chief Perſons of the 
Drama ; And for making them happy in the 
Concluſion of the Play, againſt the Law d 
Comedy, which is to reward Virtue, and puniſh 
Vice. To this ObjeQion He makes a lame 
Defence. And anſwers 

1/t. That he knows no ſuch Law conſtantl 
obſer d in Comedy by the Ancient or Moders 
Poets, What then ? Poets are not always 
exactly in Rule. It may be a good Law 
tho? *tis not conſtantly obſerv*d, ſome 
Laws are conſtantly broken, and ya 
ne*re the worſe for all that. He goes on, 
and pleads the Authorities of Plaut«s, and 
Terence, I grant there arc _— of 

aVour 
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your to vicious young People in thoſe 
uthors, but to this Ireply 
” 1f. That thoſe Poers had a greater com- 
paſs of Liberty in their Religion, Debaus» 
chery did not lie under thoſe Diſcourage- 
ments of Scandal, and Penalty, with them 
$ it does with us. Unleſs therefore He 
an prove Heatheniſm, and Chriſtianity the 
fame, his Precedents will do him little 
kervice. 
"219. Horace who was as good a judge 
of the Stage, as either of thoſe Comedzans, 
ems to be of another Opinien. Ale con- 
demns the obſcenities of Plautas, and tells 
you Men of Fortune and Quality in his 
fime, would not endure immodeſt Satir, Þ* 4: 
He continues, that Poets were formerly ad- *** 
mired for the great ſervices they did. For 
gaching Matters relating to Religion, and 
erament ; For refining the rs, 
Empering the Paſſions, and improving 
| Underſtandio s of Mankind : For ma+ 
them more uſeful in Domeſtick Rela- 
tions, and the publick Capacities of Life, 
This is a demonſtration that Vice was not '*%*: 
the Inclination of the Muſes in thoſe days; 
and that Horace believ*d the chief buſineſs 
o a Poem was, to Inſtrut the Audience. 
fe adds farther that the Chorus ought to 
tirn upon' the Argument -of the Drama, 
and ſupport the Deſign of the A#s. That 
L 3 They 
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conſiſtent with Comedy. The ancient Come 


Vid Schol., 


7 thr. de 
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Pſyche. 


They ought to ſpeak m Defence of Vir, 
tue, and Frugality, and ſhow a R 
to Religion, Now from the Rule of the 
Chorus, : we may conclude his Judgm 
for the Play. For as he obſerves, there 
muſt be 2_ Uniformity between the Chara 
and the As : They muſt haye the ſame 
View, and be all of a Piece. From hens 
*tis plain that Horace would, have no Ims 
moral Chara#ers have either Countenagng 
or 90d Fortune, upon the Srage. If *tis 
ſaid the very mention of the Chorws ſhews 
me DIO were intended far 77 agedy, 
O tAiS x . -:-ee08 
"IT anſwer, that the Conſequence is nd 
good, For & ule of a Chana 1s nor 


Aians had it. Ariftophanes 1s an Inſtancs 
I know tis ſaid dy Chorus was leſion 
in that oy call the New: Comeay. Bur] 
can't ſee the concluſiveneſs of Nis Aſſes 
tion. For. Arijtophanes his Plutus is i 


Comedy with a Chorus in't. And Aritt | 
who lived after this Revolution of t| 
Srape, mentipns nothing of the Omiſſog 
of the Chor.” He rather ſuppoles its cons 
tinuance by: ſaying the Ghorys, was adard 
by the Government long after the Invention 
4 ' Comedy. © Tis true Plautus and Tereng 
"ave none, þut. thoſe befgre ebem probs 
bly might. Molzere has now revav'd my 


- 
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And Horace right be' of his Opinion for 
t weknow'to the contrary. 

"Laſtly. — 'Taving expreſly men-' 
tned the begining and 1 progeefoor Come"! 
o di Rove oe elf more fully : He 
a Poet"to form His Work upon 
& Precepts 'of Sorrates and Plato, -and' 
"Models of Moral Philof6phy: Thys' 
was the way: to preſerve - Decency, and: 
9'affign a proper-Fate and Behaviour to 

every Charatter. Now if Horace would £is. 
"0 Poet govern'd by the'Maxims of 
he muſt oblige him to Sobriety 
of ConduR, anda ;uft diſtribution of Re- 
watts, and Punihinents.” 5 > 

. Dryden 'makes Homewards, and 
vours to fortifie himſelf in Modern 
Mbariry. He lets us kiow that -Ber 
Johnſo Ape whom he 114y of rhe to Err, 
ogy more than one ' example of * this 

hat | in the Atinites notovins; ins 
Where | neither' Face 'nor'' his 'Maffer are 
trrefted according to their Demerits. 
Biit how: Proud foever Mr. Drydez may 
oo a Error; he' has _ f- much of 
ſon's cotfipany as referids. His 
Iyftarice of Face 5 bh the the b Furpte the 
Kor notorious againſt his© 
Y. M1400 
»”B6r Fact aid! fot Conte his" 
Covewi to TS Qu Widow ; neither 
4 is 
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1s it clear that the Matter went thus far, 
He might gain her conſent upon Term 
of Honour for ought appears to the con- 


trary. *Tis true Face who was one of. 


the Principal Cheats is Pardon'd and cons 
ſider'd: But then:his Maſter confeſſes 
himſelf kind to a fault. He owns 'this 
Indulgence was a Breach of Juſtice; and 
unbecoming the Gravity of an old Man, 
And then deſires the Audience to excuſe. 
him upon the Score of the Temptation. 
But Face continued in the Couſenage till the 
laſt without Repentance, Under favour] 
conceive this is a Miſtake. - For does not 
Face make an Apology. before he leaves 
the Stage? Does he not ſet. himſelf at the 
Bar, arraign his own PraQtiſe, and caſt 
the Cauſe upon the Clemency of the Come 
pany ? And are not all theſe Signs of the 
Diſlike-of what he had done ? Thus care- 
ful rhe - Poet is, to prevent. the. Ill Impref- 
ſions of his Play ! He brings both Man 
and Maſter to Confeſſion, , He diſmiſſes 
them: like” MalefeQors; / and moves for 
their Pardon - before he. gives them their 
Diſcharge, - But the Mock-Aſtrologer hasa 
gentler Hand : Wild-Blood and FJacints 
are more generouſly uſed ; There is/no 
Acknowledgment exaQted : no Hardſhip 
put ' upon! them: They are permitted 
to talk on in their Libertine way ho 
t 
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the Laſt : And take Leave without the. . 
leaſt appearance of Reformation, The 
- aac de urges Bey Joes Silent 
oman as an other Precedent to his pur- 
poſe. For there Panpone confeſſes him- 
jefin Love with all the Collegiate Lady's. 
yet this naughty 'Dauphine #5 Crowned 
inthe end with the Poſeſſion of his Uncle's 
Wie, and with the hopes of all his Miſtreſſes. Bid. 
his Charge, as I take it, is ſomewhat 
too. ſevere. I grant Dauphin Profeſſes 
himſelf in Love with the Callegiate Ladies 
at firſt, But when they invited lum to 
a private Viſit, he makes them no Promiſe; 
but. rather appears tired, and willing, to 
diſengage. ang therefore is not al- 
| r ſo naughty as this Author repre- 
ſents him. 
"Ben Johnſon's Fox isclearly againſt Mr. 
Dryden. - And here I have his own Con- 
10n for proof. He declares the Poets Eo . 
end in this Play was the Pumiſbment of Vice, tick, P+ 
and the Reward of Virtue. # Was forced . V 
to ſtrain for this piece of Juſtice, and” * 
break through the Unity of Deſign. This 
Mr. Dryden remarks upon him : How 
ever he js pleaſed to commend the Per- 
Nemance, and calls it an excellent Fifth 
Ben Johnſon ſhall ſpeak for himſelf af- 
terwards in the CharaQter of a Critick ; 
In 
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ear. And here we 
Sf goof 


He % "thrown 
a Rake, and dies like 


ny or two from Shakeſp 
nu obſerve the' adrmir 
ifappointment. 

of ket py as bein 
A Rat behind the * ings. 
ſlire he had #iven, would not excuſe him: 
he Poet was not 'f> partial; as to. let his' 
umour. und for his" Lewdneſs, 
Ys that 'this remark is wide 
bf the wg "becauſe" Palfta e is repres 
{Efited ity Tragedy, where” the Laws of 


this T anſwer;/that youmnay'icall Hemyy 
the Fonrth and: Fifth, Fragedies if you 
pleaſe: But'for' all that," Fn Res 
no Buskins,' his' Character is' petteftly Cos 
mical from end to end. 
The next Inſtance ſhall be'iti Flowerlal 
the Prolizd. This Spark 'notwithſtan- 
dig his Extidvigance, makes a S 
The 1 Lin Fara on at'laft; and "marries u 
= rodt- um | then- the Poet' qualihes 2 Ye 
for bis 600d Fottuine; and'tmends his Mat 
hers with his Circumſtances.” He 
Hr Repejit, and leave' of | his Intemp 
rance, Swearitig'&c, And whe his Fat 
Warh'd Hint 4gainſt a _—_ He anſwer 
very loberly,.. . | 


Hecker helplitz me Þle tate PR C tf of _ 


Iii the rliean tirne I ſhall rake'a Teſtimes! 


'The Pleas: 


Fitffice are more ftrickly obſerv'd. To - 


LY 
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I could give ſome Inſtances of this kind 
out -of Beaumont and Fletcher, But there's 
no need of any. farther Quotation'; For 
Mr. Dryden is not fatisfied with his Apology 


from Authority : He does as goodas own 


that this may be conſtrued no better than 
defertding one ill PraQiſe by another. To 
prevent this very. reaſonable objeftion he 
endeavours tovindicate his Precedents from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, To" this pur- 
ſe the makes 4 wige difference between the 
Rules of Tragedy and Comedy, That Vice 
ff be impartially proſecuted inthe firſt, be- 
_ the Perſons are Great &c. | 
ſeems then Executions are only for 
Greatneſs and Quality. Juſtice is not to 
frike much /ower than a Prince, . Private 


| Prople may do what they pleaſe, T 


are too few for Miſchief, and too Litr 
for: P«aniſbmeut |: This would be admi- 
rable Doctrine for . Newgate, and give us 
a. general Goak-Delivery without - more 
ado. But in Tragedy ( ſays the Mock- 
Aſtrologer.) The Crimes are likewiſe Hor- 
72d, ſo that there is a neceſſity for Se- 
verity and Example. And how ſtands 
the. matter in- Comedy? Quite otherwiſe, 
There the Faults art b 
and the Frailties of Human Nature For 
Inſtance. 'There 1s- nothing but a little 
) qr Pimping, Gaming, Profaneneſs 
Oe. | who could be fo hard hearted 
| ro 


ut the allies of Toath, Ibid. 


Ihid. 


id. 
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to give a Man any Trouble for This? 
Such Rigours would be ſtrangely Inhu- 
mane! A Poet is a better natur'd Thin 
I can 'aſſure you. Theſe little, Miſcar- 
riages move Pity and Commiſer ation, ani are 
not ſach as muſt of mece 7 be Puniſh'd, 
This is comfortable Caſwitry ! But to be 
Serious. Is Diſſolution of Manners ſuch a 


Peccadillo ? Does a Profligate Conſcience 


deſerve nothing but Commiſeration * And 
are People damn'd only for Humane Frau. 
ties ? Þ perceive the Laws of Religion and 
thoſe of the Stage difter extreamly ! The 
ſtrength of his Defence lies in this choice 
Maxim, that the Chief End of Comeay is 
Delight. - He queſtions whether Inſtrattion 
has any thing to de in Comedy If it has, he 
is ſure *:js no more then its ſecondary end : 
For the baſineſs of the Poet is to make you 
laugh. Granting the Truth of this Prin- 
ciple, I ſomewhat queſtion the ſervicea- 
bleneſs of 1t. © For is there no Diverſion 
to be had unleſs Vice appears proſperous, 
and rides at the Head of Succeſs, One 
would think ſuch a prepoſterous diſtribu- 
tion of -Rewards, 1d rather ſhock 
the Reaſon, and raiſe the Indignation 


- of the Audience. To laugh without Rea- _ 


ſon is the Pleaſure of Fools, and againſt 
it, of ſomething worſe. The mmpolag of 
Knavery, and making Lewazeſs ridiculous, 
is a much better occafion for LT 
An 
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by the Stage. 
And this with, ſubmiſſhon I take to be the 
End of Comedy, And therefore 1t does 
not differ from Tragedy in the End, but 
in the Means. Inſtruction is the principal 
Deſign of both. The one works by Ter- 
ror, the other by Infamy. *Tis true, they 
don't move in the ſame Line, but they 
meet in the fame point at laſt, - For this 
one T have good Authority, beſides 
what has been cited already. 

1/f. Monſieur Rapin affirms © That De- 
© light is the End that Poetry aims ar, bur 
* not the Principal one. For Poetry being 
*an Art, ought to be profitable by the qua- 
flity of it's own nature, and by the Eſlen- 
tial Subordination that all Arts ſhould 
have to Polity, whoſe End in General is 
* the publick Good. This is the Judg- 
*ment of Ariſtotle and of Horace his chief 
*Interpreter. Ber Johnſon in his Dedica- 
tory Epiſtle of his Fox has ſomewhat con- 
ſiderable upon this Argument ; And de- 
claims with a great deal of zeal, ſpirit and 
good Senſe, againſt the Licentiouſnzſs of 
the Srage. He lays it down for a Princi- 
ple, n That 'tis impoſſible to be a good Poer 

without being a good Mar:. That he 
*(a good Poet )1s {aid to be able to inform 
*young Men to all good Diſcipline, and 
*enflame grown Men to all great Virtues 
* &c.—— That the general complaint was 
*that the Writers of thoſe days had no- 


* thing 


Rain Re- 
f.4, &c. 
Pp. 106. 
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© thing remaining in them of the Dignity 
C of a Por, the wy > Tha 
© now, eſpecially in Stage Poetry, nothi 

© but Ribldry, Profanagion, Blaſphemy, of 
© Licence of Offence to God and Man, is 
* pratiſed. He confeſſes + preat part of 
© this Charge is over-true, and is ſoruy he 
* dares not deny it. Bur then he hopes all 
*are notembark'd in this bold Adventure 
* for Hell. For my part ( ſays he) I can; 
© and from a moſt clear Conſcience affirm ; 
©'That I have ever trembled to think to- 
© wards the leaft Profaneneſs, and loath'd 
© the Uſe of ſuch foul, and unwaſh'd Baw- 
* dry,as is now made the Food of the Scene. 
© —— Theencreaſe of which Luft in Liber. 
ty, what Learned or Liberal Soul does not 
*abhor? In whole Ezter/ades nothing but 
©*the Filth of the Time is utter'd —with 
© Brothelry able to violate the Ear of a Px 
 *7an, and Blaſphemy, to turn the Blood of 
'* a Chriſtian to Water. He continues, 
©that the Infolence of thefe Men had 
brought the M#ſes into Ditgrace, 'and 
* made Poetry the loweſt ſcorn of the Age. 
© He appeals to his Patrons' the Vniverſirres, 
<that his Labour has been hererofore, and 
* moſtly in this his latett Work, to reduee 
* not only the ancient Forms, but Mannets 
© of the Scere, the Innocence and the Doc- 
© trine, whichis the Principal End of Poety, 
[40 
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640 inform Men wa the beſt Reaſon of Li- 
*.ying. Laſtly he adds, * that he has imi- 
ated the Conduct of the Ancients in this 
+ Play, The goings | out ( or Concluſions ) 
«of whoſe Comeates, were not always joy- 
{ful but oft-times the Bawds, the Slaves, 
*the Rivals, - and .the Maſters are. Mul- 
*tred, and fitly, it being the Office of. a 


£Comick Poet ( mark that ! ) toimitate Ju- 


£ſtice, and Inſtrudt to Life. Say you ſo! 
Why then.if - Ben Johnſon knew any thing 
of = Matter, Divertiſment and Lang 
ing is not as Mr Dryden affirms, the Chief 
End of Comeay.. This Teſtimony is ſo ve- 
xy full and clear, that /it needs no. ex- 
plaining, nor any enforcement from Rea- 
Joning, and Conſequence. is 

- And becauſe Laughing and Pleaſure 
has ſuch an vnlmited -Prerogative upon 
the Sage, I ſhall add a Citatioa or two 
from Ariſtotle concerning, this Matter. 
Now this great Man * calls thoſe Buffoons, 
*and Impertinents, who rally without apy 


*regard to Perſons or Things, to Decency, 


$difterence-herween Ribaldry, and hand- 
*ſom Rallying. He that, would perfoxm 
£exattly muſt keep within the Charatter 
* of Virtue, and Breeding, He goes on, 
$ and tells us that the old Comedians enter- 
*rain'd the Audience with Smut, -but .the 
_ ÞF Modern 


* or good Manners. That there is a great 
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avi? **< Educationand Senſe, is ſo far from going 
cap. 14+ © theſe Lengrhs that he won't ſo much as 


© Modern ones avoided that Liberty, and 
©orew more reſerv*d. This latter way he 
* ſays was much more proper and Gentile 
* then the other. That in his Opinion 
*Rallying, no leſs than Railing, ought'ts 
© be under the Diſciplike of Law ; That 
© he who is ridden by his Jets, and minds 
* nothing but the buſineſs of Lawghing, is 
© himſelt Ridiculous. And that a Man of 


© endure the hearing ſome ſort of Buf- 
: _— 
And as to the point of Delight in g6 
neral, the ſame Author affirms, * that ſcan 
© dalous Satisfations are not properl 
< Pleaſures. *Tis only Diftemper, and fal 
© Appetite which makes thenr Palatable, 
© And a Man that is ſick, ſeldom has his 
© 'Faſt true, Beſides, ſuppoſing we throw 
© Capacity out of the Queſtion, and make 
© Experiment and Senſation the Judge; 
© Granting this, we ought not to c 
* at every Bait, nor = out at every 
© Thing that ſtrikes the Faricy. The meer 
« Agreableneſs mult not overbear us, with- 
* out diſtinguiſhing upon rhe Quality, and 
© the Means. Pleaſure how charming 0- 
© ever, muſt not be fetched out of Vice, 
© An Eſtate is a pretty thing, but if we 
* purchaſe by Falſhood, and Knavery, 
*w6 


I: nonaLASPSSE)ESOEDST .,.ccz-- .. - 


PS T.. 


OLD - 


OS E 


and 


'SL 


72> & 09 =», Ba or © 53 & © fo. 


A 
1» 
J 
e, 
1s 
W 
e 
d; 
p 
Y 
cr 
he 
Nel 
Os 
6, 
/E 
Y, 
'E 
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tKnavery, we too much”for*r. Some 
ada are andiſh, and others abo- 


or two from Quintilian, may not be 
ſonable. This Orator does not only 
Condema the 'grofſer Inſtances, but cuts 
of all the Doxuble-Extendre's at a Blow: 
He comes up to the Regularity of Thought, 
ind tells us *that the Meaning, as well as 


iy Ribalary is uſed for. Spott, a paſ- 


the Words of Diſcourſe muſt be unſullied. r:fime- 
And in the fame Chapter he adds that *A ©* 5- 


*Man of Probity has always a Reſerve® * 
fn his Freedoms, and Converſes within 
*the Rules of Modeſty, and CharaQer. 
FAnd that Mirth at the expence of Vir- 
Fe, is an Over-purchaſe, Nimiam enim 

pretium eſt # arobitat impenaio con- 


© Thus we ſee how theſe great Malers 
qualify Diverſion, and tie it up to Pro- 
viſves, and Conditions. Indeed to make 
Delight the main buſineſs of Comedy is an 
unreaſonable and dangerous Principle: Ir 
_x the way to all Licentioufneſs, and 

ounds the diſtinftion berween Mirth, 
and Madneſs. For if Diverſion is the 
Chief End, it tuft be had at any Price. 


No ſerviceable Expedient muſt be refuſed, 


tho 


minable ; and upon the vines! mend _— 
fſolutely ſpeaking, is no ing; Lib. 10. 
nd fo nf for the Philoſopher. And * 


16; 
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tho? never ſo bpm Yet Fe beg 
worſt Things are ſaid, 

Religion is 1nſulted, and 
Matters turn'd into Riel -! _ 7 


Blind fide of an NO 


careſs'd, and their Roe; 01 Abe 
tertain'd i wy &s, uf 
Palate 1s cas'd, no et *ho the: 

is Poyſon' a! For can one dig. of an 
Diſeaſe than Diverſion? Bux Raull 

part, certainly Mirth a 

out reſpect to the 

ſypreme SatisfaQions ! A man has ſores 
tihes Pleaſure in loſing: his. Wits. Frea 
ſy, and. Poſſeſior, will, ſhake. the, L 

and brighten the Pace. and, yet, (ge 
they are ngt much to be coveted, Hows 
ever, now we knoy 

Profanenefs, and Obſcenit enity, of 


their Helliſh Curſing, and Swearin 
in ſhort of their og, Induſtry os 


God, and Goodneſs. Comtemptihle : *Fis 


all to Satisfie the Comp any, ang 1 
People Laugh ! A moſt FP nd-abla 3 ju 
cation! What, can be more, en $5 
an Audience, then, to. ſe Aa, Poet 
theiſtically brave : To ice him n, cures a 
to the Canons Mouth, and defy the up 
So of Heaven t9 ſerve them ?. Belides, 


in the Caſe. To fetch, Þiyerſion, out 


Bire 

ere may be ſomewhat of — him 
t 

LO 


k 


by the Stage, 
Ttinocence is no ſuch eaſy matter. There's 
#6 ſucceeding it may be in this method, 
without Sweat, and Prudgins. Clean 
Wit, inofftenſive Humour, and handfom 
Conitrivance, require Time, and Thought, 
And who would be at this Expence, when 
the Purchaſe is ſo cheap another way ? 
is poffible a Poer may not always have 
Senſe enough by him for ſuch an Occa- 
fron. And ſince we are upon fſuppoſals, 
may bethe Azdience is not to be gain'd 
without ſtraining a Point, and grving a 
Looſe to Conſcience: And when People 
#e fick, are they not to be Humour'd ? 
In fine, we muſt make them Laugh, righre 
& wrong, for Delight''is the Chief end of 
Comedy. Delight | He ſhould have faid 
Debauchery : "That's the Engliſh of the 
Word, and the nm of the Pra- 
&#{e. Bur the Original'Deſign of Comed 
was otherwiſe: And granting - *rwas not 
6, what then ? IF the Eras of Things 
#e naught, they muſt be' mended. Mit. 
chief is the Chiefend of Malice, would it 
bethen-a Blemiſh in Il Nature to change 
Femper, and relent into Goodneſs? The 
Chief Ezd of a Madman' it may be is to 
Firea Houſe, muſt we not therefore bind 
: tim in his Bed? To conclude. If De- 
t without Reſtraint, or Diſtinftion, 
* I vithour'Confcience or Shame, is the Su- 
| M 2 pream 
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prone Law of Comedy, *twere well if we 
d lels on't. Arbitrary Pleaſure, is more 
dangerous than Arbitrary Power. No6- 
thing is more Brutal than to be aban- 
don'd to Appetite ; - And nothing more 
wretched than to ſerve infuch a Deſign, 
The Mock- Aſtrologer, to clear himſelf of 
this Imputation, 1s pla to give up. his 
Principle at Laſt, Leaſt any May {boul 
think ( fays he.) that I write this ito make 
Libertiniſm amiable, or that I. tared not tg 
aebaſe the end, and Inſtitution. of Comedy, 
( It ſeems then Delight is not the Chief 
end. ) I muſt farther declare that we make 
not Vicious Perſons Happy, bat only as Hes 
ven makes Sinners ſo, &c. It this will hold 
all's well. But Heavez does. not forgive 
without Repentance, Let ' us fee t 

what Satis{action- he requires. from his 
IWila-Blood, and what Diſcipline he puts 
him under. Why, He helps him 'to his 
Miſtreſs, he. Marries him to a Lady of 
Birth and Fortune. - And now do you 
think. He has not made him an Example, 
and puniſh'd him to ſome Purpoſe ! Theſe 
are frighttul Severities! Who would be 
vicious when ſuch 'Terrors hang over his 
Head ? And does, Heaven make Sinners 
happy upon ' theſe Conditions ? Sure ſome 
People have a good Opinion of Vice, or. 
a very ill one of Marriage, other wile they, 
Wwou 
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would have Charged the Penance a lit- 
tle more. But I have nothing farther 
with the Mock-A/{rologer, 

And now for the Concluſion of a Chep- 


ter, I ſhall give ſome Inſtances of the 


Manners of the Stage, and that with re- 
ſpe& to Poetry, and Ceremony. Manners 
in the Language of Poetry, is a Propriety 
of ations, and Perſons. To ſucceed in 
this buſineſs, there mult always be a re- 
gard had to Age, Sex, and Condition : 
And nothing put into the Mouths of Per- 
ſons which diſagrees with any of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances. *Tis not enough . to ſay a 
witty Thing, unleſs it be ſpoken by a 
likely Perſon, and upon a proper occa- 
fion. But = Deſign will lead me to 
this Subje&t afterwards, and therefore I 
ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but 
proceed to apply the Remark. 

One Inſtance of Impropriety in Manners 
both Poetical and Moral, is their ma- 
king Womerf, and Women of Quality 
talk Smutrily, This I have proved upon 
them already, and could cite many more 
_ to the ſame purpoſe were it ne- 
ceſlary. 

But I ſhall go on, and give the Rec- 
der ſome other examples of Decency, 
Judgment, and Probability. Do» Seba- 
ftian will help us in ſome meaſure. Here 
| M 3 the 
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Þ. 129, 


roar is but a Tyrant, 


PImmgozality. Encouraged 
the Mafty makes a feoliſh Speech to the 
Rabble, ang jeſts upon his own Religi- 
on. He tells them, tho" your Tyrant is 4 
Lawful Emperaur, yet your Lawful Empe- 
That your Empe- 
rour is a Tyrant us moſt Manifeſt, for you 
were born to be Turks, but he has play'd the 
Turk with you. And now isnot this Man 
fit to Manage the Alcoran, and to be ſet 
up for an Oracle of State ? CaptainT om 
ſhould have had this Speech. by right: 
But the Poet had a farther Deſign, and 
any thing is good enough for a Muft:. 

Sebaſtian after all the violence of his 
Repentance, his graſping at ſelf Murther, 
and reſolutions for the Cell, is ſtrangely 
pleaſed with the Remembrance of his Iz 
ceſt, and wiſhes the repetition of it : And 


_ Almeida out of her Princely Modeſty, and 


ſingular CompunCtion, is of the ſame 
mind, This 1s ſomewhat ſurpriſing ! 
Oedipus aud Focafta in Sophocles don't Re- 
pent at this rate, No: The horror of 
the firſt=Diſcovery continues upon their 
Spirits : They never relapſe into any fits 
of Intemperance, nor entertain them- 
ſelves with a lewd Memory. This ſort 
of Behaviour is not only more Inſtructive 
but more Natural too, It being very un- 
likely one ſhould wiſh the repeating a 
Crime, when He was almoſt Piſtratted 

at 
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atthe thoughts ont, At the thoughts on't, 
tho? *twas "committed under all the Cir- 
cumſtances of excuſe. Now when Igno- 
rance and tneer Miſtake. are ſo very dif- 
quieting, *tis vety ſtrange if a Man fi 
jos Ts Mind with the aggravations of 
wliedge; Tocarry Averſion, and De- 
fire, in their full ſtrength upon the ſame 


N 


Obje& ; To fly and purſue with ſo much p. 32: 


eagerneſs, is ſomewhat unuſual. 

fwe ſtep to the Spaniſh Fryer He will 
afford us a Flight worth the obſerving. 
'Tis part of the Addreſſes of Torri/mond 


to Leonora, 


Tou are ſo Beautiful 

So wondrous Fair you juitifie Rebellion ; 

As if that faultleſs Face could make no Sin, 
But Heaven by looking on it muſt forgive. 


Theſe are firange Complements! Tor- 
riſmond calls his Queen Rebel to her head, 
when he was both her General and her 
Lover. This is powerful Rhetorick to 
Court a Queen with ! Enough one would 
think to have made the Aﬀair deſperate. 
But he has a Remedy at hand. The 
Poet's Noſtruam of Profaneneſs cures all. 
He does as good as tell Her, ſhe may Sin 
as much as ſhe has a mind to. Her Face 
is a ProteQion to her Conſcience. For 

M 4 Heaven 
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Heaven is under a neceflity to forgive a 
Handſom Woman. To ſay all this ought 
to be paſs'd over in Torriſmond on the ſcore 
of his Paſſion, is to make the Excuſe more 
ſcandalous than the Fault, if poſſible. Such 
Raptures are fit only for Bealam,or a place 
which I ſhan't name. Love Triumphant 
will furniſh another Rant not altogether 
inconfiderable. Here Celades a Maiden 
Tady when ſhe was afraid her Spark would 
be married to another, calls out preſently 
for a Chaos. She is for pulling the World 
about her Ears, tumbling all the Elements 
together, and expoſtulates with Heaven 
for making Human Nature otherwiſe than 
it ſhould have been, 


Great Nature break thy chain that links tos 
gether | 

The Fabrick of this Globe, and make a Chaos, 

Like that within my Soul, 


Now to my fancy, if ſhe had call'd 
for a Chair inſtead of a Chaos, trip'd off, 
and kept her folly to her ſelf, the Woman 
had been much wiſer. And ſince we have 
ſhown our Skill in vaulting on the Highs 
Ropes, a little Tmbling on the Srage, may 
not do amiſs for variety. 

Now then for a jeſt or two. Don Gag 
ez ſhall begin; And here he'le give us 
a 


by the Stage. 
a Gingle upon the double meaning of a 
word. | 
I think, ſays Dominick the Fryar, it was 
my good Angel that ſent me hither ſo opportune- 
h. Gomez {uſpeQts him brib'd for no cre- 
ditable Go — ye j 
Gom. Ay, whoſe poo els ſent you hi- 
ther, that you fruc bf Father. FI 
Theſe Spaniards will entertain us with 
more of this fine Raillery. Colonel Sa#- 
cho in Love Triumphant has a great ſtroak 
at it. He ſays his Bride Dalinda is no 


more Dalinda, but Dalilah the gon; ny p 70. 


This Colonel as great a Soldier as he is, 
is quite Jenny at a Herald, He thinks 
they call him Herod, or ſome ſuch Jewiſh 


Name, Here you have a good Officer, ,, 


ſpoil'd for a miſerable jeſt. And yet af- 
ter all, this Sazcho tho? he can't pronounce 
Herald, knows what *tis to be Zaconick, 
which is ſomewhat more out of his way. 


Thraſo in Terence was a man of the ſame x,,,, 


ſize in Senſe, but for all that he does not 
quibble. Alb 


ſeems Emmeline Heireſs to the Duke of 
Cornwal was Blind. Albanatt takes the 
riſe of his Thought from hence ; And 
obſerves that as Blind as ſhe is, Coſwald 


uld have no blind Bargain of her, Car Lne Tri. 
los tells Sancho he is ſure of his Miſtreſs, **?- 26. 


and 


ana Captain of the Guards, King 41th. 
is much about as witty as Sancho. It* * 
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and has no more to do bat to take out a Li 
cenſe. 

Saco replies, indeed I have her Licenſe 
for it. Carlos is ſomewhat angry at this 
Gingle, and cries, what quibbling too in your 
Proſperity ? Adverſity it feems 1s the only 
time for panning. Truly I think fo too. 
For *tis a ſign a Man is much Diſtreſs 
when be flies to ſuch an Expedient. How- 
ever, Ceylos' needed not to have been fo 
touchy : For he can ſtoop as low him 
ſelf upon occaſton. We mnft know then 
that Savcho had made Himſelta Hufhich'd» 
Back, to counterfeit the: Conde Alonzs, 
The two Colonels being in the ſame 
Piſguite, were juſt upon the edg of a 
Quarrel. After ſome Preliminaries in 
Ratling, Sancho cries, Dox't provoke me; [ 
am miſchievouſly bext. 

Carlos replies, Nay you are Bent enough 
in Conſcience, but I have a Fent Fiſt for 
Boxing. Here you have a brace of Quib- 
bles ſtarted! in a Line and a half, And 
which is worſt of all, they come from 
Carlos, from a Charatter of Senſe ; and 
therefore the Poet, not the S9/dzer, muſt an- 
{wer for them. 

I ſhall ow give the Reader a few In- 
ſtances of the Courtſhip of the Stage, and 
bow decently they treat the Women, and 


K&uality of both Sexes, The Women who 


are 


Immozality Encouraged , 


bd 
) 


by the Stage* 


are ſecured from Afﬀronts by Cuſtom, 
and haye a Privilege for ReſpeQ, are 
ſometimes but roughly ſaluted by theſe 
Men of Addreſs. And to bar the Defence, 
this Coarſeneſs does not alwaies come 
from Clowns, and Women-haters ; but 
from Perſons of Figure, neither ſingular, 
nor ill Bred. And which is ſtill worſe, 
The Satir falls on blindly without Di- 
ſtintion, and ſtrikes at the whole Sex, 


"Enter Raymond a Noble-man in the? #7: 


Spaniſh Fryar. 


$ 
0 Vertue' Vertue | What art thou begome ? 
That men ſhould leave —ſ thatToy awoman, 
Made from the droſs ana refuſe of a Max ; 
Heaven took him ſleeping when he made her too, 
Had Man been waking he had nere conſented, 


I did not know before that a Man's 
Droſs lay in his Ribs ; I believe ſome- 
times it lies higher. But the Phyloſophy, 
the Religion, and the Ceremony of theſe 


Lines, are too tender to be touched, Creoz 94ip. rt. 3- 


2 Prince in Oedipas, Rails in General at 
the Sex, and at the ſame time 1s violent- 
ly in Love with Earidice. This u 
matter, is juſt as natural, as *tis Civil. 
any one would underſtand what the 
Curſe of all tender hearted Women is, Bel- 
mour will inform him. What is it m_ 
Is 


pe. 41. 


p. 22, 


Þ- $» 
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men had need lay in a ſtock of ill Nature 
betimes. It ſeems *tis their only preſer. 
vative. It guards their Virtue, and their 
Health, and is all they have to truſt to, 
Sharper another Man of Senſe in this Ply, 
talks much at the ſame rate. Belinds 
would know of him where he got that ex- 
cellent Talent of Railing ? 

Sharp. Madam the Talent was Born with 
me——l[ confeſs I have taken care to in- 
prove it to qualifie me for the Socgety of 
Ladies. Horner, a Topping Charler in 
the Country Wife, is adviſed to avoid Wo- 
men, and hate them as they ao him. He An- 
wers. 

Becauſe I do hate them, and would haie 
them yet more, Pll frequent e'm; you may 
fee by Marriage, nothing makes a Man hate 
a Woman more than her Conſtant Conver. 
fation, Thereis ſtill ſomething more Coarſe 


Dor Sebaft upon the Sex ſpoken by Dorax, but it is a 


privileged Expreſſion; and as ſuch I mu 
leave it. The Relapſe mends the Contri. 
vance of the Satir, refines upon the man- 
ner, and to make the Diſcourſe the more 
probable, obliges the Ladies to abuſe 
themſelves. And becauſe I ſhould be loath 
to tire the Reader, Berinthia ſhall cloſe the 
Argument. 'This Lady having under- 


took 


- by the Stage. 
took the Employment of a Procareſs, makes - 
this remark upon it to her ſelf. 

-.. Berinth. So here is fine work ! But there 
W450 avoiding it.——: Beſides, I begin to 
Fancy there may be as much Pleaſure ZR Carr y= 


a” on another Bodjes Intrigue, as ones own. 
This is at leaſt certain, It exerciſes almoſt all 
the Entertaining Faculties of a Woman, For 
there is Employment for Hypocriſie, Inven- 
tion, Deceit, Flattery, Miſchief, and /y- . 


Let us now ſee what Quarter the Stage 
gives'to Cuality, And here we ſhall find 
them extreamly free, and familiar. They 
dreſs up the Lords in Nick-Names, and 


expoſe them in Charaters of contempr, Pouble 
Lord Froth is explain'd a Solemn Coxcomb Go g 
And Lord Rake, and Lord Foplington give Dram. 
you their Talent in their Title. Lord $9 
Plauſable in the Plain Dealer Afts a ti- wic © 


diculous Part, but is with all very civil. 
He tells Manly he never attempted to abuſe 


any Perſon, The other anſwers; What *- + 


you were afraid? Manly goes on and de- 
clares He would call a Raſcal by no other 
Title, tho" his Father had left him a Dakes. 


That is, he would call a Duke a Raſcal. s. 


This I confeſs is very much Plain Dealing. 
Such freedoms would appear but odly 
in Life, eſpecially without provocation. 
I muſt own the Poet to be an Author 7 
g00 
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if we may call them fo, are ſomewhat 
high ſeaſon'd, the Humour ſeems over- 
ftrain'd, and the Charatter puſh'd too fat. 
To proceed. Mu#apha was felling Dos 
Den Sebaft, Alverez for a Slave. The Merchant asks 
p16. what Virtues he has. Muſtapha rephes 
Virtaes quoth ah! He « of a great Family 
and Rich, what other Virtues woaldft thou 
have in a Nobleman? Don Carlos m Lowe 
Triumphant ſtands for a Gentleman, and 
a Man of Senfe, and out-throws Maſt 
pha'a Bar's Length. He tells us Nature 
has given Sancho as empty Noddle, but 


Fortune in revenge has fild his Pockets : 


p. 27. 
jaſt a Lords Eſtate in Land and Wit. This 
is a handfom Complement to the Nob 
liry ! And my Lord: Salisbury had no doubt 

| of it a good Bargain of the Dedication, 

_ - ag Tereſa's general deſcription of a Counteſs 


is conſiderable in'its Kind : But only "tis 
in-no Condition to appear. In the Re> 
of Sir 'Fambelly who had Miſtaken Young 

sſbiow for Lord' Foplingtow, was after- 
wards undeceiv*'d ; and re the- ſur- 
prize Was quite over, puts the Queſtion; 
2s it then'poſſuble that this ſhould be the true 
Lord-Foplingron- at laſt ? The Noblettian 
removes the ſcruple with great Civility 
and- Diſcretion! Lord Fopl. Why what 
do:yow' ſee in his Face to make you doabt of 


it ? 


Þ. 37+ 
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OPS: 


Senſe ; But under favour, theſe jeſts, 


ee Y 
yt 


SER." 


hk 
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by the. Stage. __ 


| iaordinary Opinzen of my Figure, groe ms 
£47 « 


/e to tell you, if yo feen. 45 many 
ras as I have dene, you mould. net think 


i# Impoſſible a Perſon of 4 warſe Taille them. .1ue. 


je might be 4, »# Man of Quelity., 1p. 84 
Mm fore to hear foro ; pA 
erates fo. much. But by the way, theſe 
rties. are, altogether new. I hey are - 
praftiſed by the Latin. Comegians, E 
by the Z 4 too till very lately, as the” F 
Plain Dealer obſerves. And as for Moliere 
in France, he _—_—_ to fly his Satir no 
zpher than a uls. L' Ombre 
a has our Stage a particular Privi- © owe 
lege ? Is their Charter inlarg'd, and are 
they on the ſame Foot of Freedom with 
the Slaves in the Saturnalia? Muſt all 
men be : —_— _ n Maſt —_— 

hneſs be needs play'd upon Title ? 
Ne cane they laſh. the Vice without 


Doves gy the Cuality? If as Mr. 


; rightly defines it, a Play owght 

lo be 4 juſt Image of Humane Natare ; x5,,mrus 

Why are not the Decencies of Life, and por. p- 5 
the Reſpets of Converſatiou obſerv'd ? 
Why muſt the Cuſtomes of Countries 
be Croſsd-upon; andthe Regards of Ho- 
nor overlook'd ? What neceffity is there 
to kick the Coroxets about the Stage, and 
tomake a Man a Lord, only 1n order » 
make ' 
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make him a Coxcomb. ' I hope the Poers 
don't intend to revive the old Projett of 
Levelling,” and Yore down the Houſe of 
Peers, In carneſt, the Play-houſe is an ad. 
mirable School of Behaviour ! This is theix 


gay of managing Ceremony, difti 


ing Degree, and entertaining the Boxes! 
But I ſhall leave them at : Foo to the 
enjoyment of their Talent, and proceed to 

r Argument. 
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CHA V. 


Remarks upon Amphytrion, King Arthur, 
© Don Quixote, and the Relapſe. 


SECTION L 


TH E following Plays, excepting the 
"3 Laſt, will fall under the ſame Heads 


ndation with the Former. How- 


Yerer, fince the Poers have here been pro- 


| in their Expence, and dreſs'd them- 
ves with more Curioſity then ordina- 
Y, they deſerve a propottionable Regard. 
much Finery muſt not be Crowded. 
ſhall therefore make Elbow-Room for 
their Figure, and allow them the Com- 
paſs of a diftin& Chapter. 
* To begin with Amphytrion. In this 
Play Mr. Dryden repreſents Jupiter with 
the Attributes of the fupream Being : He 
furniſhes him with Omnipotence, makes _ 
lim the Creator of Nature, and the Arbiter #2** 
of Fate, puts all the FunQtions of Pro- 7, 5,5. 
ndence in his Hand, and deſcribes him 


Jvith the Majeſty of the true God. And 
JVhen he has put _ in this glorious 


Equt- 
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Equipage, he brings him out for Diverſi. | to 
on, He makes him expreſs himſelf in 


the moſt intemperate Raptures : He jg fat 


willing to Renounce his Heaven for his 
Brutality, and employ a whole Eternity in 
Lewdneſs. He draws his Debauch ating 
full Length, with all the Art, and Height 
ings, and Foulneſs of Idea immagina 
This Jupiter is not contented with his ſuc- 
ceſs againſt Amphitrion, unleſs he bring 
Alemena into the Confederacy, and make 
her a Party ex po# Fadto. He would nat 
have her think of her Husbaxd, but bet 
Lover, that is, her MWhoremaiter, Tis ng 
the ſucceſs, but the manner of gaining 8F Rr 
which is all in all. *Tis the Vice which 

is the charming Circumſtance. Innoceng}Y Þc 
and Regyularity, are dangerous Companh _ 
care to diſcharge their Virtue, and cleas bc 


That very name of Wife and Marriage : al 
Is poyſon to the FR of Lowe. 


E would give the Reader ſome m . 
of theſe fine Sentences, but that they ani 


 Amphytrion. 


Þ too much out of Order to appear. The 


| 


Fa 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
? 
þ 
; 


£ 


1 
q 


\Yitels, nor endeavours to 


is, Our Stage-Poets ſeem to fence a- 


to make overgrown fize of a 


fas mak by the exceſs of Lewdneſs; 
| Crime, a Ground for Impunity. As if | 
Plca 


2 Malefator ſhould project his pe by 
caring to ſcandalous for publick Try- 
i However, This is their Armour of 
of, this i the they retreat to. 


| They are fortified in Smut, and almoſt 


ve moſt, there's no coming at them, 
proceed. I deſire to know what Au- 

ority Mr. Dryden has for this extraordi- 
epreſentation ? His Original Plautes, 

$00 Preſident. Indeed Plautws is the on- 
bold Heathen that ever made Jupiter 


"7 in Stench, ſo that where they 
0 


_ the Stage. But then he ſtops far 
rt 


of the Liberties of the Engliſh Am- 
trion. Jupiter at Rome, and London, 
ave the ſame unaccountable Deſign ; but 
Methods of purſuit are very different. 
The Firſt, does not ſolicit in ſcandalous 
ge, nor flouriſh ye his Lewd- 

it up for the 

Faſhion. Plautms had ſome regard to the 
Height of the CharaQter, and the Opini- 
on of his Country, and the Reſtraints of 
Modeſty. The Sallies of Aritopbanes do 


gFoot come up to the caſe; And if they 
4d, I have cut off the Succours from that 


N # Quare 
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Quarter already. Terence*'s Cheres is th * 
next bold Man: 'However, here the Fx  1Þ 
ble of Jupiter and Danae are juſt glan | 4® 
ced at, and the Expreſſion is clean; and 
He'that tells the Story, a Young Libertine, 
Fheſe are all circumitances ofextenuation, | #? 


the Thing. As for the Greek Tragedian 
and Seneca, there's no Preſcription can'he 
drawn from them. They mention Jap 
ter in Terms of Magnificence and Relſped 
and make his Actions, and his Nature off * 
a piece. But it may be the Celebrated He 
mer, and Vireil may give Mr. Dryden ſome} % 
Countenance. Not at all. Yirgils Jufj* 
piter is alwaies great, and ſolemn, and} 
keeps up the port- of Pn *Tis true, 7 
Homer does not guard the Idea with that 
exaCtneſs, but then He never ſinks the 
Character into Obſcenity. "The moſt ex-J 7; 
ceptionable paſſage is that where Jupiter ut 
relates his Love Adventures to J«zo. Here 9.2 
this pretended Deity 1s charm'd with Ye = 
nes Girdle, is in the height of his Court-J* 
ſhip, and under the Aſcendant of his Paſſs jd | 
on. This tis confeſs'd was a flippery bor 
Place, and yet the Poet makes a ſhift to h 
keep his Feet. His Jupiter 1s Little, but 2M 
not nauſeous; The Story, tho” improper, ſg. 7. 
wHl bear the telling, and look Converlaty Prin 
on in the Face, However; Theſe _ F £ 
oms|* 
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Amphytrion. 
doms of Homer were counted intolerable: 
I ſhall not inſiſt on the Cenſures of Juſtin 
Martyr, or Clemens Alexandrinus: Even 
the Heathen could not endure them. The 
Poets are laſhed by P/ato upon this Score; 
For planting Vice in Heaven, and ma- 


Harm. He-/is known-'to be an Idol 
of Lewd Memory, and therefore his: Ex- 
ample can have no Force: Under Favour 
this is a miſtake: For won't Pitch daub 
when a dirty Hand throws it ; or can*t 
a Toad ſpit Poyſon ' becauſe ſhe's ugly? 
Ribaldry is dangerous- under any | Cir- 
cumſtances of Repreſentation. And as 
Menander and: St. Paul. expreſs it, Evil 
Communications wxlg $094 Manners, '1 
tion them both, e_ if the Apoſtle 
hould be diſliked the Comedian may paſs. 
But after all, Mr. Dryden has' not ſo rich 
3s a. Heathen ' Preſident ' for his Si 
rities, What; then made him fall into 
them? Was it the Decency ofthe Thing, 
and the. Propriety of Charatter, and Be. 
haviour ? By no means, For as I have 
dbſerv*d before, Nature and Operations, 
ought to be proportion'd, and Behaviour 
ited to the' Dignity of - Being. ,T'o 
draw a Monkey 1n Royal Robes, and a 
Prince in Artick, would be Farce upon 
| N 3 Co. 
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king their Gods infettious ; If Mr, Dry- = = 
dn anſwers that Jupiter can do us no wry, 
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Colours, entertain like 'a Monſter, and 
pleaſe only upon the ſcore of Deformuty, 


Why then does Mr. Drydez croſs upen 


Nature and Authority, and go off as he 
Confeſles, from the Plan of Plautus, and 
Moliere ? Tho? by the way, the Engliſh 
hytrion has borrow'd moſt of the 
Labertine Thoughts of Moliere, and ins 
rov'd them. Bur to the former queſtion, 
Why muſt the beaten Road be left ? He 
tells us, That the difference of our 
from the Roman and the French did ſo r6 
quire it, Thatis, our Stage muſt be much 
more Licentious, For you are to obſerve 
that Mr. Dryden, and his Fraternity, have 
help'd to debauch the Town, and oyſon 
their Pleaſures to an unuſal Degree : And 
therefore the Diet muſt be dreſs'd to the 
Palate of the Company. And fince they 
are made Seepticks, they muſt be enter- 
tain'd as ſuch. That the Engliſh Amphy 
#rion was contriv'd with this View 1s too 
plain to be: better interpreted. To whut 
Purpoſe elſe does Jupiter appear in the 
Jehovah ? Why are the incom- 
Mmnnicable poet burlefqu'd, and Ons 
nipotence applyed to Acts of Infamy? 
To what end can ſuch Horrible ſtuff s 
this ſerve, unleſs to expoſe the _— 
and extinguiſh the Belief of a 
The Perfections of God, arc EK cab 
| Tl 
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ridicule his Attributes and his Being, are 
but two words for the ſame Thing. Theſe 
Attributes are beſtow'd on 'Japiter with 
t Prodigality, and afterwards execra- 
Wome d. e Caſe being thus, the 
Cover of an Idol, is too thin a pretence 
to Screen the Blaſphemy. Nothing but 
Mr. Dryden's Abſ; and Achitophel can 
out-do This. Here I confeſs the Motion 
his Pen is bolder, and the Strokes more 
ack'd. Here we have Blaſphemy on 
the top of the Letter, without any trou- 
ble of Inference, or Conſtruction. This 
Poem runs all upon Scripture Names, Up- 
on Suppoſitions of the true Religion, and 
the right Obje&t of Worſhip. Here Pro- 
faneneſs is ſhut out from Defence, and lies 
open without Colour or Evaſion, Here 
e no Pagan Divinities in the Scheme, ſq 
that all the Atheiſtick Raillery muſt point 
upon the true God. In the inning 
we are told that Abſalom was David's Na- 
tural Son : So then there's a blot in his 
Scarcheon, and a Blemiſh--upon his Birth, 
The Poet will make admirable uſe of this 
remark preſently ! This Abſalom it ſeems 
was very extraordinary 10 his Perſon and 
Performances. Mr. Dryden does not cer- 
tainly know how this 'came about, and 
therefore enquires of himſelf in the firſt 


ce, 
n 'N 4 Whee 
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W hether inſpired with a diviner Luft, 
His Father got him 


This is down right Defiance of the" 
Living God! ' Here you have the very: 


Effence and Spirit of Blaſphemy, and the 
Holy Ghoft brought in upon the moſt 
Iideous Occaſion. I queſtion whether 
the Torments and Deſpair of 'the Damn'd, 
dare venture 'at ſuch Flights as- theſe." 
They are beyond Deſcription, I Pray 


God they may not be beyond Pardon too, 


TI can't forbear ſaying, that' the next bad 
Thing ro the writing theſe Impieties, is 
to-Suffer them. 'To return t6\Amphytrion.. 
Phebaus and: Mercary have Manyers affign'd: 
very  difaprecable 'to 'their' 'Condition;” 


The later abatimg Propriety ' of oy, x E, 


talks more like/ a Water-man'than a 

They rail againſt the Gods, and call Mars 
and Vulcan the two Fools of Heaven, Mer 
cury is pert-upon his Father Jupiter, makes! 
jeſts 


upon tis:* Pleaſures, and” his Great-- 


. neſs, and is horribly ſmurty 'and profane! 


4nd all this Misbehaviour' comes from!' 
him in his own' ſhape, and im the ſub- 
limity of his CharaGter. ” Had He run! 
Riot in the Ds of Sofia, the Diſcourſe 
and the Perſcn had been- better adjuſted,” 
and the Extravagance . more a 

© 2 ut 
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But here the Decorum is quite loſt, To 

ſee the Immortals play ſuch Gambols, and 

the biggeſt Beings do the leaſt Actions, 

is trangely unnatural. An Emperour in 

the Grimaces of an Ape, or the Diver- 

fions of a Kitten, would not be half ſo ri- 

diculous. Now as Monſieur Rapiz ob- 

ſerves, without Decorum there can be 

" | no probability, nor without Probability = 

| true Beauty. Nature muſt be minded, 

' } atherwiſe Things will look forced, taw- 

' | dry, and chimerical. Mr. Dryden diſcour- 

| fes very handſomly on. this occaſion in 
| his- Preface to Albion and Albanins. He" © 

| informs us, That Wit has been truly defin'd 
"| « propriety of Words ' and Thoaghts. 
| | That Propriety of Thought is that Fancy 
) | nhich wifes naturally from the Subjeft, Why 
/* | then without doubt, the Quality, of Cha- 
/ | raters ſhould _—_ _ of, and grear 

j roms r ike themlelves. Yes, 

p this is —— by implication, and Mr. 
—_— comes {till -nearer to the preſent 
He tells us, that Proprzety is to be 
erved, even in Machines; And that the 
5 are all. to manage their Peculiar Pro- 
vinces, He inftances in ſome of their re- 
_ Employments ; but I don't find 
t any of them were to talk: Lewdly. 
No. He plainly ſuppoſes the contrary. 
For as he goes on, If they were to ſpeak upon 
the 
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the Stage it would follow of neceſſity, that the 
Expreſſions ſbould be Lofty, F igurative, and 
Majefticsl. It ſeems then their Behaviour 
ſhould be agreeable to theirGreatneſs. Why 
then are not- theſe Rules obſerv'd in the 
Machines of Amphytrion? And as I take it, 
Obſcenity has not the Air of Majeſty, nor 
any Alliance with the S«b/;»ze. And as for 
the Figurative Part, *tis | 4 of the 
{ame Cut with the Zofty: The ſmur ſhines 
clear, and-ſtrong, — the Metaphor, 
and-1s no better ſcreen'd than the Sun by 


-4 Glaſs Window. To uſe Mercury thus 


ill, and make the God of Eloquence ſpeak 
ſo unlike himſelf, is ſomewhat ſtrange! 
But tho? the Antients knew nothing of i 

there are Conſiderations above thoſe of 
Decexcy. And when this happens, A Rule 
md(t rather be Praſpeſt on, than 4 Beauty 
left out. Tis Mr. Dryden's opinion in his 


leomenes, where he breaks Unity of 


T ime, to deſcribe the Beauty of a Famine. 
Now Beauty. is an arbitrary Advantage, 
and depends upon Cuſtom and Fancy, 
With ſome People the Blackeſt Complex» 
jons are the handſomeſt, *Tis to theſe 
African Criticks that Mr. Dryden ſeems to 
make his Appeal. And without doubt he 
beſpeaks their Favour, and ſtrikes their 
Imagination luckily enough. For to | 
Divinity and Scandal together ; To 8 
t 
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Amphytrion, 

the Gods throw Stars, like Snow-balls at 
one another, but eſpecially to Court in 
Smut, and rally in Blaſphemy, is moſt ad- 
mirably entertaining ! This is much ber- 
ter than all the Niceties of Decorum. *Tis 
handſomly contriv'd to ſlur the Notion 
of a Superiour Nature, to diſarm the Ter- 
rorsof Religion, and make the Court A- 
bove as Romantick as that of the Fairres. 
A Libertine when his Conſcience is thus re- 
liev'd, and Atheiſm firs cafie upon his Spi- 
rits, can't help being greatful upon the 
Occaſion. Meer Intereit will oblige him 
to cry up the Performance, and ſolicit for 
the Poer's Reputation ! Before I take kave 
of theſe Machines, it may not be amiſs to 
enquire why the Gods are brought into 
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the Spiritua/ Court, Now I ſuppoſe the #: *- 


Creditableneſs of the Buſineſs, and the 
Poets Kindneſs to thoſe Places, are the 
principal Reaſons of their coming. How- 
ever, He might have a farther Defign in 
his Head, and that is, to bring Thebes to 
London, and to ſhow the _— of 
Dottors Commons. For if you will believe 
Mercary, this Conference berween him 
and Pheb 


19. 


w washeld three thouſand years 7: -n4 


0. Thus Shakeſpesr makes Hettor talk Creſſid, 
- oc Arifotle*s - 


Hot 


ſophy, and calls Sr, The Hiſt, 


John Old Caftle, Proteſtant, T had not 5r. Fn 


mention'd this Diſcovery in — - Old-Caſtle. 
2 ut 


King Ar- 
thur, 
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but that Mr. Drydez falls upon Bex Johy- 
ſon, for making, Cataline grove Fire at the 
Face of a Cloua, before Guns were inven- 
ted. | 

By the Pattern of theſe pretended Dez. 
ties, we may- gueſs what fort of Mortals 
we are likely to meet with. Neither 
are we miſtaken. For Phedra is bad e&- 
nough in all Conſcience, but Bromis is 
a meer Original. Indeed when Mr, Dry. 
den makes Jepiter, and Jupiter makes the 
Women, little leſs can be expetted. So 
much for Amphitrion. 

I ſhall paſs on to Kjze Arthur for a: 
word or two. Now here is a ſtrange 
jumble and Hotch potch of Matters, if, 
you mind it. Here we- have Genzi; and, 
Angels, Cupids, Syrens, and. Devils; Venus. 
and St. George,  Pan,and the Parſon, the; 
Hell of Heatheniſm, and-the Hell -ot Re« 
velation ; A fit of Smut, and then a Jeſt. 
about Original Sin. And why are Truth 
and Fiction, Heatheniſm and Chriſtianity, 
the moſt Serious - and the moſt 'Trifling 
Things blended together,. and thrown in- 
to one Form of Diverſion? Why is all 
this done unleſs it be to ridicule the whole, 
and :make.one as incredible as the other ? 
His Airy, and Earthy Spirits Diſcourle of. 
the firſt ſtate of Devils, of their Chezf, of 
their Revolt, their Puniſhment, and Im- 
poſtures. 


King Arthur. 
poſtures. This Mr. Dryden very Religi- 
ouſly calls a Fairy way of Writing, which 


depends only on the Force of Imagination. _ 


What then is the Fall of the Angels a 
Romance? Has it no baſis of Truth, no- 
thing to ſupport it, but ſtrength of Fancy 
and Poetick Invention ? After He had 
mention'd Hell, Devils, cc. And given us 
'a ſort of Buble deſcription of theſe formi- 
'dable Things ; I fay after he had formed 
his Poem in this manner, Iam ſurprized 
to here him call it a Fairy kind of Writing. 
Is the Hiſtory of Tophet no better prov'd 
than that of Styx? Is the Lake of Brim- 
fone and that of Phlegeton alike dreadful ? 
And have we as much Reaſon to believe 
the Torments of Titizs and Promethews, 
as thoſe of the Devils and Damn'd ? Theſe 
are lamentable Conſequences! And yet I 
can't well ſee how the Poer can avoid 
them. But ſetting aſide this miſerable 
Gloſs in the Dedication the Repreſentati- 
on* it ſelf is ſcandalouſly irreligious. 'To 
droll upon the Vengeance of Heaven, and 
the Miſeries of the Damn'd, is a fad In- 
ſtance of Chriſtianity ! Thoſe that bring 
Devils upon the Szage, can hardly believe 
them any where elſe. Beſides, the EffeCts 
of ſuch an Entertainment muſt needs be 
admirable! To ſee Hell thus play'd with 
sa mighty Refreſhment to a lewd Con- 
{cience, 
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ſcience, and a byaſs'd Underſtanding. It 
heartens the Young Libertine, and cons 
firms the well-wiſhers to Atheiſm, and 
makes Vice bold, and enterprizing, Such 
Diverſioas ſerve to diſpel the Gloom, and 
puild the Horrors of the Shades below, and 
are a ſort of Enſurance againſt Damnation, 
One would think theſe Poers went upon 
abfolure Cerrainty, and could demonſtrate 
a Scheme of Infidelity. If they could, 
They had much better keep the Secret. 
The divulging it tends only to debauch 
Mankind, and ſhake the Securities of Ct 
vil Life. However, ifthey have been in 
the other World and find it empty, and un- 
inhabited, and are acquainted with all the 


Powers, and Places, in Being ; If they can I 


ſhow the Impoſtures of Religion, and the 
Contraditions of Common Belief, they 
have ſomething to fay -for themſelves. 
Have they then infallible Proof and Ma- 
thematick Evidence for theſe 
No Man had ever the Confidence to, ſay 
This. And if He ſhould, he would be but 
laughed at for his Folly. No Concluſ 
ons can exceed the Evidence of their Prin- 


' Ciples ; you may as well build a Caſtle in 


the Air, as raiſe a Demonſtration upon a 
Bottom of Uncertainty. And is wy An 
ſo vain asto pretend to know the Extent 
of Nature, and the Stretch of Poſhbility i 

pee 
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King Arthur. 
F Force of the Powers Inviſible ? 
that notwithſtanding the Boldneſs of 
is Opers, there may be ſuch a Place as 
And if ſo, a Diſcourſeabout Devils, 
ll be no Fairy way of Writing. For a 
wy way of Writing, is nothing but a 
dittory of Fittion; A ſubjeft of Imagina- 
| ings ; ſuch as never had any ex- 
in Time, or Nature. And if as 
Monſieur Repiz obſerves, Poetry requires 
2 mixture of Truth and Fable; Mr. Dry- 
des may make his advantage, for his Play 
is much better founded on Reality than 
He was aware of. 
It may not be improper to conſider in 
a word or two, what a frightful Idea 
the Holy Seriptures give us of Hell. *Tis 
deſcrib'd by all the Circumſtance of Ter- 
ror, by every Thing dreadful to Senſe, 
and amazing to Thought. "The Place, 
the Company, the Duration, are all Con- 
fiderations of Aſtoniſhment. And 
has God given vs this ſolemn warniog ? 
Is it not to awaken our Fears, and guard 
our Happineſs; To reſtrain the Diſorders 
of Appetite, and to keep us within Rea- 
fon, and Duty? And as for the Apoſtate 
dag, the Scriptares inform us of their 
loſt Condition, of their Malice and Pow- 
er, of their aQtive Induſtry and Expe- 
rience; and all theſe Qualrties —_— 
ent 
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dent to the Bulk of their Nature, the An 
_— of their Being, and the Miſery 
of their State. In ſhort, They are pains 
ted 1n all the formidable Appearances ima- 
ginable, to alarm our Caution, and put 
us upon the utmoſt Defence: 

Let us fee now how Mr. Dryden repre- 
ſents theſe unhappy Spirits, and their 
Place of Abode. Why very entertain 
ingly! Thoſe that have a true Taſt for 
Atheiſm were never better regaled. One 
would think by this Play the Devils were 
meer Mormo's and Bugbears, fit only to 
fright Children and Fools. They rally 
upon Hell and Damnation, with a great 
deal of Air and Pleaſantry ; and appear like 
Robin-Gooa-fellow, only to make the Com- 
pany laugh. Philidel: Is calPd a Paling 


Sprite. And why 10? For this pious reas 


ſon, hecauſe 


He trembles at the yawning Gulph of Hell 

Nor dares approach the Flames leaſt he ſhoul 
Singe | 

His gaudy filkes Wings. 

He ſighs when he ſhould plunge 4 Soul in 

Salphar, 

As with Compaſſion touch*d of Fooliſh Man, 


The anſwer is, What a half DeviÞs he. * 
You 
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King Arthur. 
{. You ſee how admirably it runs all y 
the Chriſtian Scheme ! Sometimes they 
we Half-Devils, and ſometimes Hopefal- 
Devils, and what you pleaſe to make ſport 
with. Grimbald is afraid of being whooped 
through Hell at his return, for miſcarrying 
in his Buſineſs. It ſeems there is great 
Leiſure for Diverſion ! "There's W, gooping 
in Hell, inſtead of Weeping and Wailing | 
One would fancy Mr. Dryden had Day- 
light and Company, when theſe lines 
were written. 1 know his Courage is ex- 
traordinary ; but ſure ſuch Thoughts 
tould never bear up againſt Solitude and 
+ Candle ! 

And now ſince he has diverted him- 
ſelf with the Terrors of Chriſtianity, T 
don't wonder he ſhould treat thoſe that 
Preach them with ſo much Civility! Enter 
Poet in the Habit of a Peaſazt. - 


We ha cheated the Parſon we'll Cheat him 

again, 
Forwhy ſhould a Blockhead have one in ten ? 
For prating ſo long like a Booklearned Sot, 
Till Padaing and Dumpling buriz to pot. 


Theſe are fine comprehenſive ſtroaks! 
Here you have the 1/;ads in a © Nutſhel ! 
Two or three courtly words take in the 
whole Clergy : _ what is wanting if 
Wit. 
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Arthur, 


Wit, is made up in abuſe, and that's as 
well. This is an admirable Harveſt-Catch, 


and the poor Tith-ſtealers ftand hi 
They might have peen 


indebted. 

with Cheating in Proſe, had they not 
been thus ſeaſonably reliev'd in Doggrel: 
But now there is Muſick in plying the 
Knave. A Countryman now may fill his 
Barn, and humour his ill Manners, and 
ſing his Conſcience afleep, and all unde 
one. I don't queſtion but theſe four Ling 
ſteal many a Pound in the Year. Whe 
ther the Mufe ſtands indittable or not, the 
Law muſt determine. But after all, 1 
mult ſay the Deſign is notably laid. For 
Place and Perſon, for Reliſh and Conve 
nience, nothing could have been better, 
The Method is very ſhort, clear, and 
Pra&ticable. *Tis a fine portable InfeCtion, 
and coſts no more Carriage than the 
Plague. 

. Well! the _—_ be contanted' 
It might poſſibl ve been worſe for 
them if they 
he has ſometimes a very unlucky way 
ſhowing his Kindneſs. He commendsthe 
Earl of Leiceſter for conſidering the Friend, 
more than the Cauſe ; that is, tor his Parts 
ality ; The Marqueſs of Halifax for quit 


Ded. King titzup the Helm, at the approach of a Storm; 


As if Pilots were made only for fair Wes 


been m his favour: Ft 


ther, 
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__ King Arthur, 
ther. ?Tis Preſum'd theſe Noble Perſons 
are unconcern'd in this Charatter. How- 
ever the Poet has ſhown his skill in Pane- 
ick, and *tis only for that I mention it. 
© comments Atticas for his Trimming, 
and Twlly for his Cowardiſe, and ſpeaks 
meanly of the Bravery of Cato. Afterwards 
he profeſles his for the Publick wel- 
fire, and is pleas'd to ſee the Nation ſo well 
wy from Foreign mn &c. Howevet 74. 
is in ſome pain about the coming of the 
Gauls : ?Tis poſlible for fear they ſhould 
invade the Muſes, and carry the Opers's 
iato Captivity, and deprive us of the Or- 
naments of Peace. 

And now he has ſery'd his Friends, he 
comes 1n the laſt place like a modeft Man, 
to commend Himſelf. He tells us. there 
were a great many Beauties in the Original 
Draught of this Play. But it ſeems 'T ime 
has ſince tarniſh'd their Complexion, And 
he gives Heroick Reaſons for their not ap- 
pearing. To ſpeak Truth, ( all Politicks 
apart, }there are ſtrange Flights of Honour, 
and Conſfiftencies of Pretention in this 
Dedication ! But I ſhall forbear the Bla- 
zon of the Archievement, for fear I ſhould 
commend as unluckily as Himſelf. 
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SECT. I. 


Remarks upon Don Quixot, &c. 


R. Darfey being ſomewhat particu- 
lar in his Genius and Civilities ] 
all conſider him in a word or two by 
himſelf. This Poet writes from the Rs 
mance of an ingenious Author : By this 
means his Senſe, and Charafers are cut 
out to his Hand. He has wiſel __ 
himſelf upon the ſhoulders of a -/ ant ; 
whether his Diſcoveries anſwer the 4 
try of his ſtanding, the Reader muſt 
e 
"What I have to object againſt Mr. 
Darfey ſhall moſt of it be ranged under theſe 
three Heads. 


L His Profaneneſs with reſpet to Religion 
and the Holy Scriptures. 

IT. His Abuſe of the Clergy. 

II. His want of Modeſty and m__ ty 
the Audience. 


I. His Profaneneſs. &c. 
And here my firſt Inſtance ſhall be ina 
bold Song againſt Providence, 


Pres 


ho 
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Don Nuitrot., 


Providence that formed the Fair 

In ſuch a charming Skin, 

Their Outſide made his only care, 
- And never look*d within. 


Here the Poer tells you Providence 
makes Mankind by halves, huddles up the 
Soul, and takes the leaſt care of the bet- 
ter Moyety. This is dire@t blaſphemin 
the Creation, and a Satir upon God Al- 
mighty. His next advance is to droll upon 
the ReſurreQtion, 


Sleep and inaulge thy ſelf with Reſt. 
Nor dream thou &er ſhalt riſe again. 


His Third Song makes a jeſt of the Fal,, 
rails upon Adamand Eve, and burleſques 
the ConduQt of God Almighty for not ma» 
king Mankind over again. 


When the Warld firſt knew C reation, 
A Rogue was a Top-Profeſſion, 


When there was no more in all Nature but y, ,. 


Four, | 
There were two of them in Tranſoreſſion. 


He that firſt to mend the matter, 
Made Laws to bind our Nature, 
Should have found away 
O3 To 
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To make Wills obey, 
And have Modeld new the Creature. 


In this and the following page, the 


Redemption of the World is- treated with 
the ſame reſpe&t with the Creation, The 
word Redeemer, which among Chriſtians 
is appropriated to our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
like the Jewiſh Tetragrammaton peculiar. 
ly reſerv'd to the Deity ; This adorable 
Name ( Redeemer and Dear Redeemer , ) 
is applyed to the ridiculous Don Quixot, 
Theſe Inſolencies are too big for the Cor- 
reQion of a Pen, and therefore I ſhall leave 
them. After this horrible abuſe of the 


Works, and Attributes of God, he goes: 


one to make ſport with his Vengeance. 
He makes the "Torments of Hell a very 
Comical Entertainment : As if they were 


only Flames in Painting, and Terrors in 


Romance, The Stygian Frogs 1n Ariſtoplianes 
are not repreſented with more Levity, and 
Drolling. That the Reader may fee I 
do him no wrong, I ſhall quote the places, 
which is the main Reafon why I have 
tranſcrib'd the reſt of his Profaneneſs. 


Appear ye fat Fiends that is Limbo do groan 


That were when in Fleſb the ſame ſouls with 


his own, 


Tou 
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Tou that always in Lacifers Kztchin reſide 
Among ſt Sea-coal and Kyttles, and Greaſe 


newly ” a: 
That pamper'd each day with a Garbidge of 
Souls, 


Broil Raſhers of Fools for a Breakfaſt on 
Coals, 


In the — you have the Hiſtory 
of Balaam*s Als expoſed, and the Bea 
brought upon the S2age to laugh at the Mi- 


cle the better ; 


| And as "tis ſaid a parlous Aſs once ſpoke 

When Cr eb-tree Cudgel ke rage provoke. 
$o 4 ou are not civil, fear 
Hel ſpeak again, 


> | In the ſecond Part the Devil is brought 
| | upon the Stage. He cries as he- _—_ to 

| be Saved, And Sancho warrants him at: 
ood Chriftian, Truly I think he may 
ve more of Chriſtianity in him than 
the Poet. For he trembles at that God, 

with whom the other makes Diverſion. 

I ſhall omit the mention of ſeveral 
es of this Kind, beſides his deep» 
mouth'd ſwearing, which is fr t, and 
paſs on to the Second Head, which is His 
Abuſe of the Clergy. And ſince Reveal'd 
Religion has been thus horribly treated, 
O 4 .tis 
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Remarks npon | 
*tis no Wonder if the Miriſters of it have 
the ſame Uſage. 

And here we are likely to meet with 
ſome paſſages extraordinary enough.. For 
to give Mr. Durfey his due, when he med- 
dles with Church-men he lays about him 
like a - qr _— his Wit and 
his Malice, are generally -1in extreams, 
tho? not of the Gs Kind. To begin. 
He makes the Curate Perez affift at the 
ridiculous Ceremony of Don Quixot's 
. Kaighting. Afterwards Squire Sancho con- 
feſſing his miſtake to Quixot, tells him, 
Ah conſider, dear Sir, no man i born miſe, 
Then I think the greater care ſhould be 
taken He is not Bred a Fool. But 
how does he prove this Memorable Sen- 
tence? Becauſe a Biſhop is no more than 
another man without Grace and Good Breed- 
ing. T muſt needs fay if the Poer had 
any ſhare of either of theſe Qualities, he 
would be leſs bold with his Superiors ; 
and not give his Clowns the Liberty to 
droll thus heavily upon a ſolemn Charadter, 
This Sancho Mr. Durfey takes care to in- 
form us is 4 dry ſhrewd Country - Fellow, 
The reaſon of this Charatter is for the 
{ſtrength of it ſomwhat ſurprizing. ?Tis 
becauſe he blunders out Proverbs. upon al 
Occaſions, tho? never ſo far from the parpoſe, 
Now it blundring and talking nothing 
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Don Nuirot. 


tothe purpoſe, is an argument of Shrewd- 


meſs, ſome People's Plays are very ſhrewd 
Performances. To proceed. Sarcho com- 
lains of his being married becauſe it hin- 

red him from better offers. - Perez the 
Curate is ſorry for this Misfortune : For 
& I remember, ſays he, "twas my luck to 


give Tereſa and you the Bleſſing, To this 


Sancho replies. A Plague on your Bleſſing ! 
I perceive I ſhall have reaſon to wiſh you 
hang'd for your Bleſſing ——Good finiſher 


of Fornication, good Conjunttion Copulative. p, «x. 


For this Irreverence and Profaneneſs Perez 


threatens him with Excommunication. - 


Sancho tells him, I care not, I ſhall loſe no- 
thing by it but a nap in the Afternoon. In 
his ſecond Part Jodolet a Pricſt is call'd 
a Holy Cormorant, and made to diſpatch 
half a Tarkey, and a Bottle of Malaga for 


bis Breakeſt. Here one T_ Girl, .. 
S. 


chides another for her ſawcyneſs. D'ee 
(ſays ſhe ) make a Pimp of a Prieit ? San- 
cho interpoſes with his uſual ſhrewdneſs : 
A Pimp of a Prieſt is that ſuch a Mira- 
de ? In the Second Scene the Poet Pro- 


vides himſelf another Prielt to abuſe.” 7 


Mannel the Steward callsBernardotheChap- 
lain Mr. Cuff Caſhion,and tells him a Whore 
is 4 Pulpit heloves ——In ſettling the Cha- 
raters, Mannel is given out for 4 witty plea- 
ſant Fellow. And now you ſee he comes up 
to ExpeCtation, To the Blind all Colours 

are 
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are alike, and Rudenefs and Raillery are 


the ſame thing ! Afterwards, Bernardo ſays 
Grace the Stage ; and I ſuppoſe Pra 
to God to bleſs the Entertainment of t 
Devil. Before they riſe from Table, the 
Poet contrives a Quarrdl between Don 
Qutxot and Bernardo, The Prieft rails 
on the Knight, and calls him Dox Cox. 
comb, Kc. By thistime you may imagji 
the Knight heartily Provok'd, ready to 
buckle on his Baſox, and draw ont for 

Combat. Let us hear his Reſent- 
ment. 


Don Quix. Oh thou old black Fox with 


« Firebrand in thy Tail, thou very Prieft: 


Thou Kjndler of all Miſcheif's in all Nations. 
Dee hear Homily : Did not the Reverence 
T bear theſe Nobles 1 would fo thrum 


your Caſſock you Church Vermin. 


At laſt he bids Bernardo adiew in Lan- 
uage too Profane and Scandalous to re- 
ate, In the Fourth A# His Song calls 

the Clergy Black Cattle, and fays no Body 
now minds what they ſay. 1 could alledge 
more of his Courtſhip to the Order, b 
the Reader might poſſibly 'be tired, an 


'* therefore I ſhall procced 1n the 


Third place, to his want of Modeſty, 
and Regard to the Audience. As for Smut 
Sancho and Tereſs talk it broad, and fin- 
gle {engd, for almoſt a page together. 
Mary the Buxjom has likewije her ſhare 


Don Nuirok, «03 
of this Accompliſhment. The firſt Epi- 
logue is Garniſh'd with a Couplet of it ; 
Marcell the Maiden Shepherdeſs raves in ?* _— 
Raptures of Indecency ; And ſometimes* ©* 
you have it mixt up with Profanenefs, to? '# 
make the Compoſition the ſtronger. But 4 — 
this engertainment being no Novelty, I »- 14+ 
ſhall paſs it over ; And the rather becauſe 
there are ſome other Rarities which are not 
to be met with elſewhere. 

Here he diverts the Ladies with the ,, , 
Charming Rhetorick of Sotty-Noſe, filthy p. 1. 8. 
Vermin in the Beard, Nitty Jerkin, Louſe Mt 24. 
Snapper, ahd the Letter in the Chamber-pot Ol 
with an abuſive deſcription of a Counteſs, p. 35. 45: 
and a rude ftory of a certain Lady with 9 25 
ſome other varieties of this Kind, too -* 
coarſe to be named. This is rare ſtuff for 
Ladies, and Quality! There is more of 
Phyſick, than Comedy in ſuch Sentences 
as thele, Crocus Metalloram will ſcarce 
turn the Stomack more eſſeftually. Tis 
poſſible Mr. Durfey might deſign it for 
a Receipt ; And being Conſcious the Play 
was too dear, threw a Vomit into the 
Bargain. I wonder Mr. Darfey ſhould 
have no more regard to the Boxes and ”'#- 
Pit! That a Man who has ſtudied the *" 
Scenes of Decency and Good Manners with ſo 
much Z4al, ſhould praftiſe with ſo little 
Addreſs! Certainly indefatigable Diligence, 


Care 


Pref. 
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Care and pains, was never more unforty- 
nate! In his third part, Buxome {wears 
faſter, and, is more ſcandalous, and im- 
pertinent, than in the other two. At 
theſe Liberties, and ſome in Saxcho, the 
Ladies took Check. This Cenſure Mr, 
Durfey ſeems heartily ſorry for. He is 
extremely concern'd that the Ladies, that 
Eſſential part of the Audience, ſhould think, 
his Performance naxſeous and undecent, 
That is, he 15 very ſorry they brought 
their Wits, or their Modeſty along with 
them. However Mr. Darfey 1s not ſo Ce- 
remonious as to ſubmit: He is reſolved 
to keep the Field againſt the Ladies ; And 
endeavours to defend himſelf by ſayin 
I know no other way in Nature to do the 
Charatters right, but to make a Romp ſpeak 
like a Romp, and a clowniſh Boor blunder, 
KC. 

By his favour, all Imitations tho? never 
fo well Counterteited are not proper for 
the Stage. To Preſent Nature ynder e- 
very Appearance would bean odd under 
taking, A Midnight Cart, or a Danghil 
would be no ornamental Scepe, Natly- 
neſs, and dirty Converſation are of the 
ſame kind. For Words are a Picture to 
the Ear, as Colours and Surface are to the 
Eye. Such Diſcourſes are hke dilating 
upon Ulcers, and Leproſies : 'T he m_ 


Natural, the worſe; for the Diſguſt al- 
ways riſes with the Life of the Deſcrip- 
tion. Offenſive Language like offenſive 
Smells, does but make a Man's Senſes a 
burthen, and affords him nothing bur 
Loathing and Averſion. 'Beaſtlineſs in 
Behaviour, gives a diſparaging Idea of 
Humane Nature, and almoſt makes us ſor- 
ry we are of the ſame Kind. For theſe 
reaſons tis a Maxim in Good Breeding 
never to ſhock the Senſes, or Imaginat1- 
on. This Rule holds ſtrongelt before 
Women, and eſpecially when they come 
to be entertain'd. The Diverſion ought 
to be ſuited to the Audience; For no- 
thing pleaſes which 1s diſproportion'd to 
Capacity, and Guſt. The Rudeneſles and 
broad Jeſts of Beggars, are juſt as accep- 
table to Ladies as their Rags, and Clean- 
lines. To treat Perſons of Condition 
like the Mob, is to degrade their Birth, 
and affront their Breeding. It levels them 
with the loweſt Education. For the ſize 
of a Man's Senſe, and Improvment, is 
diſcovered by his Pleaſures, as much as 
by any thing elſe. 

But to remove from Scenes of Decexcy, 
to Scenes of Wit. And here Manzel and 
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Sancho, two pleaſant ſharp Fellows, will di- 7*/*- 


vert us extreamly. Mazzel in the Diſguiſe * 


of a Lady addreſſes the Dutcheſs in this 
manner, 


JM. 


pt. 24, 
p». 31- 
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manner. 1luſtrious, Beauty F muſt defire 
to know whether the moſt purifidiferous Dox 
Quixote of the Manchiſſima,and his ſquireife. 
rous Pancha, be in this Company or no, "Thi 
is the Ladies ſpeech ! Now comes Saxcho, 
Why look you Forſooth, without any more Flog« 
riſbes, the Governour Panca # here, and Don 
Quixotifſimo too ; therefore moſt affliftedi/- 
ſimons Matroniſſima, ſpeak what you willi 
mus, for we are all ready tobe your Servitoriſ- 
Imus. 
; I dare not go on, for fear of overlayi 
the Reader. He may cloy himſelf at his 
Leiſure. The Scexe between the Taylor 
and Gardner, lies much in the ſame Lati- 
tude of 110. = 
The Third Part preſents a ſet of Poppets, 

which is a Thought good enough ; for this 
Play is only fit to move upon Wires, *Tis 

ity theſe little Machines appear*d no ſooner, 
or then the Senſe, and the Aors had been 
well adjuſted. In explaining the Perſons, 
He acquaints us that Caraſco is a Witty Man. 
I can't tell what the Gentleman might be in 
other Places, but I'm ſatisfied he is a Fool 
in his Play. Bur ſome Poets are as great 
Judges of Wit,as they are an Inſtance ; And 
_ the Theory and the Practice juſt a- 
ike. 

Mr. Darfey's Epiſtles Dedicatory are to 

the full as diverting as his Comeazes, A lit- 
tle of them may not be amils. In 


Don Muirot, 


In his firſt, He thus addreſſes the Dat- 
cheſs of Ormond. *T is Madam from your Gra- 
ces Proſperous Influence that I date my Good 
Fortune, To Date from time and Place, 
is vulgar and ordinary, and many a Let- 
ter has miſcarried with it: But to do it 
from an Influence, is Aſtrological, and ſur- 


iſing, and agrees extreamly with the 
Eo Shere-of the Play-bouſe. "Theſe Flights We on 
one would eaſily imagine were the Poor 
Of-ſpring of Mr. Darfey's Brain, as he very ,,., 
judiciou y phraſes it. | 

One Paragraph in his Dedication to 
Mr. Montague is perfeQ Qaixotiſm; One 
would almoſt think him enchanted. I'll 
give the Reader a Taſt. 

Had your Eyes ſhot the haughty Auſterity 
upon me of a right Courfier, —— your valued ® 
minutes had zever been d:fturb*d with dila- 
tory Trifles of this Nature, but my Heart on 
dull Conſideration of your Merit, had ſupine- 
ly wiſh'd your proſperity at « Diſtance, I'm 
afraid the Poet was under ſome Apprehen- 
fions of the Temper he complains of. 
For to my thinking, there is a great deal 
of Supineneſs, and dull Conſideration in theſe 
Periods. He tells his Patron his Smiles 
have emboldew'd him. TI confeſs I can't ſee 
how He could forbear ſmiling at ſuch En- 
tertainment, However Mr. Darfey takes 
Things by the beſt Handle, and is refolv*d 
| £9) 
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to be happy in his Interpretation. But to 
be ſerious. Were I the Author, I would 
diſcharge my Muſe unleſs ſhe prov'd kind- 
er. His way 1s rather to cultivate his 
Lungs, and Sing to other Peoples Senſe: 
For to _ _ - a m_ he is Vox & 
eterea nthil 1 this only on Su 

Fieion that the rett of his Peas fol 
like Theſe. Which becauſe I have not 
peruſed, I can judge of no farther than 
by the Rule of ex pede Herculem, I ſhall 
conclude with Monſieur Boilean's Art of 
Poetry, This citation may poſſibly be of 
ſome ſervice to Mr. Durfey ; For if not con- 
cern'd in the Application, he may at leaſt 
be precaution*d by the Advice. 


The Tranſlagion runs thus. 


T like an Author that Reforms the Age ;, 
And keeps the right Decorum of the Stage : 
That always pleaſes by juſt Reaſons Rule: 
But for a tedious Droll a Quibbling Fool, 
Who with low nauſeous Bauary fills his Plays; 
Let him be gone and on two 1 reſſels raiſe 
Some Smithfield Stage, where he may act his 
Pranks, 
And make Jack-puddings ſpeak to Mounte- 


banks, 


SECT 


SECT... III. 


Remarks «pon the Relapſe. 


upon the account of ſome Alliance 
between them. And becauſe this Author 
Hwaggers ſo much in his Preface, and ſeems 
tolook big upon his Performance, I ſhall 
ſpend a few more thoughts than ordinary 
upon his Play, and examine it briefly in 
the Fable, the Moral, the Charatters, &c, 
The Fable I take to be as follows, 
Faſhion 4 Lewd, Prodig al, younger Brother, 
is Reduced to extremity : Upon his arrival 
from his Travels, he meets with Coupler an, 
old ſharping Match-maker ; This Man pats 
him upon 4 projett of cheating his Elder Bro« 
ther Lord Foplington, of a rich Fortune. 
W Faſhion being refuſed 4 Summ of Mo- 


{1h H E Relapſe ſhall follow Don Q#4xot, 


his Brother, goes into Couplers Plct 
bet 2s Sir Tunbel y of his Daughter, and 
makes himſelf Maſter of a fair Eſtate, 
© From the Form and Conſtitution of the 
Fable, T obſerve 
1//. That there is a Miſnommer 1n the 
Title. The Play ſhould not have been 
eall'd the Relapſe, or Virtue in Danger. 
P Lovelace, 
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manner. 1luſtrious, Beau F muſt deſire 
to know whether the ef raralifents yk 
Quixote of the Manchi(ſima,and his Jaubrei 
rows Pancha, be in this Company or no, "Thi 
is the Ladies ſpeech ! Now comes Saxcho, 
Why look you Forſooth, without any more Flous 
riſbes, the Governour Panca # here, and Don 
Quixotifſimo too ; therefore moſt affliftediſc 
ſimons Matroniſſima, ſpeak what you wth 
2s, for we are all ready tobe your Servitorif- 
ImHs. 
f I dare not go on, for fear of overlayi 
the Reader. He may cloy himſelf at his 
Leiſure. The Scexe between the Taylor 
and Gardzper, lies much in the ſame Lati- 
tude of Underſtanding, bn 
The Third Part vrefonith a ſet of Poppets, 

which is a Thought good enough ; for this 
Play is only fit to move upon Wires, *Tis 

ity theſe little Machines appear*d no ſooner, 

or then the Senſe, and the Aors had been 
well adjuſted. In explaining the Perſons, 
He acquaints us that Caraſco is a Witty Man, 
I can't tell what the Gentleman might be in 
other Places, but Pm fatisfied he is a Fool 
in his Play. Bur ſome Poets are as great 
Judges of Wit,as they are an Inſtance ; And 
_ the Theory and the Practice juſt a- 

ike. 

Mr. Darfey's Epiſtles Dedicatory are to 

the full as diverting as his Comedzes, A lit- 
tle of them may not be amiſs. In 


Don Quirot, 

Ta his farſt, He thus addreſſes the Da- 
cheſs of Ormond. *T is Madam from your Gra- 
cs Proſperous Influence that I date my Good 
Fortune, To Date from time and Place, 
is vulgar and ordinary, and many a Let- 
fer has miſcarried with it: But to do it 
from an Influence, is Aſtrological, and ſur- 
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iſing, and agrees extreamly with the 
Fee of th Pl-bouſe. Theſe Flights 27 
one would imagi 


ealily me were the Poor 


Of-ſpring of Mr. Durfey's Brain, as he very ,.., 


ioutly phraſes it. 
Bn Rok in his Dedication to 
Mr. Montague is perfeQ Qaixotiſm; One 
would almoſt think him enchanted. Pll 
give the Reader a Taſt. 

Had your Eyes ſhot the haughty Auſterity 
«pon me of 4 right Courgier, 
minutes had never been difturb*d with dila- 
tory Trifles of this Nature, but my Heart on 
dull Conſideration of your Merit, had ſupine- 
ly wiſh'd your proſperity at « Diſtance, I'm 
afraid the Poet was under ſome Apprehen- 
fions of the Temper he complains of. 
For to my thinking, there is a great deal 
of Swpineneſs, and dull Conſideration in theſe 
Periods. He tells his Patron his Sweiles 
have emboldewd him. I confeſs I can't ſee 
how He could forbear ſmiling at ſuch En- 
tertainment, However Mr. Durfey takes 
Things by the beſt Handle, and is reſolv*d 

to 
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to be happy in his Interpretation. But to 
be ſerious. Were I the Author, I would 
diſcharge my Muſe unleſs ſhe prov'd kind- 
er. His way 1s rather to cultivate his 
Lungs, and Sing to other Peoples Senſe: 
For to _ _ - a word, he is Vox & 
eterea nihil T this only on Su 

Ton that the reſt of his New! rents, _ 
like Theſe. Which becauſe I have not 
peruſed, I can judge of no farther than 
by the Rule of ex pede Herculem. I ſhall 
conclude with Monſieur Boilean's Art of 
Poetry, This citation may poſſibly be of 
ſome ſervice to Mr. Durfey ; For if not con- 
cern'd in the Application, he may at leaſt 
be precaution'd by the Advice. 


The Tranſlagion runs thus. 


T like an Author that Reforms the Age ;, 
And keeps the right Decorum of the Stage : 
That always pleaſes by juſt Reaſons Rule: 
But for a tedious Droll a Quibbling Fool, 
Who with low nauſeous Bauary fills his Plays ; 
Let him be gone and on two 1 reſſels raiſe 
Some Smithfield Stage, where he may act his 
Pranks, 
And make Jack-puddings ſpeak to Mounte- 


banks. 


SECT 


SECT.. III. 
Remarks upon the Relaple. 


| H E Relapſe ſhall follow Dox Q#ixor, 
| upon the account of ſome Alliance 
between them. And becauſe this Author 
fwaggers ſo much in his Preface, and ſeems 
tolook big upon his Performance, I ſhall 
ſpend a few more thoughts than ordinary 
n his Play, and examine it briefly in 
the Fable, the Moral, the Charatters, &c, 
The Fable I take to be as follows. 
Faſhion « Lewd, Prodig al, younger Brother, 
is Redaced to extremity : Upon his arrival 
from his Travels, he meets with Coupler an, 
old ſharping Match-maker ; This Man puts 
him upon a projett of cheating his Elder Bro« 
ther Lord Foplington, of 4 rich Fortune, 
Young Faſhion being refuſed a Summ of Mo- 
a7 his Brother, goes tnto Couplers Pt, 
bubbles Sir Tunbelly of his Daughter, and 
makes himſelf Maſter of a fair Eſtate, 
© From the Form and Conſtitution of the 
Fable, T obſerve 
1//. That there is a Miſnommer 1n the 
Title. The Play ſhould not have been 
ealld the Relapſe, or Virtue in Danger. 
P Lovelace, 
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Lovelace, and Amandafrom whoſe Cha- 
rafters theſe Names are drawn, are Per- 
ſons of Inferiour Conſideration. Zovelace 
finks in the middle of the Fourth AQ; 
and we hear no more of him till towards 
the End of the F/jfth, where he enters once 
more, but then tis as Cato did the Senate 
houſe, only to go out again. And as for 
Amanas has - nothing, to do but to 
ſtand a ſhock of Courtſhip, and carry 
off her Virtue. - This I confeſs 15 a great 
task in the -Play-howſe, but no main mat- 
terin the Play. | 

The Intrigue, and the Diſcovery, the 
great Revolution and ſucceſs, turns upon 
Toung Faſhion, He without Competition, 
is the Principal Perſon in the Comedy. And 
therefore the Townger Brother, or the Forts- 
nate Cheat, 'had been much a more proper 
Name. Now when a Poet can't rig out 
a Title Page, *tis but a bad ſign of his hold: 
ing out tothe . Epilogee. | 

2ly, T obſerve the Moral is vitious : It 

ints the wrong way, and puts the Prize 
into the wrong Hand.- It feems to make 
Lewaneſs the reaſon of Deſert, and gives 


* Toung Faſhion a Second Fortune, only for 


Debauching away his Firſt. A ſhort 
view of his Charater, will make good 


this Refleftion, To begin withhim ; He Þ 


confeſſes himſelf a Rake, Swears, and 
Blaſphemes, 
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The Relapſe. 
Blaſphemes, Curſes, and Challenges his 
Elder Brother, cheats him of his Miſtreſs, 
and gets him laid by the Heels in a Dog- 
Kennel. And what was the ground of all 
this unnatural quarrelling, and outrage ? 
Why the main of it was only becauſe 
Lord Foplington refuſed to ſupply his Lux- 
, and make good his Extravagance. 
is Toung Faſhion after all, is the Poets 
Man of Merit, He provides a Plot and 
a Fortune, on purpoſe for him. To ſpeak 
freely, A Lewd CharaQter ſcldom wants 
Luck in Comeay, - So that whenever 
ſee a thorough Libertine, you may 
Umoſt ſwear he is in a riſing way, and that 
the Poet intends to make him a great Man. 
Ia ſhort ; : This Play perverts the End of 
Comedy : Which as paſovr Rapin ob- 
ſerves ought to regard 
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eformation, and Refer. 


lick Improvement. But the Relapſer ©* ? 


a more faſhionable Fancy in his Head. ** 


His Moral holds forth this notable Tn- 
fruQtion. 

i/f, That all Toznger Brothers ſhould 
be careful to run out their Fortunes as Faſt, 
and as Ill as they can. And when they 

ve put their Aﬀairs in this poſture of 

antage, they may conclude themſelves 
in the kigh Road to Wealth, and Succeſs. 
' as Faſhion Blaſphemouſly applies it, 


revidence takes care of Men of Merit, Relayſe, 


2 2dly P. 
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\ '21y, That when a Man is preſs'd, his - 


buſineſs is not to be govern'd by. Scruples, 
or formalize upon Conſcience and Ho- 
neſty. The quickeſt Expedients are the 
beſt ; For in ſuch caſes the Occaſion ju- 
ſtifies the Means, and a Knight of the Poſt, 
isas good as one of the Garter. In the 

34. Place it may not be improper to 
look a little into the Plot. Here the Poet 
ought to play the Politician if ever. This 
part ſhould have ſome ſtroaks, of Con- 
dud, and ftrains of Invention more then 
ordinary. There ſhould be ſomething 
that is admirable, and unexpeted to ſur- 
prizethe Audience. Andall this Fineneſs 
muſt work by gentle degrees, by a due 
preparation of Incidexts, and by Inſtr 
ments which are probable. Tis Mr. Rs 
pins remark, that without probability every 
Thing is lame and Faulty, Where theres 


no pretence to Miracle and Machine, mat- | 


ters muſt not exceed the force of Belief, 
To produce effets without proportion; 
and likelyhood in the Caule, 1s Farce, 
and Magick, and looks more like Con- 
juring than Condudt. Let%us examine the 
Relapſer by theſe Rules. To diſcover his 
Plot, we muſt lay open ſomewhat more 
of the Fable. | 

©Lord Foplington a Town Bcau, had 
* agreed to Marry the Daughter of Sir 


eTury 
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| *Tun-belly Clumſey a pr—my Gentleman, 


*who lived Fifty miles from Londoz, 
© Notwithſtanding this ſmall diſtance, the 
{Lord had never ſeen his Miſtreſs, nor 
*the Knight his Son in Law. Both par- 
{ties out of their great Wiſdom, leave the 
(treating the Match to Coupler, When 
Fall the Preliminaries of Settlement were 
*adjuſted, and Lord Foplington expected 
by Sir Tux-belly in a few days, Coupler 
tbetrays his Truſt to Toung Faſhion. He 
$zdviſes him to go down before his Bro- 
*ther: To Counterfeit his Perſon, and 
Fpretend that the ſtrength of his Inclina- 
*tions brought him thither before his time, 
fand without his Retinue. And to make 
© him paſs upon Sir Twx-belly, Coupler gives 
tim Nis Letter, which was to be Lord 
 Foplington's Credential. Toung Faſhion 
thus provided, poſts down to Sir Ta- 
*belh, is recieved for Lord Foplington, and 
{by the help of a little Folly and Knavery 
fin the Family, Marries the young Lady 
*without her Fathers Knowledge, and a 
* week before the Appointment. 

This is the Main of the Contrivance. 
The Counterturn in Lord Foplingtor's ap- 
pearing afterwards, and the Support of 
the main Plot, by Buls, and Narſe's at- 
teſting the Marriage, contains little of 
Moment. And here we may obſerve that 
| P 3 Lord 
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Lord Foplineton has am unlucky Diſa- 
greement in his Chara#er ; This Misfor. 
tune fits hard upon the credibility of the 
Deſign. Tis true he was Formal ahd 
Fantaſtick, Smitten with Dreſs, and Equi- 
page, andit may be vapour*'d by his Per. 
fumes ; But his Behaviour is far from that 
of an Ideot. This being granted,'tis very 
unlikely this Lord with is five Thouſand 
pounds per annnm, ſhould leave the chocie 
of his Miſtreſs to Coupler, and take her 
Perſon and Fortune upon Cortent. To 
court thus blindfold, and by Proxy, does 
not agree with the Method of an Eſtate, 
nor the Nicenels of a Beau. However 
the Poet makes him "engage Hand over 
Head, without fo much as the ſight of 
her Picture. His going down to Sir Tun. 
belly was as extraordinary as his Courtſhi 
He had never ſeen this Gentleman. 
muſt know him to be beyond Meaſure ſuf. 
picious, and that there was no Admittance 
without Couplers Letter. This © Letter 
which was, the Key to the Caſtle, he for- 
got to take with him, and tells you ws 
{tolen by his Brother Tam. And for his 
part he neither had the Diſcretion to get 4- 
nother, nor yet to produce that _—_—y 
him to Sir 7 *--belly. Had common Sen 
been conſulted upon this Occaſion, the Phot 
had been at an End, and the P/ay had ſunk 
in 
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The Relapſe, 


in the Fourth 47. The Remainder ſub- 


fits purely upon the ſtrength of Folly, 
and of Folly altogether improbable, and 


out of Charatter. The Salvo of Sir yon | 


Friendly's appearing at laſt, and vouching 
for Lord Foplington, won't mend the Mat- 


ter. For as the Story informs us, Lord e. #1. 


Foplington never depended on this Reſerve: 
He knew nothing of this Gentleman he- 
ing in the Country, nor where he Lived. 
The truth is, Sir Joh» was left in Town, 
and the Lord had neither concerted his 
journey with him, nor cngaged his Afſ- 
ſitance, 

- Letus now ſee how Sir Tzx-bely hangs 
together. This Gentleman the Poet makes 
2 Juitice of Peace, and a Depaty Lieutenant, 
and ſeats him fifty Miles from Lowaozs : 


'$ But by his CharaCter you would take him 


for one of Hercules's Monſters, or ſome 
Gyant in Guy of Warwick, His Behavi- 
our is altogether Romarce, and has nothing 

ble to Time, or Country. When 
Faſhion, and Lory, went down, they find 


-the Bridge drawn up, the Gates barr'd, 


and the Blunderbuſs cock'd at the firſt 
civil Queſtion. And when Sir T#z-belly 
had notice of this formidable Appearance, 
he Sallies out with the Poſſe of the Family, 
and marches againit a Couple of Strangers 
with a Life Guard of Halberds, Sythes, 
P 4 and 
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and” Pitchforks. And to make ſure work, 
Young Hoyer is lock'd up at the firſt ap. 
proach of the Enemy. Here -you have 
rudence and warineſs to the exceſs of 

able, and Frenſy. And yet this mighty 
man of ſuſpition,- truſts Cotpler with the 
Diſpoſal of his only Daughter, and his 
Eſtate into the Bargain. And what was 
this Coupler ? way a ſharper by Charadter, 
and little better by Profeſſion. Farther, 
Lord Foplington and the Knight, are but a 
days Journey aſunder, and yet by their 
treating by Proxy, and Commiſſion, one 
would Fancy a dozen Degrees of Lati- 
tude betwixt them. And as for Young 
Faſhion, excepting Conplers Letter, he has 
all imaginable Marks of Impoſture upon 
him. He comes before his Time, and with- 
out the Retinue expected, and has nothing 
of the Air of Lord Foplington's Conver- 
ſation, When Sir Tax-belly ask*'d him, 
pray where are your Coaches and Servants 
my Lord? He makes a trifling excuſe, 
Sir, that IT might give you and your Fair 
Daughter a proof how impatient I am to be 
nearer akin to you, I left my Equipage to 
ollow me, and came away. Poit, with only one 
Servant. To be in ſucha Hurry of In- 
clination for a Perſon he never faw, is 
ſomewhat ftrange ! Beſides, *tis very un- 
likely Lord Foplington ſhonld _ his 
fs OM» 


\ 
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Complexion on Horſeback, out-ride his 
Figure, and appear a Bridegroom in Deſ- 
halle You may as: ſoon perſwade - a 
Peacock out of his Train, as a Beaz out 
of his Equipage; eſpecially upon ſuch an 
Occaſion. Lord Foplington would ſcarſe- 

ſpeak to his Brother juſt come a Shore, 


till the Grand Committee of Taylors, Seam-, 


treſſes, &c.- was diſpatch'd. Pomp and 
Curioſity were this Lords Inclination ; 
why then ſhould he mortifie without ne- 
ty, make his firſt Approaches thus 
out of Form, and preſent himſelf to his 
Miſtreſs at ſuch Diſadvantage? And as 
this is the Charatter of Lord Foplington, 
ſo*tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe Sir Tunbelly 
acquainted with it. An enquiry into the 
Humour and management ofa Son in Law, 
is very naturaland Cuſtomary. So that 
we can't without Violence to Senſe, ſup- 
ſe Sir T«nbelly a Stranger to Lord Fop- 
ngton's Singularities. Theſe Reaſons were 
enough in all Conſcience to make Sir Twun- 


 bely{uſpeCt a Juggle, and that Faſhion was 


no better then a Counterfeit, Why then 
was the Credential {wallow'd without 
chewing, why was not Hoydez lock'd up, 
and a pauſe made for farther Enquiry ? 
Did this J«ſtice never hear of ſuch a Thing 
as Knavery, or had he ever greater rea- 
ſon to guard againſt it? More wary ſteps 
might 


It 
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might well have been expeCted from Sir 
Tan-bely. To run from'one extream of 
Caution, toanother of Credulity, is highs 
by improbable. In ſhort, either Lord 

oplington and Sir Tun-belly are Fools, or 
they are not. If they are, where lies the 
Cunning in over-reaching them'?? What 
Conqueſt can there be without Oppoſition ? 
If they are not Fools, why does the Poet 
make them {ſo ? Why'is their Condutt fo 

roſs, ſo particolour'd, and inconſiſtent ? 

ake them either way; and the Plot mif- 
carries. The firſt ſuppoſition makes it 
dull, and the later, incredible. So much 
for the Por. I ſhall now in the 

4th. Place touch briefly upon the Man- 
mers. 

The Manners in the Language of the 
Stage have a fignification ſomewhat par- 
ticular. Ariſtotle and Rapin call them the 
Cauſes und Principles of Action. They 
are formed upon the Diverſities of Ags 
and Sex, of Fortune, Capacity, and Edu- 
cation. The propriety of Manners Con- 
ſiſts in a Conformity of PraQiſe, and Prin- 
ciple ; of Nature, and Behaviour. For 
the purpoſe. An old Man mult not ap- 
pear with the Profuſeneſs and Levity of 
Youth ; A Gentleman mult not talk likea 
Clown, nor a _—_ Girl like a Town 

h 


Jilt. And when the Charaers are feign'd 
FL tis 
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*is Horace's Rule to keep them Uniform, 


and conſiſtent, and agreeable to their firſt 


_ out. The Poet muſt be careful to 
hold 


is Perſoxs tight to their Calling and. 


pretentions. He mult not ſhift, and ſhuffle 
their Undeyſtandings; Let them skip 
from Wits to,Blockheads, nor from Cour- 
tiers to Peda On the other hand. If 
their buſineſs is playing the Fool, keep 
them ſtriftly to their Duty, and never 
indulge them in fine Sentences. To ma- 
nage otherwiſe, is to diſert Natare, and 
makes the P/ay appear monſtrous, and 
Chimerical. So that inſtead of an [maze 
f Life, *tis rather an Image of Impoſſi- 

ility, To apply ſome of theſe remarks 
to the Relapſer. 

The fine Berinthea, one of the Top-Cha- 
raters, is impudent and Profane, Lowve- 
lace would engage her Secrecy, and bids 
her Swear, She anſwers I do. » 

Lov. By what ? 

Berinth. By Woman. 

Lov. That's Swearing by my Deity, ao it 
by your own, or I ſhaw't believe you, 

Berinth. By Maz ther. | 

This Lady promiſes Worthy her En- 
deavours to corrupt Amanda ; and then 


219 


P. 47- 


They make a Profane jeſt upon the Office. ?- 5!- 


In the progreſs of the Play after a great 
deal of Lewd Diſcourſe with Lovelace, 
Ber- 
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Berinthia is carried off into a Cloſet, and 
Lodged- in a Scene of Debauch. Here is ga 
Decency, and Refervedneſs, to a great | m: 
exaQneſs ! Monſieur Rapin blames Ariofto, 'F C: 
and Taſſo, for repreſenting two of their | m 
Refa?l, Women over free, and airy. , Theſe Poets Ri 
P- 4% Mays he, rob Women of their Charatter, which T1 

is Modeſty. Mr. Rymer is of The ſame Opi- 

nion : His words are theſe. Nature knows | ha 
Tragedies nothing in the Manners which ſo properly, and th 


fp particularly dif inguiſo a Woman, as her Mo- | & 
A 


der'd xc, deftly, An impudent Woman i fit only to up 
Ss be kicked, and expos'd in Comedy. Yu 
if Now Berinthia appears in Comedy *tis £4; 
true ; but neither to be kict*d, nor exporad, gu 


She makes a Conſiderable Figure, has Is 
g00d Uſage, keeps the beſt Company, and tra 
goes off without Cenſure, or Diſadvan- | Qu 
tage. Let us now take a Turn or two an 
with Sir Tu»-belly's Heireſs of 1500 pounds By 
a year. This young Lady Swears, talks Br 


Smut, and is upon the matter juſt as rag- de 
manner*'d as Mary the Buxome. *Tis plain ſu} 
» the Relapſer copyed Mr. Darfey's Origi- he! 
nal, which is a ſign he was ſomewhat Im 


Pinch'd. Now this Charatfer was no Ti 
great Beauty in Buxſome ; But it becomes || ha 
the Knights Daughter much worſe. Bux- a | 
ſome was a poor Peaſant, which made her W 
Rudeneſs more natural, and expe&ted. |} faſ 
But Deputy Lieatenants Children a Cl 
ule 
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uſe to appear with the Behaviour of-Beg- 
gars. 'To breed all People alike, and 
make no diſtinftion between a Sear, and a 
Cottage, is not over artful, nor very cere- 
monious to the Country en—_—_ The 
Relapſer gives Miſs a pretty Soliloqu 

FI Ob it fy the Reader, keg 


She ſwears by her Maker, ':is well 1, 


have a Husband a coming, or Pde Marry 
the Baker I would ſo. No body can knock 
at the Gate, but preſently I muſt be lock'd 
up, and here's the Toung Gray-hound can 
run looſe about the Houſe all day lone, ſhe 
can, *tis very well! Afterwards her Lan- 

| is too Lewd to be Quoted. Here 
is a Compound of Ill Manners, and Con- 
tradition! Is this a good Reſemblance of 
Quality; a Deſcription of a great Heireſs, 
and the effe&t of a Cautious Education ? 
By her Coarſneſs you would think her 
Bred upon a Common, and by her Confi- 
dence, in the Nurſery of the Play-Houſe. T 
ſuppale the Rela G Fancies the calling 
her Miſs Hoyden 1s enough to juſtifie her 
IM Manners.By his favour, this is a Miſtake. 
To re eſencher thus unhewn, he ſhould 
have ſuited her Condition to her Name, 
a little better. For there is no Charm in 
Words as to matters of Breeding, An un- 
faſhionable Name won't make a Man a 
Clown. Education is not form'd upon 
Sounds, 
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Sounds, and Syllables, but upon Circums 
ances, and Quality. So that if he was 
reſolv*d to have ſhown her thus un 
he ſhould have made her keep Sheep, of 
brought her up at the Waſh-Boul, 

Sir T'«x-belly accoſts Young Faſhion much 
at the ſame rate of Accompliſhment. 
Lord, ——T humbly crave leave to bid you 
Welcome in a Cup of Sack-wine. One would 
imagine the Poet was overdozed before 
he gave. the Juitice a Glaſs. For Sack- 
wine is too low for a Petty Conſtable. This 
Peaſantly expreſſion agrees neither. with 
the Gentleman's Figure, nor with the reſt 
of his Behaviour. 1 find we ſhould have 
a Creditable Magi/tracy, if the Relapſer had 
the Making them. Here the Charters 
are pinch'd in Senſe, and tinted to ſhart 
Allowance, At an other time they, are 
over-indulged, and treated aboye Ex- 
peQation, 

For the purpoſe. Vanity and Formg- 
lIizing is Lord Foplington's part. To let 
him ſpeak without Aukwardneſs, and 
AﬀeQation, is to put him out of his Ele 
ment, There muſt be Gumm and fti- 
fening in his Diſcourſe to make it natural, 
However, the Relapſer has takena fancy 
to his Perſon, and given lim ſome of the 
moſt Gentile raillery in the whole Play. 


To give an Inſtance or two. This Lord 


WM 


liſh'd, 


ESS 


The Relapſe, 
in Diſconrſe with Faſhion onus his Name, . 
flies out into Senſe, and. {ſmooth expreſ- 
fion, out-talks his Brother, and abatin 
the ſtarch'd Similitude of a Watch, dil- 


covers nothing of AﬀeCtation, for almoſt *- 4* 


a Page together. He relapſes into the ſame 
Iatemperance of good Senſe, in an other 
poo e between him and his Brother. 
ſhaſl cite a little of it. 
T7. Faſh. TUmleſs you are ſo kind to aſſiſt 
me in redeeming my Annuity, T know no Re- 
wedy, but to go take a Parſe. 
L. Fopl. Why Faith Tam—to give: 43- 
you wy Senſe of the Thing, T ao think taking 
« Parſe the beſt Remedy in the World, for if 
you ſucceed, you are reliev'd that way, if you 
ore taken are reliev'd tother. 


| Faſbion being diſappointed of a ſupply p. 4 


rels his Elder Brother, and calls him 

Prince of Coxcombs. 

L. Fopl. Sir 1 am proud of being at the 
Head of ſo prevailing a party. 

T. Faſh. Will nothing then provoke thee ? 
draw Coward. 

L. Fopl. Look you Tam, yaur poverty 
makes your Life ſo burdenſome to you, you 
would provoke me to 4 Quarrel, in hopes either 
to flip through my Lungs into my Eſtate, or 

e to pet your ſelf run through the Gats, to 
put an end to your Pain, But I ſhall diſap- 
point you in both, &c. 

This 


224 


Remarks upon 


'This Drolling has too much Spirit, 
the Air of it is too free, and too hand- 
ſomly turn'd for Lord Foplington's Chara- 
Qer. I grant the Relapſer could not a 
ford to loſe theſe Sentences. The Scene 
would have ſuffer'd by the Omiffion. But 
then he ſhould have contriv'd the matter 
ſo, as that they might, have been ſpoken 
by Young Faſhion in Aſides, or by ſome 
other more proper Perſon. To go on, 
Miſs Hoyden ſparkles too much in Conver« 
ſation. The Poet muſt needs give her 2 
ſhining Line or two, which ferves only 
to make the reſt of her dullneſs the more 
remarkable. Sir Tan-belly falls into the 
ſame Misfortune of a Wit, and rallies 
above the force of his Capacity. But the 
place having a mixture of Profaneneſs, I 

Il forbear to cite it. Now to what 
purpoſe ſhould a Fools Coat be embroi- 
der'd? Finery in the —_— —— is but 
expenſive Ridiculouſneſs. Beſides, I don't 
perceive the Relapſer was in any Condt- 
tion tobe thus liberal. And when a Poetis 
not overſtock*d, to ſquander away his Wit 
among his Block-heaas, is meer Diſtraction, 
His men of Senſe will {mart for this pro- 
digality. Lovelace in his diſcourſe of Friend- 
fo, ſhall be the firſt Inſtance. Friexſbip 
(fayshe) #s ſaid to be 4 plant af tedious 
growth, its Root compoſed of tender Fibers, 
nice 
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tice in their Taft, &c. By this Deſcrip- 
tion the Palate of a Fiber, ſhould be ſome- 
| what more xice and diſtinguiſhing, then 
the Poets Judgment. Let us exarnin ſome 


| more of his Witty People. Young Faſhion 


Aancies by Miſſes forward Behaviour, ſhe 
would have a whole Kznnel of Beaux af- 
ter her at London, And then Hey to the 


/Park, and the Play, and the Charch, and the E 


'Devil. Here I conceive the ranging of 
the Period is amiſs. For if he had put the 
Play, and the Devi! together, the Orderof 
Narure, and the Air of Probability had been 
Much better obſerv'd. | 
Afterwards Coupler being out of Breath 

In coming up ſtairs to Faſhion, asks him 


*the—=—car'ft thou not lodge upon the, ,. 


Grouna-floor ? 

TY. Faſh. Becauſe I love to bye as near 
Heaven as I can. One would think a Spark 
juſt come off his Travels, and had made 
the Tour of Italy and France, might have 
nllied with a better Grace ! However if 
he __ in a"Gerret, *tis a good Local 
jſt. I had almoſt forgot one pretty re- 


markable Sentence of Faſhion to Lory. I, ;,. 
ſhall ſbew thee ( ſays he) the exceſs of my 
Paſſion by being very calm. Now fince 
this Gentleman was in a vein of talking 
Philoſop Ang his Man, I'm ſorry he broke 

y. Had G gone on and ſhown 


of fo quic 
Y him 
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him the Exceſs of a Storm and no Wind 
ſtirring, the 
the Thought improy'd to the 
Let us now pals on to Worthy, the Re- 
lapſer*s fine Gentleman. This Spark {as 


. up for Senſe, and Addreſs, and is to haye 


nothing of AﬀeRation or Conſcience 40 
ſpoil lus Charater. Howeyer to fay ao 
more of him, he grows Foppiſhia the laſt 
Sceze, and courts Amanda 1n Puſtian, and 
Pedagtry. Firſt, He gives his Periods 
turn of Verſification, and talks Proſe 
her in Meeter. Now this is juſt as 


"able as it would be to Ride with one Leg 


and Wa/k with the other. Bur let him 
ſpeak for himſelf. His firſt bulineſs is to 
bring Amardato an Averſjon for her Hugs 
= And therefore he perſwades her to 
Rouſe up that Spirit Women ought to bear; 
and flig ht your God f he negletFs his Angd, 
He goes on with his Oriſons. ith 
Arms of lee receive bis Cold Embraces, and 
keep your Fire for thoſe that come in Flamti, 
Fire and Flames, is Mettal upon Mettal; 
"Tis talſe Heraldry. Extend the Arny 
of Mercy to his Aid. FHis zeal may gi 
bim Title to your Pity, altho* bis Merit 648 


not claim your Love. Here you have Army 1 
brought in again by Head and ſhoulders 


I ſuppoſe the deſiga was to keep up the 


. Situation of the Alegory. But the latter 
par. 


opick had ae, and | 
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-part of the Speech is very Pithy.. He | 
| ld have '— qe Fi her Views, out. of 

Evility, and abuſe her Husbend on Prin- 
ciples of good Nature. Worthy purſues 
his point, and Riſes in his Addreſs. He falls 
into a Fit of DiſſeQion, and hopes to gam 
his Miſtreſs by Cutting his Throat. He 
is for Ripping up his Faithful Breaſt, to 
prove the Reality of his Paſhon. Now 
when a Man Courts wtth his Heart in his 
Hand, it muſt be great Cruelty to refuſe 
him! No Butcher could have Thought 
of a more moving Expedient ! However, 
Amanda continues obſtinate, and is not in 
the uſual Humour pf the Sage. Upon 
this, like a well bred Lover he ſeizes her 
by Force, and threatens to Kill her. Nay 
firuggle not for alls in vein, or Death, or t* *<* 
Victory, I am determin*'d. In this rencoun- 
ter the Lady proves too nimble, and {lips 
through his Fingers. Upon this difap- 
intment, he cries, there's Divinity about 
, 4nd ſhe has diſpene'd ſome portion on't 
tome. His Paſhon is Metamorphos'd ' in 
the Turn of a hand: He. is refin'd intoa 
Platonick Admirer, and off as like'a 
Town Spark as you would wiſh. And fo 
much for the Poer's fine Gentleman: © - 
© I ſhould now examine the Relapſer”s 
Thoug bts and Expreſſions, which are rwa 
other Things of Conſideration in a Play, 

Q 2 The 
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The Thoughts or Sentiments are the Ex: 
preſſions of the Manners, as Words are 
the Thoughts. ''But the view of the Cha 
ratters has in ſome meaſure prevented this 
Enquiry. Leaving this Argument there- 
fore, I ſhall conſider his Play with re 
ſpect to the _ 

Three Unities of Time, Place, and AQti- 
on. | 
And here the Reader may pleaſe to take 
notice, that the Deſign of theſe Rules, is 
to conceal the Fiftion of the Srage, to 
make the Play appear Natural, and to give 
it an Air of Reality, and Converſation. 

The largeit compals for the firſt Unity 
is Twenty Four Hours: But a lefſer pro- 
portion is more regular. To be exa&t, the 
' Time of the Hiſtory, or Fab/e, ſhould not 
exceed that of the Repreſentation: Or in 
other words, the whole Buſineſs of the 
Play, ſhould not be much longer than the 
Time it takes up in Playing. | 

The Second Urry is that of Place. To 
obſerve it, the Sceze mult not wander from 
one 'Town, or Country to another. It 
muſt continue in the ſame Houſe, Street, 
or at fartheſt-in the” ſame City, where 
it was firft-laid. ''The Reaſon of this Rule 
on yr upon the Firf. Now the Com- 
pais of Time being {trait, that of Space 
mult bear a | Correſpondent Proportion. 
| Long 
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Long journeys io Pays are, impraQiicable. 


The Diſtances of Place muſt be ſuited to 


Leiſure, and Poſſibility, otherwiſe the ſup- 
_ will appear unnatural and abſurd. 
he | 


Third Unity is that of. Atiow ;. It con- 


ſiſts in contriving the chief. Buſineſs of 
the Play ſingle, and mating the concerns 
of one. Perfon dtftinguiſhably. great above 
the reſt. All the Forces,of the Stage muſt 
as it were ſerve Under one ;Geperal : And 
the leſſer Intrigues or- .Under-plots, have 
ſome Relation , to'the Main..-: The very 
Oppoſitions muſt be uſeful, and appear on- 
ly' to be Conquer'd, and Countermin'd. 
fo repreſent.,, [wo conſiderable* Attions 
independent. of eacn other, Deltroys the 


beauty of Subordination, weakens the 


Contrivance,. and. dilutes. the pleaſure. It 
ſplits the P/ay, and makes the Poems double, 


He that wonld ſee more upon this ſubje&t pics * 
may. conſult Corxeslle.; To bring theſe Res. des 719i, 
marks to the Caſe-jin- hand.” ; And here we Ji 
may obſerve how the Relapſer fails in all © 


the Rules above; mention'd,. +. «; 

1. His: Play. þy modeſt, Computation 
takes up a. weeks Work, but five days you 
mult allow'it at the loweſt. Oneday muſt 


be ſpent in the Firſt, Secondr. 80g part of 


the 'Third A#, before Lord Foplington ſets 


forward toSir Twmbelly, Now the Length 
Q 3 of 
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of the Diftance, the Pomp' of the Reti. 
"Hue, and the-Niceneſs of 'the Perſon being 


confider'd ;/ the journey down, and up > 


gain, cannot be laid under four days. * To 
put this out of doubt, Lord Foplington, is 

particularly careful to cell Coupler, how 
'concetndihe was not to overdrive, for fear 
'of as ordering | his Coach-Florſes. The Laws 
of Plare, are no better obſerv*d than thoſe 
of 'Tivje.” Ini the Third A#'the Play is in 
Tow, im the Fourth A 'tis'ftroll'd Fifty 
Miles off; andin/the” Fifth AF in- London 

again,' Here' Pegaſus ſtretches it to pur- 
e! This -Poer is fit to ride a Match with 


$r+T79 


itches."'' ' Juliana Cox never” Switched a 


| Ti ras at W Walon T vi”n, end Titus at Iſing: 
rom, | 


One whbdx thinks / the"pt -prbilcy of 
onr 


: - ttters, the" Plot wil been ſtolen 


Dri Os 
The Poet's Suceels 1 in the 1ſt Unity of 
Bow is reve the fame with the former. 


Lovelace, Amanda, 2nd 'Berinthia, have no: 


ſhare it the main BuſineBs. Theſe Second 
rate Charitters are a 'detatched Body: 
Their Intereſt is perfeAly- Foreign, and 
they are neither Friends 'nor Enemies = 

the 


——— 


c with more Doe, ! This 
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| The Relaple. 
the Phot, Young Faſbion'does not ſo-rmuch 
| fee them' rill- the Cloſe of the Fifth AF, 


ks has miſnamed his P/ay from the Figure 
of two of them. This ftrangneſs of Pey- 
ſows, diſtin Company, and meonnexion' 
of Affairs, deſtroys the Unity 'of' the Poem. 
The contrivance 15 juſt as wiſe as'it would 
be to cut” a Diamond in two: There is' 
7 lofs of Luftre in the Diviſion: There 
the Number; abates the' Value, and" 
making it more, you'make'it leſs. '/- 
CONE _ ment Dramatic 
rits of the Play. And upon enquiry; 
it appears a Heap of irregriritdts There 
8 neither Propriety'in the Ne, nor Corts 
fvance in' the Pr, nor Decorum in the 
hardfters. *Tis 24 thorough' Contradic- 
fion to* Nature, ahd impolible in Time, 
TI Its Shmines Grates as the Au- 
thor calls therhy are emy and Baud 
wpett \-— A mite of —_ and 
wr (ing. zort whole ; ''Fhe Rela 
re Fdemns, and his Morals, are prob 
well adjuſted. The Poet, is not much bet- 
ter than the Man. As for the Profane 
*tis hideous and ſuperlative. But 
this I have conſider'd elſewhere. All that 
[ſhall obſerve here is, that the Author was 
Q 4 ſenſible 


and then meet only to'fill the Srage :* 
| —# e Perfons are in the Poer's 
| 'very conſiderable; Inſomuchthar! 


Pref. 


ſee Chap. 


20. 


Remarks upon 


ſenſible of this Objeftion. His Defence 


in his Preface .1s moſt wretched : He pre. 
tends to know. nothing . of the Matter, 
and that tis all Printed; Which  onl 
proves his | Confidence | to the 
of. his Virtues. To out-tace Evidence ig 
this manner, isnext to the affirming there's 
no ſuch Sin as Blaſphemy, which is the 
greateſt Blaſphemy of all. | His Apology 
conſiſts in railing, at the Clergy ; a certain 
gn of ill Principles,.. and ill Manners, 
This He does at an unuſual rate of Rude. 
neſs and'Spite. . He calls them. the Saints 
with Screw'd Faces, and wry Mouths. And 
after a great deal of ſcurrilous Abuſe too 
is to be mention'd, | he adds ; If ay 
Man happens to be offended at a ſtory of a Cock 
4ud + Bull, and a Prieft 4nd, a. Bull-aog, 1 
An Ai- beg his Pardon, &c. This. is. brave Bear 
7 Lithug. Garden Language ! The Relapſer would 
- nia, for do; well totran{port his Muſe-to- Samours 
= y x1 24u* There us likely he might find Lei- 
Bears. {ure t0 lick his Abortive Brat into ſhape ; 
Pere Aw And meet, with proper, Buſineſs for his 
mill 1-0148* 1 <rper, and- encouragement [for his Tas 
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CHAP. IV. | 
The Opinion of the Pagans, f the Church, 


. 4nd State, concerning the 


Stage. 


Aving in the foregoing Chapters diſ- 
cover'd ſome part of the Diſorders 

the Engliſh Stage ; 1 ſhall in this Laſt, 
preſent the Reader with a ſhort View of 
the Senſe of Antiquity, To which I ſhall 
add ſome Moderz Authorities ; From all 
which it will appear that Plays have ge- 


" nerally been look'd on as the Nurſeries 


of Vice, the Corrapters of Touth, and the 


' Grievance of the Country where they are 


ſuffer'd. 

This proof from - Teſtimony ſhall be 
aged under theſe three Heads. 

nder the Firſf, I ſhall cite ſome of 

the moſt celebrated Heathen Philoſophers, 
Orators, and Hiſtorians; Men of the big- 
gelt Conſideration, for Senſe, Learning, 
and Figure. The | | 
_ Second, Shall conſiſt of the . Laws and 
Conſtitutions of Princes, &c. The |, 
+, Third, Will be drawn from Chaurch-Re- 
cords, from Fathers, and Councils of unex- 


ceptionable 
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Plat. de 


Repub.'Lib, 


10 Eu ſe b . 
Prepar. 
Evang. 


Cyroded. 
P. 34. , 


Polit. Lib. 
7+ CAP. 17. 


Polit. 
IM $* 


Lhe Opinion of the Pagans 
ceptionable Authority, 'both as to Perſons, 
and Time. 
1/f. T fhall produce fome of the moſt 
celebrated Heathen Philoſoghers &'c. To 
begin with Plato. © This Philoſopher tells us 
© that Plays raiſe the Paſſions, and pervert 
©the ufe of them, and by conſequence are 
* dangerous to Morality. For this Rea- 
© ſon he baniſhes theſe Diverſions his Com 
© mon-Walth. "xa 7 
Xemnophon who was both a Man of Lep- 
ters and a great General, commends the 
Perfians for the Diſcipline of their Fdn- 
cation.  * They won't { fays he} fo- much 
Gas ſuffer their Youth to hear any' thing 
*that's Amorous or "Tawdry. 
were afraid want of Ballaſt might make 
them miſearry, and that'*twas' danperous 
roadd weight to'the'Byaſs of Nature,” 


Ariſtatle lays it. down for a Rule” © that 


©the Law _— to forbid Young: People 
© the ſeeing” of Comedies. Frick permiffions 
«nat being. Tafe till Age" and Diſcipline 
© had oltBrceht them” 'm fohriety, 'torti: 


fie their Virtue, an& made' them 'as'it 


© were” proof againft Debauchery: * This 
Philoſopher who had Took'd.'as far into 
Humane' Narure as' any Man, obferves 
farther. * * That ET bir Muſick > 
& Attion is  affeAimg; "It commands 
« the Rake, and'changes the Paffions ro 

a 
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2 Reſemblance of the Matter before them. 
So that where the Repreſentation is foul, 
the Thoughts of the Company muſt ſuf- 
fer, | 
Tully crys out upon © Licentious Plays 5 Wok 
&and Poems, as the bane of Sobriety, and De Leg. 
wiſe Thinking : That Comedy ſubſiſts up- #* *- 
ton Lewdneſs, and that Pleafure is the 
Root of all = - FR 
' . Ltvy, reports rigina ays a- 
mong thie Romy <He tells us they 
*were brought in upon the ſcore of Re- 
*ligion, to pacifie the Gods, and'remove a 
«Mortality But then He adds that the 
©Motives are ſometimes good, when the 
*Means are ftark naught : That the Re- P* *- 
*medy in this caſe was worſe than the'** 7 
Diſeaſe, and the Atonement more Infec- 
{tions then the Plague. | | 
" Valerizs Maxim, Contemporary with 
Livy, gives much the fame Account of 
the riſe of Theatres at Rome, *Twas De- 
*Votion ' which built them, "And as for 
*the Performances of thoſe Places, which 
| © Mr. Dryden calls the, Ornaments, this Au- 

*thor cenfures as, the. Blemiſhes of Peace, 
Ang which is more, He affirms *© They, 
*were the Occafions of Civil Diſtratr- 
"ons ; and that the State firſt Bluſh'd and. 
©*then Bled, for the Entertainment. He z;, .. 
*concludes the conſequences of Plays. in «cp. 44 


© tolerable ; 


226 


cap. 6. 
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The-Opinion of the Pagans 
* tolerable; And that the Maſ{/ienſes did well 
*inclearing the Country of them. Sexeca 
* complains heartily of the Extravagance 
*and Debauchery of the Age : And how 
© forward People: were to improve 1n that 
* which was naught. That ſcarce any Body 
*vould apply themſelves. to the Study of 
* Nature and Morality, unleſs when the 
4 Play- Houſe was ſhut, or the Weather 
* foul. That there was no body to teach 
* Philoſophy, becauſe there was no body 
* toLearn. it: But that the Stage had Nar- 
* ſeries, and Company enough. . 'T his Mif 
© application of time and , Fancy, made 
*Knowledge in ſo ill a ,Condition, This 
* was the Cauſe. the Hints of Antiquity 
* were no better purſued ; that ſome In- 
© ventions. were ſunk, and that Humane 
© Reaſon grew Downwards: rather than 


torft Lib.« gtherwite, And elſwhere he avers that 
7-4: 33-« there is nothing, more deſtruQtive to Good 


Ep. 9, 


Amnal. 
Lib, 1 4 


C4Þ. 14. 


* Manners then to run Idling to fee Sights, 
© For there ,Vice_ makes;.an inſenſible A 

© proach, and. ſteals upon us in the Dif- 
guiſe of pleaſure.  - 

Tacitus relating how Nero, hired de- 
*cay'd Gentlemen for the Stzge, coms 
* plains of the Miſmanagement, ; And lets 
* us know;*twas the part of a Prince to re- 
© eve their Neceſſity, and not to Tempt 
Fit.» And that his Bounty ſhould fre 

pee * have 
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(have ſet them above an ill praCtiſe, than 
driven them upon't. 
- "And in another place, He informs us 
that *the German Women were Guard. * Mw. 
*©ed againſt danger, and = their Honour cg, "19. 
* out of Harms way, by having no Play- 
Houſes amongſt them. h Sympoſige. 
Plays, in the Opinion of the Judicious j*: 7-.. 
Plutarch are dangerous to corrupt Young ex. Pee. 
People ; And therefore Stage Poetry when”: *5- 
it grows too hardy, and Licentious, **** 
ought to be checkr. This was the Opi- 
nion of theſe Celebrated Authors with 
reſpe& to Theatres : They Charge them 
with the Corruption of -Principles, and 
Manners, and lay in all imaginable Cau- 
tion againſt them. And yet theſe Men 
had ſeldom any thing but this World in 
their Scheme ; and form'd their Judg- 
ments only upon Natural Light, and Com- 
mon Experience. We fee then to what ſort 
of Condu& we are oblig'd. The caſe is 
plain ; Unleſs we are little enough to re- 
nounce our Reaſon, and fall ſhort of Phi- 
toſophy, and live «nder the Pitch of Hea- 
theniſm. 

o theſe Teſtimonies I ſhall add a 
Couple of - Poets, who both ſeem good 
Judges of the Afﬀair in Hand, 

The firſt is Ovid, who in his Book 
De Arte Amandi, gives his Reader to under- 
ſtand 
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ſtand that the Play Houſe was the moft 
likely Place for him to Forage in. Here 
would be choice of all ſorts : Nothing be- 


ing more common than to ſee Beauty ſur- | 


priz!d, Women debauch'd, and Wenches 
Pick'd upat theſe Diverſions, 


Sed tu pracipue cuYVis wvenare Theatris, 

Hec loca ſunt voto fertiliora tuo. 

ruit ad celebres - cultifſims Famina 
Luaos ; 

Copia judicium ſepe morata meumeſt. 

Speftatum weniunt, veniunt Spectentur ut 


ipſe ; 
Ile locus caſti damna pudoris habet. 


And afterwards relating the imperfe& 
beginning of Plays at the Rape of the S« 
bine Virgins, he adds, 


Scilicet exillo ſolennia more Theatra 
Nunc quoque formoſis inſidioſa manent. 


This Azthor, ſome time after wrote the 
Remedy of Love. Here he pretends to Pre- 
ſcribe for Prudence, if not for Sobriety. 
And to this purpoſe, He forbids the ſee- 
ing of Plays, and the reading of Poets, 
eſpecially ſome of them. Such Recreati- 
ons being apt to feed the Di/temper, and 
make the Patient relapſe. 

Alt 
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At tanti tibi ſit non indulgere Theatris 


Dam bene de vacuo Peftore cedat amor. 


| Rm Cithare, Cant uſque, Iyra- Remed. 
Amor. 


q 
Et wox, & numeris brachia mota ſuis. 
Wis «ſhave fieti ſaltantur amantes, 
Quid caveas; attor, quid juvet, arte aocer. 


In his De Triſtibus, He endeavours to 
make ſome Amends for his ſcandalous 
Poems, and gives Auguſtus a ſort of Plan 
for a Publick Reformation. Amongſt other 
Things, he adviſes the upgeaſh of Plays, 
as being the promoters of Lewdneſs, and 
Diſſolution of Manners. 


Ut tamen hoc fatear ludi quoque ſemina 13, 2. 


prebent 
Nequitiz, tolli tota Theatra jube. 


To the Teſtmony of Ovid, I could 
add Plautus, Propertiue, and Juvenal, but 
being not willing to over-burthen the Res- 
der, I ſhall content my ſelf with the Plaine 
Dealer as one better known at Home. 

.. | This Poet in his Dedication to Lady B, 
ſome Eminent Procyreſs, pleads the Me- 
rits of his FunQion, and inſiſts on being 
Billeted upon free Quarter. Madam ( ſays 
he ) 1 think # Poet ought tobe as free of 


yaur 
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your Houſes, as of the Play-Houſes : ſince 
he co fo 4 ſapport of both, tr is 
4s neceſſary to ſuch as you, as the Ballad-ſing- 
er to the Pick-purſe, in Convening the Cullies 

Ep. Ded. t the Theatres to be pick'd up, and Carried 
to a ſupper, and Bed at your Houſes. This 
is franck Evidence, and ne're the leſs true, 
for the Air of a Jeſt. | 


T ſhall now in the Second 
Place .proceed to the' Cenſures of the 
State; And ſhow in a few Words how 
much the Stage ſtands diſcoutaged by the 
Laws of other Countrys and our own; 
2/5: P: To begin with the Athenians, This 
therians, People tho? none of the worſt Friends to 
the Play-Hoauſe *thought a Comedy ſo uns 
© reputable a Performance, that they made 
*a Law that no Judge of the Ariopagus 
| © ſhould make one. 
_ bi The Lacedemonians, who were remarks 
'w. Able for the Wiſdom of their Laws, the 
Sobriety- of their Manners, and their Bree- 
ding of brave Men. "This Government 
would not endure the Stage in any Form, 


; nor under any Regulation. W 
= = To paſs on to the Romans. ' Tally in- 
.cired by, forms us © that their Predeceſſours counted 
- Avex * all Srage-Plays uncreditable and Scanda- 
2. de cv, ©lous. In ſo much that any Roman who 
der cap. ©turnd Attoy was not only to be Degraded, 


13. © but likewiſe as it were diſincorporated, 
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cand unnaruralized by the Order of the 
© Cenſors. | | 
- St. Auguſtine in the ſame Book, coin z. 3. ca» 
mends the Romars for refuling the Jus Ci- 2% 
vitatis to. Players, for ſeizing their Free- 
doms, and making them pertetly Foreign 
to their Government. Fg 

We read ini Livy that the Young Peo- P*c. t. 
ple in Rome kept the Fabule Attellane to = 1+ 
themſelves. * They would not ſuffer this 
* Diverſion to be blemiſh'd by the Stage. 45 1ithi- 
*For this reaſon, as the Hiſtorian obſerves, 9% 79 
f the Adors of the Fabule Atellane were * 
©neither expell'd their Tr:be, nor refuſed to 
f{erve in Arms; Both which Penalties it ap- 
f pears the Common Players lay under. 

In the Theodoſian Code, Players are cal- XV. cod. 


| led Perſons inhonefte ; that is, to aher oro it 7Þcad. Tit, 


foftly, Perſons Maim'd, and Blemiſh'd in ** ** 

their Reputation. Their Pi#ares might 

be ſeen at the Play-Houſe, but were not 

permitted to hang 1n any creditable Place * in hc #>- 

of the Town, Upon this Text Gothofred #0. 

tells us the Function of Players was coun- 

ted ſcandalous * by the Civil Lev. L. 4: moe mu 

And that thoſe who came upon the Stage ms. 

to divert the people, had a mark of Infamy 

ſt upon them. Famoſs ſunt ex Edifto. T , .Þ 6. 

6 _ 9 ; porn to our own dl 
onſtitution. d by 39. Eliz, cap. '"f-nis. 
h; I, Jac, cap. 7, That IO i Corhefreds 

K All 376, 
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All Bearwards, Common Players of Enterludes, 
Counterfſeir Egyptians &c. thall be taken, ad- 
f.idged and deem'a Rogues, Cagabonds, and fur- 
dy beggars, and ſhall (ſua all pain and Puniſh- 
ment, as by th's Ac is in thar behalf appointed. 

| The Penalties are infamous to the laſt de- 
gree, and Capital too, unleſs they give 
over. "Tis true, the firſt A# excepts thoſe 
Players wich be.ong to a Baron or other Perſo- 
na? of yiaher Degree, ant are anthorized ro Plap 
uiider 1{e hand and Scal of Arm:s of {rh Baror, 
or Pe-Cnage. But by the later Sratwte this 
Privilege of Zzcenfing is taken away : And 
all of them are expreſly brought under the 
Penalty without Diſtinction. | 
About the Year 1580, there was a Pe- tron 
tition made to Queen Elizabeth for ſup- þ HE 
preſſing of Play-Houſes. *Tis ſomewhat Þ 1! 
remarkable, and therefore I ſhall tranſcribe aDr 
ſome part of the Relation. Tt 
Many Goaly Citizens, and other well dif- by 

poſed Gentlemen of London, conſidering that fon 
Play-Houfes a4 Dicing-Houfes, were Traps | 
for Toung Gentlemen and others, and per- |, Q - 
cerving the many Tnconveniencies and great 
damage that would enſue upon the long ff 
fering of the ſame, not only to particular 
Perſons but to the whole City ; And that it 
. . would alſo be a great diſparapement to the thi 
Governours, and a diſhonour . to the Govern. | ** 
' ment of this Honourable City, if they ſhould, _—_ 


any 


In the Year 1696. we are inform*d by 


- Concerning the Stage. 
er continue, acquainted. fore Pious 
by: agiftrates therewith, deſiring them to the 
Courſe for the  pproſoey of Comm) 

ſve Courſe &c. within \the City of Tyon- 
don and Liberties thereof, mho Fre A made 
humble ſuit to Queen Elizabeth 41d her Pre- 
vy Council, and obtain'd leave of her Maj 
to thruſt the Players out of the. City, and to 
pull down all Play fx h and Vicitis- bs — 
Houſes within — x4 Likirkes, which arcore; © < LG 
ding ly mas effetted. And che Play-Ho Ln ws 
# Grace-Church-ſtreet &c.' were quite rb "73g 
down and fupprejs'd. 

I ſhall give a Modern Inſtance or two ;,,.,, 
from Fraxce, and fo conclude theſe Autho- Aeterdam, 
fities. ec, ZIs 


Parts. 
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aDutch Print, M. L* Archeveque appuye &c 

(That the Lord Arch-Biſhop ſupported 

'by the Intereſt ot ſome Religious Per- 

ons at Court, has done his Utmoſt to 

{ ſuppreſs the Publick Theatres by de- 

__ or at lealt to clear them of Pro- 
nenels. 

And laſt Summer the Gazerts, in the 
Paris Article affirm. That the King has 
wrder'd the I:a/;iaz Players to retire out p,.,.; 
of France becauſe they did not obſerve Amfterdan 
'his Majeſties Orders, but reprelented im- 7 


Garret 
*modett Pzeces, and did not correct their __ ba 
"Obſcenities, and indecent Geſtures, May, 17! 
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The fame Intelligence the next week af. 
ter, acquaints us © that ſome Perſons of 
6 the firſt Quality at Court, who were 
© the ProteQors of theſe Comedians, had ſo. 
© licited the French King to recal his Or. 
© der againſt them, but their Requeſt had 
© no ſucceſs. ; | 
And here to put an end to the Modern 
Authorities, I ſhall _— a ſort of Pa 
h floral Letter publiſh'd about two years 
ſince by the Biſhop of Arras in Flanders, 
The Reader ſhall have as much: of it as 
concerns him in both Languages. 


F. 
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MANDEMENT 


DE MONSEIGNEUR 
L* Iluftr iſeme Et Rewerendiſſtme 
EVE QUE D' ARRAS 
CONIRE LA COMEDIE. 


uY DE SEVE DE ROCHE CHOUART 

par la grace de Dieu & du Saint Siege 
Polique Eveque d' Arras, A tous fideles dela Ville d' 
Arras Salut F Benedittion. Il faut ignorer ſa Re- 
ligion pour ne pas connoitre Þ horreur quelle a mar- 
quce dans tous les temps des Spetacles, & de la 
Comedie en particulier. Les ſaims Peres la con- 


| damnent dans leurs ecrits ;, Ils la regardent com- 


me un reſte du paganiſme, & Comme une ecole d* 
impurete. L' Egliſe Þ a tonjours regardee avec abo- 
mination, & ſs elle a pas abſolument rejette de 
ſon ſein ceux qui exercent ce metier infame & 
ſeandaleux, elle les prive publiquement des Sacre- 
mens, & n* oublie rien marquer en toutes ren- 
countres ſon aver ſion pour Cet erat & pour Þ inſpirer 
a ſes Enfans. Des Rituels de Dioceſes tres regles 
les mettent au nombre des perſonnes que les Cures 
ſont oblige's de traiter comme excommumnits ;, Celuz 
de Paris les joint aux Sorciers, & aux Magiciens, 
& les regarde comme manifeitement infames Les, 
Eveques les plus ſaints leur font refuſer publiquement, 
les Sacremens ; Nous avons ven un des premiers 
Eveques de France ne vouloir = par cette raiſon re- 
(ev0rr au mariage un bomme de cet ctat 5, un autre 
v voulojr pas leur accorder la terre Sainte ;, Et dans 
R 3 les 
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' les Statuts & un prelat bien plus illuſtre per ſon me. 


Trois Let 


tres Pair 
ralcs 1c 
Montciy 
neur L 


Kveyne 


rite, par ſa Piete, & par Þ auſterite de ſa vie que 
par la pourpre dont il eft reveſta, on les trouve avec 
les concubinaires, les Uſuriers, les Blaſphemateurs, 
les Femmes debauchees, les excommumies denonce, 
les Infames, les Simoniaque"s, & autres perſonnes 
ſcandaleuſes mis au nombre de crux a qui on doit re- 
fuſer publiquement la Communion. 

Il eft done impoſſible de juſtifyer la Comedie ſans 
vouloir condamner Þ Egliſe, les ſaints peres, les plus 
ſaint Prelats, mais il ne Þ eſt pas moins de j1:ſtifier 
Ceux qui par leur aſſiſtance a ces ſpettacles non ſeule- 
ment prennent part au mal qui s'y fait, mais contri- 
buent en meme temps 4 retenir ces malheneenx minj- 
ſtres de Satan dans une profeſſion, qui les ſeparant 
des Sacremens de Þ Egliſe les met dans un erat per- 
petuel de peche + hors de ſalut S'ils ne I abandon- 
ment, — 

Et a egard des Comediens & Commediennes, Nous 
defendons tres expreſſement a nos paſteurs &F 4 ms 
Confeſſeurs des les recevoir aux Sacremens ſi ce n'eſt 
qu" ils ajent fait Penitence de leur peche, donne des 
preuves d'amendement, renonce 4 leur Etat, C& re- 
pare pat une ſatisfattion publique telle que nous juge- 
rons 4 propos de leur ordonner, le Scandale public 
gw'ils ont dome. Fait & ordonne a Arras le qua- 


t;icme jour de Decembre mil ſix cent quatre-vingt 
_ 


quIARes 
Guy Eveque d' Arras 
Et plus bas 
Par Monſeigneur 


CARON. 
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A 


c 
c 
3 
1 


5 


Concerning the Stage. 
In Engliſh thus, 


An Order of the moſt Illu- 
ftrious and moſt Reverend 
Lord Biſhop of Arras a- 


gainſt Plays. 


; UY DE SEVE DE ROCHE 
* CHOUART by the grace of God, 
© ->c, Biſhop of Arras. Toall the Faithful 
* inthe Town of Aras Health and Bene- 
edition. A man muſt he very ignorant 
© of his Religion, not to know the great 
© diſguſt it has always declar'd, for Pub- 
tick Sights, and for Plays 1n particular, 
*The Holy Fathers condemn them in 
© their writings ; They look upon them 
© as reliques of Heatheniſm, and Schools of 
© Debauchery. They have been always 
Eabominated by the Church; And not- 
* withſtanding thoſe who are concern'd 
©/n this Scandalous Profeſſion : are not 
© abſolutely expell'd by a Formal Excom- 
© munication, yet ſhe publickly refuſes 
« them the Sacraments, and omits nothin 
© upon all occaſions, to ſhow her averſion 
for this Employment, and to transfuſe 
R 4 * the 
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© the ſame ſentiments into her. Children. 
©'The Rztuals of the beſt govern'd Dioceſes, 
© have ranged the Players among thoſe 
*whom the Pariſh Prieſts are oblig'd to 
©treat as Excommunicated Perſons. The 
© Ritual of Paris yoyns them with Sorce- 
©rers, and Magicians, and looks upon them 
© as notoriouſly infamous ; The moſt emi- 
* nent Biſhops for Piety, have publickly 
© denied them the Sacraments: For this 
© reaſon, we our ſelves have known one 
© of the moſt conſiderable Bifhops in Frarce; 
©turn back a Player that came to be 
© Married ; And an other of the ſame order, 
© refuſed to bury them in Conſecrated 
© Ground: And by the Orders of a Bifhop, 
*who is much more illuſtrious for his 
* worth, for his Piety, and the Striftneſs 
© of his Life, than for the Parple in his 
© Habit; They are thrown amongſt For- 
*nicators, Uſurers, Blaſphemers, Lewd 
* Women, and declar'd Excommunicates, 
* amongſt the Infamous, and Simoniacal, 
* and other Scandalous Perions who are in 
* the Liſt of thoſe who ought pulickly to 
© be barr'd Communion, 

© Unleſs therefore we have a mind to 
©condemn the Church, the Holy Fathers, 
© and the moſt holy Biſhops, *tis impofſi- 
© ble to juſtifie Plays; neither is the De- 
©fence of thoſe leis impracticable, _ 
| | | - by 


Concerning the Stage, 
by their Countenance of theſe Diverſions, 
not only have their ſhare of the Miſ- 
chief there done, but contribute at the 
© {ame time to fix theſe unhappy Miniſters 
* of Satan in a Profeſſion, which by de- 
« priving them of the Sacraments of the 
«Church, leaves them under a conſtant 
© neceſſity of Sinning, and out of all hopes 
©of being ſaved, unleſs they give it 
© over, —— 

From the general Unlawfulneſs of Plays, 
the Biſhop proceeds to argue more {trong- 
ly againſt ſeeing them at times which 
are more particularly devoted to Piety, 
and Humiliation : And therefore he ftrick. 
ly forbids his Dioceſs the Play-Houſe 
in Advent, Lent, or under any publick 
Calamity. And at laſt concludes in this 
Manner, 

© As for the Caſe of Players both Men 
©:nd Women, we expreſly forbid all our- 
<Reftors, Paſtors, and Confeſſors, to ad- 
© mit them to the Sacraments, unleſs they 
© ſhall repent them of their Crime, make 
© proof of their Reformation, renounce 
their Buſineſs, and retrieve the Scandal 
$ they have given, by ſuch publick Satis- 
© faftion as we ſhall think proper to in- 
© oyn them. Made and Decreed at Arras 
© the fourth day of December 1695. 


(7uy Bilhop of Arras. &c. 
I 
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T ſhall now in the Third 
Place, pive a ſhort account of the Senſe 
of the Primitive Church concerning the 
Stage: And firſt I ſhall inſtance in her 
Councils, 
Am. 30;, The Council of 1/liberis, or Collioare in 
Car. 67. Spain, decrees, 
©That it ſhall not be lawful for any 
© Woman who 1seither in full Communion 
* or a probationer tor Baptiſm, to Marry, 
© or Entertain any Comeatans or Attors;who- 
© ever takes this Liberty ſhall be Excom- 


© municated. 
Arn. 414. The Firſt Council of Arles, runs thus, 
Can. 5. Concerning Players, * we have thought 


*fit to Excommunicate them as long as they 
© continue to Act. 

The Second Council of Arles made their 
2oth Canon to the ſame purpoſe, and al- 
moſt in the ſame words. 

Arn. 357- The Third Council of Carthage,of which 
fan. 1'- St. Auguſtine was a Member, ordains, 

©'T hat the Sons of Biſhops, or other 

* Clergy-men ſhould not be permitted to 

+ Serult- © furnith out Publick Shews, or Plays * or 

11a jp-243- © be preſent at them : Such ſort of Pagan 

pu ty Entertatumeuts being forbidden all the 

compre» * Laiety. Tt being always unlawful forall 

b-nir15e © Chriſtians to come amongſt Blaſphe- 


Sg One's 
This 


Ann. 453. 
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This laſt branch ſhews the Canon was 
Principally levell'd againſt the P/ay- Houſe: 
And the reaſon of the Prohibition, holds 
every jot as ſtrong againſt the Exgliſh, as 
againſt the Roman Stage, : 
By the 35th Canon of this Council *tis 
decreed, 
© That Adors or others belonging to the 
. © Stage, who are either Converts, or Peni- 
© zents upon a Relapſe, ſhall not be denied 
© Admiſſion into the Church. This is far- 
ther proof, that Players as long as they 
kept to their Employment were bar'd 
Communion. 
Another African Council declares, 
©That the Teſtimony of People of 11] 4m- 424. 
© Reputation, of Players, and others of ſuch ©"* 9 
*{candalous Employments, ſhall not be ad- 
© mitted againſt any Perſon. 
The Second Council of Chaalon ſets Comcit. 
forth, Am. 6 
©'That Clergy men ought to abſtain cn. 5. © 
*from all over-engaging Entertainments 
*1n Muſick or Show., ( ocalorum auriumque 
illecebris,) And as tor the ſmutty, and Li- 
© centious Infolence of Players, and Buf, 
* foons, let them not only decline the Hear- 
* ing it themſelves, but likewiſe conclude 
* the Laity oblig*d to the ſame ConduRt. 
I could cite many more Authorities of 
this Kind, but being conſcious of the Nice- 
neſs 


252 


Eibr. 3. 
a4 Auicl, 


* Src} 2- 
cala. 


The Opinion of the Church 
neſs of the Ape, I ſhall forbear, and pro- 
ceed to the Teltimony of the Fathers. 


To begin with Theophilus Biſhop of An- 
tioch, who lived in the Second Century. 

* Tis not lawful ( fays he ) for us to be 
© preſent at the Prizes of your Gladiators, 
fleaſt by this means we ſhould be Acceſſa- 


© ie: to the Murthers there committed. . 


* Neither dare we preſume upon the Liber- 
* ty of your other Shews * leaſt our Sen- 
*ſes ſhould be tinQur'd, ond diſoblig'd, 
* with Indecency, and Profaneneſs. 'The 
© Tragical Diſtrattions of Tereas and Thy- 
©eſtes, are Nonſenſe to us. We are for 
<{ecing no Repreſentations of Lewdnels. 
©'The Stage-Adulteries of the Goas, and 
* Hero's, are unwarrantable Entertain- 
© ments: And ſo much the worle, be- 
*cauſe the Mercenary Players ſet them off 
*with all the Charms and Advantages of 
* Speaking. God forbid that Chriſtians 
*who are remarkable for Modeſty, and 
©Reſervednels ; who are obliged to Diſct- 
© pline. and train'd up in Virtue, God for- 
* bid I fay, that we ſhould diſhonour our 
© Thoughts, much leſs our Practiſe. with 
* ſuch Wickednefs as This ! 

Tertullian who liv'd at the latter end 
of this Century is copious upon this 
ſubject ; I ſhall tranſlate bur ſome Part of 

it 
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293 


it. In his Apologetick,He thus addreſſes Ch. 38. 


the Heathens. 

© We keep off from your publick Shews, 
© becauſe we can't underſtand ths War- 
© rant of their Original. There's Super- 
© ſtition and Idolatry in the Caſe: And 
© we diſlike the Entertainment becauſe we 
© diſlike rhe reaſon of its Inſtitution. Be- 
* ſides, We have nothing to do with-the 
*Frenſies of the Race Grouxd, the Lewd- 
* neſs of the Play Houſe, or the Barbari- 
© ties of the Bear Garden. The Epicareans 
© had 'the Liberty to ſtate the Notion, 
©and determine the Object of Pleaſure. 
*Why can't we have the ſame Privilege ? 
© what Offence is it then if we differ from 
*you in the Idea of Satisfaction? If we 
* won't underſtand to brighten our Hu- 
*mour, and live pleaſantly, where's the 
© harm? If any body has the worſt on'r, 
tis only our ſelves. 

His Book de Spettaculis was wrote on 
purpoſe to diſwade the Chriſtians, from the 
. publick Diverſions of the Heathens, of 
which the Play-Houſe was one. In his 
firſt Chapter He gives them to under- 
ſtand, ©* That the Tenour of their Faith, 
© the Reaſon of Principle, and the Order 
* of Diſcipline, had barr'd them the Enter- 
© rainments of the Town. And therefore 
© He exhorts them to refreſh their Me- 

© mories, 
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Chap. 3. 


© mories, to run. .up to their Baptiſm, 
© and rccolle@ their firſt Engagements; 
© For without care, Pleature is a ftrange 
© bewitShing Thing. When ic gets the 
* Aſcendant, *twill keep on Ignorance for 
© an Excuſe of Liberty, make a man's Con= 
© {ſcience wink, and ſuborn his Reaſon a- 
« painſt himſelf. | 
+ © But as he. goes on, ſome peoples Faith 
<1s either too tull of Scruples, or too bar- 
© ren of Senſe. Nothing will ſerve toſer- 
<tle them but a plain "Text of Scripture, 
© They hover in uncertainty . becauſe ?tis 
*not ſaid as expreſly thou ſhalt not go 
© to the Play-Houſe, as *tis thou ſhalt nor 
© Kill. But this looks more hke Fencing 
*than Argument. For we have the Mea- 
©ning of the prohibition tho? not the ſound, 
<in the firſt Pſalm.  Bl:ſſed is the Man 
that walks not in the Council of the Ungodly, 
nor ftands in the way of Sinners, nor bes in 
the Seat of the Scornful. 

*'The Cexſors whoſe buſineſs *twas to 
*take-care of —_ and Manners, 
©look'd on theſe Play-Hoxſes as no other 
© than Batreries upon Virtue and Sobriety, 
*and for this reaſon often pullPd> them 
©down before they were well built. fo 
* that here we can argue from the Pre- 
© cedents of meer ature, and plead the 
* Heathens againſt themſelves. Upon this 


View 
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*view Pompey the Great, when he built 
* his Dramatick Bawdy-Houſe, clapp'd a 
* Chappel a Top on't. He would not let it 
* go under the Name of a Play-Houfe, but 
*conven'd the people to a Solemn Dedi- 
*cation, and called-it Yenzs's Temple ; Gi- 
*ving them to underſtand at the ſame 
* time that there were Bezches under it for 
© Diverſion. He was afraid if he had nor 
* gone this way to work, The Cenſors 
* might afterwards have razed the Monu- 
© ment, and branded his Memory.. Thus a 
* Scandalous pile of Building was pro- 
*tefted : The Temple, cover'd the Play- 
* Houſe, and Diſcipline was baffled by 
* Superſtition. But the Defign is notably 
© ſuited to the Patronage of Bacchus * and = Play- 
©Yenus, Theſe two Confederate Devils n.3;.1.+ 
* of Luft and Intemperance, do well toge- i Bacchus, 
©*ther. The very FunGtions of the Players 
© reſemble their Protefors, and are in- 

* ſtances of Service and Acknowledgment. 
©'Their Motion 1s effeminate, and their 
*Geſtures vitious and Significant : And 

*thus they worſhip the Luxury of one 

* I4olt, and the Lewdneſs of the other. 1, þ,. 

* And granting the Regards of Quality, 5. 
*tne Advantages of Age, or Temper, 
* may fortifie ſome People; granting Mo- 
*deſty fecur'd, and the Diverſion as it 
*were refin'd by this Means: Yet a —_ 
* mu 
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© muſt not expett to ſtand by perfealy un: 
* moved, and impregnable. No body can 


© be pleas'd without Senfible Impreſſions: 


© Nor*can {ſuch Perceptions be received 
*without a Train of Paſſions attendi 

© them. Theſe Conſequences will be ſure 
© to work back upon _ —_— ſolicite 
*the Fancy, and heighten the Original 
« Pleaſure. But if a Man pretends to be a 


@ © Stoick at Plays, he falls under another 


* Imputation; For where there is no Im- 
© preſſion, there can be no Pleaſure: And 
© then the Spedtator is very much Im- 
© pertinent, in going where he gets no- 
* thing for his Pains. And if this were 
*all ; I ſuppoſe Chriſtians have ſomething 


Bid. cap, © elſe to do than to ramble about to no pur- 


22, 


* poſe. 
© Even thoſe very Magiſtrates who abet 


*the Stage, diſcountenance the Players, 
©'They Ciomatize their Charadter, and 
* cramp their Freedoms. The whole 
©'Tribe of them 1s thrown out of all Ho- 
*nour and Privilege. They are neither 


© {uffer'd to be Lords, nor Gentlemen: - 


*Tocome within the Sexaze, or harangue 
© the People, or ſo much as to be Members 
© of a Common-Council, Now what Caprice 
© and Inconſiſtency is this ! Tolove what 
© we puniſh, and leſſen thoſe whom we ad- 
* mire! To cry up the Myſtery, and | 

*{ure 


— 


T "SS = wi" TY Fs, 
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2 fare the praQtiſe ; - For a: Mar to. be as it 
6 were eclips'd upon the'feore of Merit is 
© certainly /ant odd fort of Juſtice ! True. 
«But. the Inference' lies ſtronger another 
* way:”' What a Confeſſion then is this of 
an Il Buſineſs; when the very Excelleri- 
<cy of it is. not without Infarny ? 
, «t _ _ ed rudence-has 

t fit to degrade the Szage, \not- 
cwittfiandin the 'Divertin neſs of it. jd. cp 
*Since' Pleat camt 'make them an Inte- - 
© re/+ Here, nor ſhelter theny from Cenſure. 

* How will They be able'to ſtand the ſhock 
© of Divine- Juſtice, and what Reckonim 

'© have they Reafor to expect Hereafter ? 

«ſuch Feople ſhould fall-under Poſſe 

-* zuch f all- under P n. 

* God knows'we have had a fad Example 

* of this already. A certain/Woman wetit 1534. cap. 

'*to the Play-Houſe and brought the'Devil 35: 

Home with Her. "And when the 'Un- 

tclean Spirit was preſg'd in the _—_ 

** 5nd ask'd how he durſt attack a Chriſti 

'*an, I have done nothing (fays he Y'but 


© * what I can juſtify. For I feiz'd: her up- 


* on my 'own Ground. ''Indeed, how ma- 
< ny Inſtances have we've others who have 
fapoſtatiz'd from God, by this Correfport- 
, Lance with'the Devil? What Communion 
has Light with — ? No Man can ſerve 

two 
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two. Maſters, nor. have Late and Death in 
© him at the ſame time. - ' 

Teid, *Will you ;not then avoid this Scat of 

<a: 27- < Infeftion ? The very Air ſuffers by their 
* Impurities ; And ahe: ho hepa Pronounce 
x ay wry W hat 

may be in ſome m 


-*tye too, 
1 5,” Lis not JS 
#* * unpalatable, nox-mgkeup ne wath 
*Rhubarb...and-Sena. Noc./T'o have the [cp 
-* Miſchief ſpeed, hey muſt [oblige the |, 
Senſe, 'and make, the Dole geokzor Thus 
* the; Devil throws un a Cordial Drop [c5,, 
to wake the Drought , £2. .down ; And 
. © ſteals | ſome; few Ingred) os, 900m The the 
; penny of, Heaven. In In ſhort, look 
© upon. all vhe.engaging Sentences 90M the 
h —_ Theie, fights of Fortitude, and | 
* Phyofophy,,,.che Loftinels of, their Stile, 6x7. 
«the Muſick of the Cadence, and 'the fg 
pow ok nhaLondutt, Look. vpon lp 
only ay as mon FOR Fom Þ&n.; 
*.the Bowels pf.a; Toad, or ___ of a 
F Spider; Ler, your Health, qyer:rule your þy 
*P - = ox don't. die of A lirle Li- 
: Il j 
bike = earneſt Criſtian, our-time for En- 
« tertainment 4s not yet: you: are'to0 Cra- ft 
* viogand ill managedit youare ſo violent "a 
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* for. \-And Jet me! tell you, ino 
«wiſer than you fhould be; if you count 
*ſuoh Things SatisfaCtion. Some Philoſo- 
tphers. placed: _ Hap _ * bare 
of moqulity, els of 'T hought, agd 
Abſence of Pain, was all they: aim'd ar. 
«Bur this it ſeems won't Satisfie Thee : 
{Than lieft: ſighing, and hankering after 
* the Play-Houſe. Prethee recolled thy ſelf: 
Thou knoweſt Death to be our 
{Pleaſure ; And therefore I hope Life may 
the alittle without it. + -Are not'our De- 
_— the ſame with : the Apoſtles, To be 
D:ffolo'd and to:be with Chreſt. Let us at 
'mpi $0 our' pretentions, and-let Plezure 
{be'true to Inclination. 


——, —/ dons anto/ preſent P eſfon, 
_ caſt | the: Cauſe upon that Iſſue: 
*Now- were you'hot ugreafondble, you 
would perceive the Liberalities' of Provix 
dence; and find your felf almoſt in the 
'mic\'ſt nh -_ at 
mote tranſporting than the' Friendſhip of 
Heaven, and theDidcovery of: Tiuth thad 
the Senſe of our Miſtake and the Pars 
_* Fdon of our Sins? What greater Pleaſure 
-MN- Fran there be, than to ſcorn being Plear*d ? 
14" FTo contemn tlhe-World? And to be a 
en Jtave to Nothing? Tis a mighty fatis- 
X ation I take it,to haveaclear Conſcience; 

—_ - To 
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< To make'Life no Burthen, nor Death 
*any Terror! To trample upon the 
* Pagan Deities; 'To batter Principali- 
© ties and Powers, and force the Devils to 
+ By Exr,* Reſign | * Theſe are the Delights, theſe 
ciſms. S*are the noble Entertainments of Chriſti- 
*ans: And beſides the advantage of the 
© Quality, they are always at hand, and 
* coſt us nothing. 
Lib. 3; Clemens Alexandrinus affirms * That the 
- — * Circus and. Theatre may not improperly 
"np ix, * be call'd- the Chair of Peſtilence,———— 
© Away then with theſe Lewd, Ungodly 
« Diverſions, and which are but Impert: 
*nence at/the Beſt. What/part of Impw- 
* dence either in words or praCtiſe, is omit: 
© ted by' the Stage? Don't: the  Buffoons 
« take almoſt all manner :of Liberties,':and 
© plunge through Thick and Thin, to make 
« ajeſt? Now thoſe whoare affected with 
© a vitious fatisfaQtion; will be haunted with 
£ the Idea, and ſpread the InfeCtion. But 
© if a man-is not entertain'd to what pur- 
* poſe ſhould he go Thither ? Why ſhould 
© he be fond where he finds not S, and 
«court that which ſleeps. upon the Senſe? 
£ If *tis ſaid theſe Diverſions are taken c 
© Iy to.unbend the Mind, :and refreſh N 
<ture a little. *To this I anſwer, - That 
© the ſpaces between Buſineſs ſhould os 


- © Concerning the- Stage. 26: 
*be fil'd up with ſuch Rubbiſh. A wiſe 
*man has a Guard upon his Recreations, 
* and always prefers, the Profitable to the 
(Pleaſant. 

Minutias Felix delivers his Senie in ,,. .c-. 
theſe Words : 

*As for us, who rate our Degree by 
four Virtue, and value our ſelves more 
*upon our Lives, than our Fortunes ; we 
decline your Pompous Shews,and pub- 
Flick Entertainments. And good Reaſon 
© we have for our Averſion. 'Theſe Things 
© have their Riſe from Idols, and are t 
©Train of a falſe Religion. 'The Plea- 
« ſure is ill Deſcended, and likewiſe Viti- 
« ous and enſnaring. For who can do leſs 
« than abominate, the Clamorous Difor- 
«ders of the Race-Ground, and the pro- 
« fefſion of Murther at the Prize. And 
« for the Stage, there you have ' more 
« Lewdnelſs, tho? not a jot leſs of Diitrac- 
« tion. Sometimes your Mizmicks, are ſo 
« Scandalous and Expreſling,that *tis almoſt 
« hard to diſtinguiſh between the Fatt and 
« the Repreſentation. Sometimes a Lulci- 
c ous Ator ſhall whine you into Love, 
« and give the Diſcaſe that he Counterfeits. 

St. Cyprian or the Author de Spettaculs, 

- will furniſh us _ 6 

Here this Father ar inſt thoſe 

who thought the Ploy-Hoaj = unlawful 
S 3 Diverſion 
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Diverſion, becauſe *ewas not - Condemn'd 
by, expreſs Scripture. © Let meer Modeſty 
* (ſays he) ſupply the Holy Text; And 
©let Nature \ govern where Revelation 
* does nat reach.. Some [Things are too 
* black to lie upon Paper, and are more 
© ftrongly forbidden, becanſe unmention'd. 
*'The Divine -Wiſdom muſt have had a 
© low Opinion of Chrsſt5xs, had it deſcen- 
* ded to particulars un this. Caſe. Silence 
* 1s ſometimes the. beſt Method for Autho- 
*rity. To forbid often puts People in 
* mind of what they ſhould not do ; And 
* thus the force of the Precept is loſt by 
© naming the Crime. Beſides, what need 
* we any farther Inftrution ? Diſcipline 
* and general Reſtraint makes up the 
* Meaning of the Law ; and common Rea- 
* fon will tell you what the Scripture has 
© left unſaid. T wand have every one 
* examine his own. ghts, and inquire 
© at home into the Ds of his Profeſ- 
*fion. This is a good way to ſecure 
© him from Indecency. For thoſe Rules 
*which a Man has work'd out for him- 
* {elf, he commonly makes moſt: uſe of, — 
And atter having deſcrib'd the infamous 
Diverſions of the Play-Houfe ; He expoſtu- 
lates in this Manner. tt; 

 *What buſineſs has a Chriſtian at ſuch 
* Places as theſe ? A Chriſtian who has -— 


—_— 


a 6 6 &@ 2 D  & 0 0.0 ©. © 


es cc TW ww ww - LA bd 


© (elf with Lewd Re 


- Converning the Stage, 
© the Liberty, ſo much! as to think of an 
£11 Thing. Why —_ entertain. hum- 
Nor earn yh Has 
©he a mind to diſcharge his. Modeſty, 
© and be: fleftvd for the Pratiſe? Yes. this 
(is the- By uſing to ſee theſe 
©'Things, / A;/ to, do them, —— 
© Whas need I mention the Levities, and 
c Inence in Comedzes, or the ranti 
«* DiltraQtions - of Tragedy? Were. th 
© Things unconcern'd with Idolatry, Chri- 
©ftians- ought not to. be at them. Þ For 
© were they not highly Crimunal, the Fool. 
ery of them is egregious,, and unbecom- 
© ing the Gravity of Believers. —— 
* As I have often ſaid theſe Foppiſh, 
© theſes pernicious Diverſions, muſt be a- 
* voided. We muſt ſet a guard upon 
© our Senſes, and keep the Sentinel always 
© upon. Duty. To make Vice familiar to 
© the Ear, is the way to recomend it. 
* And ſince the miad of Man has a Natu- 
© ral Bent to Extravagance;; how is jt 
© likely to hold out under Example, and 
© Invitation? If you puſh that which tot- 
© ters already, whether will it tumble ? 
©1In cargeft, we muſt draw off our Incli- 
© nations from theſe Vanities. A Chriſtian 
© has much better Szhts than theſe to 


* look at, - He has ſalid-Satisfactions in his, 
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« Power, which will pleaſe and improve 
© him at the ſame time. | | 

«Would a Chriſtian be agrecably- Re- 
* freſh'd? Let him read the Scriprares : 
© Here the Entertainment. will ſuit his 
* Character, and be big enough for his Qua- 


<lity.-—— Beloved, how noble, how mo- ' 
* ving, how profitable a pleaſure is it to 


© be thus employed ? 'To have our Expec- 
© tations always in'proſpet,andto be intent 
* bn the Glories of Heaven? _ | 
He has a great deal more upon -this Sub- 
je in his Epiſtles 'to Donatus and Eucra- 
tins, which are undoubtedly p_—_ 'Fhe 
later being ſomewhat remarkable, I ſhall 
Tranſlate part of it -for the Reader. 

- * Dear Brother, 'your uſual Kindneſs, 
* together with/ your deſire -of relieving 
* your own Modeſty and mine, has put 
*you upon asking my Thoughts concer- 
© ning 2certain Player in your Neighbours 
hood ; Whether ſuch a -Perſon ought to 


 *be allow'd the Privilege of Communion. 


©'Fhis Man it ſeems continues in his Scan- 
*dalous Profefon, 'and keeps a Nurſery 
* under him, He'Teaches that which *twas 
© Crime in him to Learn, ſets up for a 
©Maſter of Debauch, and Propagates the 
*kewd Myſtery. 'The cafe ſtanding thus, 
ris my Opinion that the Admiſhon of 
* fiicha Member would be a Breach of the 

| 2”. 4 - _—_— 


Concerning the Stage, 

« Diſcipline of the Goſpel, and a Preſump- 

{tion upon the Divine Majeſty : Neither 

© do I think it fit the Honour of the Church 

& ſhould ſuffer by ſo Infamous a Correſ- 
©pondence. 

Lafantics's Teſtimony ſhall come next. 


This Author in his Divine Inſtitutions, Lis. 6, 
which he Dedicates to Conſtantine the ©: * 


Great, cautions the Chriſtians againſt the 
Play-Houſe, from the Diſorder, and danger 
of thoſe places. . For as he obſerves. 
_ © © The debauching of Virgins, and the 
* Amours of Strumpets, are the Subje&t 
of Comedy, And here the Rule is, the 
©more Rhetorick the more Miſchief, and 
the beſt Poets ate the worſt Common- 
*Wealths-men. For the Harmony and 
Ornament of the Compoſition ſerves 
* only to recommend the Argument, to 
* fortifie the Charm, and engage the Me- 
©mory. At laſt he concludes with this 
advice. 

© Let us avoid therefore theſe Diverſions 
© leaſt ſomewhat of the Malignity ſhould 
© ſeize us. Our Minds ſhould be quiet 
and Compos'd, and not over-run with 
© Amuſements. Beſides, a Habit of Plea- 


© ſure is an enſnaring Circumſtance. Tis nia, cp, 


© apt to make us forget God, and grow cool 21- 
{ in the Offices of Virtue. 


© Should 
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* Should a Man have a Stage at Home, 
* would not his Reputation ſuffer extream- 
© ly,,and all people count him a- notorious 
© Libertine.? moſt undoubtedly. Now the 
© Place does not alter the Property. The 
* Practiſe at the Pla-Houſe 1s the fame 
© thing, only there he has more Compa- 
* ny to keep him in Countenance. 

*A well work'd Poem is a powerful 
© piece of Impoſture: It maſters the Fan- 
eG and hurries it no body knows wh+- 
© ther,——If therefore we would be go- 
© vern'd by Reaſon let us ſtand. off from 
* the Teraptation, ſuch Pleaſures can have 
©no good Meaning, .Like delicious Mor- 
* {els they ſubdue the Palate, and flatter 
© us only to cut our Throats, Let us pre- 
© fer Reality to Appearance, Service, to 
© Show; and Eternity to time. 

< As God makes Virtue the Condition 
© of Glory, and trains men up to Hap- 
© pineſs by Hardſhip and Induſtry. 
© So the DeviPs road to Deſtruction lies 
© through Senſuakty and Epicuriſm. And 
*as pretended Evils lead us on to un- 
* counterteited Bliſs; So Viſtonary Satts- 
© fa&tions are the cauſes of Real Miſery. 
© In ſhort, Theſe Ioviring Things are all 
© ftratagem.. Let vs, take care the foft- 
*neſs and Impartunity of the Pleaſure 
© does not ſurpriſe us, nor the Bait bring 

us 
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©vs within the ſnare. The Senſes are 
*more than Out-Works, and ſhould be 
© defended accordingly. | 

I ſhall paſs over St. Ambroſe, and po Is Iſs. 

on to St. Chriſoſtome. This Father is,copi- "'9- 
ous upon the SubjeR, I could tranſlate 
ſome Sheets from him were it neceſſary, 
But, length being not my Buſineſs, a few 
Lines ay ſerve to diſcover his Opinion. 
0 


His 15 Homily ad Populum Antiochenam, 
runs thus. 
* Moſt People fancy the Unlawfulne 


* of going to Pls is not clear. But by thei 
*favour, a world of Diſorders are 
© Conſequences of ſuch a Liberty. For 
* frequenting the Play-Houſe has brought 
*Whoring and Ribaldry into Vogue, /and 
* finiſh'd all the parts of Debau 's 

Afterwards he ſeems to make the ſup- 
poſition better than the Fa#, and ar- 
gues upon a feign'd Caſe. 

* Let usnot only avoid downright Sin- 
* ning, but the Tendencies to it. Some In- 
* different Things are fatal in the Conſe- 
© quence, and ſtrike us at the Rebougd. 
© Now who would chuſe his ſtanding with- 
©in an Inch of a Fall ; or ſwim upon the 
© Verge ofa Whirlpool ?He that walksupon 
© a.Precipice, ſhakes tho* he does not tum- 
© ble. And commonly his Concern brings 
*hima to the Bottom. The Caſe "= 
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© the ſame in. reference to Conſcience and 
* Morality, He that won't keep his Di- 
© ftance from the Gulph, is oftentimes 
*fuck'd in by the Eddy ; and the laſt 
© overſight is enough to undo Him. 

In his 37 Homily upon the Eleventh 
Chapter of St. Mathew, he declaims more 
at large againſt the Stage. 


* Smutty Songs (ſays he) are much- 


© more aborttinable then Stench and Or- 
* dure. And which is moſt to be lamen- 
* ted, you are not at all uneafy at ſuch 
* Licentiouſneſs, You Laugh when you 
* ſhould Frown; and Commend what 
© you ought to abhor. —-Heark you, you 
.*can keep the Language of your own 
«Houſe in order : If your Servants or 
*your Childrens Tongues run Riot, they 
*preſently ſmart for't. And yet at the 
* Play-Hoaſe you are quite another Thing. 
©Theſe little Buffoons have a ftrange A 
*cendant. A luſcious Sentence is huge- 
©ly welcome from their Mouth : And in- 
*ſtead of Cenſure, they have thanks and 
* encouragement for their ' Pains. Now 
ifa Man would be fo juſt as to won- 
© der at himſelf, here's Madneſs, and Con- 
© tradiction in Abundance. 
But T know you'l ſay what's this to 
*me, I neither fing nor pronounce, any 
© of this Lewd ſtuff ? Granting your _ 
what 


Concerning the Stage. 
* what do you get by*t? If you don't re- 
* peat theſe Scurrilities, you are very w1l- 
*ling to hear them, Now whether the 
© Ear, or the Tongue is miſ1 , comes 
© much to the ſame reckoning. - The diffe- 
* rence of the Organ, does not alter the 
+ Ation ſor mightily, as you may imagine, 
© But pray how do you prove you don't re- 
< peat 'them ? They may be your Dif- 
* courſe, or : the Entertainments of your 
<, Cloſet for ought we know to the con- 
*/trary. 'This- is certain;.-you hear them 
* with pleaſure in your: Face, and make 
*it your buſineſs to run-after thera : And 
*to my. Mind, theſe are ſtrong Arguments 
* of your Approbation. 
._ * I defiretoask you a'Queſtion. 'Sup- 
* poſe you hear any wretches Blaſpheme, 
*are you-inany Rapture: about it ?' And 
« doyour Geſtures appear airy, and oblig?d? 
* Far from it,” I doubt not but your b 
* grows chill, and your/-Ears are ſtopr as 
©the Prefumption. And'what's the Rea- 
*ſon of this Averſion in your Behaviour ? 
* Why *tis becauſe you don't uſe to Bla(- 
# pheme;-your ſelf. ' Pray clear your {lf 
« the fame way from. the Charge of 'Ob- 
*{cenity. Wee] then believe you don't 
* talk Smut, when we perceive you carg- 
* ful not. to hear it. Lewd Sonnets, and 
* Serenades are quite different from 00 
© Pro- 
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*Preſcripton of Virtue. . 'This is ſtrange 
* Nouriſhment for a Chriſtian 'to take in 
© don't wonder ' you: ſhould. loſe your 
* Health, when. you feed-thus ' Foul. . | It 
© may be Chaftity is no fſuchealy 'Task'! 
Innocence moves upon an Aſcent, at leaft 
« for ſome time.: , Now ator are 'al- 
* ways Laughing can never-tifain up Hill. 
<If te beſt propratons 'Care will juſt 
| what become-of thoſe that are 
© diffolv*d-in Pleaſure, and he uader the In- 
UKruttions of Debauchevy !———Have yon 
*not heard how that St. Paulexhorts us to 
< rejozce #n the Lord? Helaid' in the Lord; 
*not/mm the Devil. But: ahas'what 1ei- 
ſure have you to:'mind St Ram? How 
<fhould you: be :{enfible of your Faults, 
*xwhen your Head 4s always keept Hot, 
©and as it were intoxicated. with Bofe 
<fooning ?——— He gors 'on,and laſhes 
the' Impudence-ofthe Stage. with a great 
dcal of Satir: and'\Severity ;jand- at laſt 
this ObjeAtion. 21171 cmiutu tt 14 
«You'l fay,E can give you many Inftan- 
© ces where the. ':P/ay-Honſe has dont / no 
Harm. Don't miltake. [Throwing -/a+ 
<wayof Time andill example, bas a great 
©deal of Harm' in't; and thus far you are 
< guilty at the-beft. 'For granting. your 
own. Virtove mpenetrable, | and: out: of 
Reach, Granting the ProteQion of your 
Temper has brought you off unhurt, 
are 


«A495 


*are all People rhus' Fortified'!, :By no 
* means. However,. 'many @ weak ; Beo- 
* ther | has ventur'd after you,” and mif- 
* carried your , Precedent, , And: fince 
*you others: thus Faulty; how can 
< you be 1mocent your ſelf ? 'All the Peo- 
* pleundone_ There, will lay their Ryjineat 
* your Door. \ The Company, ave all Ack 
*ceffary to the Miſchief of the Phacs. For 
© were there no Aadiexce, we ſhould have 
<.n0 Ating. And vareſure ry 
©oyn 49 \ the Crime, will ne'er; be, par- 
Yrs Puniſhment. Granting our 
(Madedly: has ſecur'd,you, which, by the 
' © way 1 believe nothing, of ; yet fiace ma+- 
* ny have been. debanch'd by the Py 
F , you mult expect a ſevere. Recko» 
*ning for giviag. them Encouragement. 
© Tho) after all, as Virtuous as you are, 
* I; doubt, nat, you wou'd have been m 
© Better, had you; kept away. +1 / 
.{In;fine, Let us not diſputs;ts..no. pur- 
* poſe; The practiſe won't bear a Dgfence ! 


| ©* Where, the Cauſe is nought tis 'wn yam 


* to.xack our Reaſon, and ftraig for Pre- 
* tences... The » beft (excuſe for. what is 
« paſt, is. to ſtand clear from the\danger, 
and do 10 no more. Yi tieder 
One citation - more from St. - ſlow, 
and I take Leave, in the Preface of his 


Commentary upon St.Johz's Goſpel ſpeak- 


ing of, Plays and other Publick Shews, he 
- theſe words. « But 
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< Bat what need Thranch out the Lewd- 
+ neſs of thoſe SpedZacler, and be -particu- 
© far in Defcription ? For what's there to 
© be met with but Lewd Laughing, but 
«Smut, Railing, and Buffoonry? In a 
*word. *Tis all Scandat' and, Confuſion. 
* Obſerve - me, I ſpeak 'to you all ;' Let 
5 none who partake of this Hoh-Table 
« unqualific themſelves with ſuch Mortal 
© Diverſions. | 2 9% 

St. Hierom on the 1/f. Verſe, '32 Pſal. 
makes this Expoſition upon the Texr. - © 
 *Someare delighted: with the- Satisfac- 
© tions of this World, fone with the Circus, 
<and ſome with the Theatre : © But” the 
£ Pſalmiſt commands 'every Man to 
© delight himſelf in the Lord, ——For as 
© Iſaiah ſpeaks. Woe'to them that put bitter 
© for ſweet, ' and ſweet for bitter, And 'iri 

BH. 9. 12. his Epiſtles he cautions the Ladies againſt 
75:97 having any thing 'to' do'with the "Play. 
Lib, Hosſe againſt Lewd' Songs, and TI 'Con- 
c. 7. verſation, * Becauſe 'they ſet ill Humours 
at work, Careſs 'the Fancy, and'-make 
pleaſure a' Conveyarice for DeſtruQhort;' 
In'the 6th. Book'of 'his Commentary on 
Ezechiel-he lets us-- underſtand ;*1* Phat 
* when we depart outof Fgypt we miſt 
© refine 'our - Inclinations,” and change' our 
© Delights into Averfion. And after ſome 
- © other inſtances. (He tells us we*'muſt 


Chap: 20, 


. 
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decline the' Theatres, and all other dan” 
<gcrous Diverſions, which ſtain the Inno-/ 
*cence of the Soul, and ſlip into the Wat 
© through the Senſes. No 2M 

St. Auguſtine ig his 5th. Epiſtle to Mar- 
celinus will afford us ſomething upon the 
ſame Argument. 

©'The proſperity of Sinners is their grea- 
© teſt Unhippines . If one may fay fo, 
* They are moſt Puniſh'd when they are 
© overlook*d. - By this means their bad 
*'Temper is encourag?'d, and they are more 
tinclin'd to be falſe to themſelves; And, 
* we know an Enemy within, is more dan- 
*gerous than one without. But the per- 
* verſe Reaſonings of the Generality, make 
© different Concluſions. They fancy the 
*World goes wonderfully well when 
© People make a Figure. When a Man 
*isa trince in his Fortune, but a Begger 
*in his Virtue; Has a great many fine 
* Things about him, but not ſo much as 
* one good Quality to deſerve them. When 


*the Play-Houſes go up, and Religion go's 


*down. When Prodigality is admir'd; 
*and Charity laugh'd at. When the P/ 

Fers can revel with the Rich Man's —_ 
* And the Poor have ſcarſe enough to keep- 
*Life and Soul together.- h@ God 
* ſuffers theſe Things to flouriſh, we may 
* be ſure he is moſt Angry.. Preſent Im- 
* punity, is the _—_ Revenge. Bur 


When 
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© when he ciits off the Supplies of Lux: 
<ury, and diſables the Powers of Extra- 
© yagance, then as one mayſay, he is mer- 
© va 
-- Tn his xft. Book de conſenſu Evangeli- 
ftarum, He anſwers an | objection of the 
Khathens, and comes up to the Caſe in 
Hand. 
<'Their Complaint as if the Times 
*were leſs happy ſince the Appearance of 
© Chriſtianity is very unreaſonable. Let 
© them read their own Philoſophers : There 
*they?l find thoſe very Things cenſured, 
© which they now are ſo uneaſy to part 
*with; This Remark muſt ſhut up their 
© Mouths, and convince them of the Excel- 
flency of our Religion. For pray what Sa- 
©tisfactions have they loſt ? None that I 
© know of, excepting ſome Licentious ones, 
* which they abuſed to the Diſhonour of 
«their Creatour. But it may be the Times 
tare bad becauſe the Theatres are Tum- 
© bling almoſt every where. The Thea- 
* zers, thole Cages of Uncleaneſs, and pub- 
* lick Schools of Debauchery,——And 
© what's the Reaſon of - their running to 
©*Ruine? Why ?tis the Reformation of 
*the Age: *Tis becauſe thoſe Lewd Prac- 
© tiſes afe out of Faſhion, which firſt built 
© and kept them in Countenance, Their 
* own Tuly's Commendation of the Ator 
© Roſcius is remarkable. He was ſo much 
a 
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Concerningthe Stage. 
©a Maſter (ſays he) that: none but him- 
*{elf was wenkiiy to Tread the Stave. Arid 


" £on the other hand, ſo-good a Man, that 
_ © he was rhe moſt unfit Perſon of the: Gang 


© to come There. And'is /not thisa plain 


, * Confeſſion of the Lewdrieſs of the Play: 


© Houſe ; | And that the better a Man" was, 
© the more he was obliged to forbear it ? ' 
I could go on, much farther with Sr: 
Aguſtize, but I love. to be as brief as may 
be. I could likewiſe run through the 
ſucceeding Centuries, and colleQt Evidence 
all along.  ButT conceive the beſt Ages, 
and the biggeſt Authorities, may be ſuffici- 
ent: Andtheſe the Reader has had already. 
However, one Inſtance more from the 
Moderns may not be ainiſs. Didacas de 
Tapia an eminent Spaniard, ſhall cloſe the 


' Evidence, This Author in debating the 


Queſtion whether Players might be ad: 
mitted to the Sacrament, amongſt other 
things encounters an Objection, Some Peo- 
ple it ſeems pretended there was ſome good 
to be learn'd at the Play-Honſe. To theſe; 
he makes this reply. 
© Granting your Suppolition, ( ſays He) 
ur Inference is naught. Do People uſe 
*to ſend their Daughters to the Stews for 
© Diſcipline? And -yet it may be, they 
* might meet ſome there lamenting their 
© own Debauchery. No Man will breed 
© his Son upon the High-way, to barden his 
T 2 * Courags 


c 


275. 


276  .* The'Cdiiclulion; 
«Courage ; Neither will any one go on 
© board a 'Veſlel, to learn the Art of | 
© ſhifting in a Wreck the better. 'My con- |} 
6cluſion is, let-nobody go to the Infamous 
© Play- Houſe. A place of ſuch ſtaring Con- 

c ain to the Striftneſs and Sobriety - F 

©of Religion: - A place hated by God, and 

© haunted by the Devil. -Let no'maa I ſay 
nc1.. o. © learn to reliſh on Fon. that's {aid there ; 

5. <For *tis all but Poyſon handfomly pre- 

Þ. 546» . 

5 Thus I have preſented the Reader with 
a ſhort View of. the Senſe of Chriſtianity, 
This was the Opinion of the Church for 
the firſt 500 Years. And thus ſhe has 
Cenſured the Stage both. in Councils, 
and Single Authorities, And ſince the Sa- 
tir of the Fathers comes full upon the 
Modern Poets, their Caution mult be ap- 
plicable. The parity of the Caſe makes 
their Reaſons take place, and their Autho- 
rity revive upon us. If we are Chriſtians, 
the Canons of Conncils, and the Senſe of the 
Primitive Church mult have a weight. The 
very Time is a good argument of it ſelf, 
Then the Apoſtolical Traditions were ing, 
and undiſputed ; and the Church much Bet- 
ter agreed than ſhe has been ſince, Then, 
Diſcipline was in Force, and Virtue Flou- 
riſl'd, and People lived up to their Profeſ- 
fron. Andas for the Perſons, they are be- 
yond all exception. "Their S#at?on, their 

| Learning, 
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| Learning, and Sufficiency"was very Con- 


ſiderable; Their Piety-and Reſolution, ex- 


' traordinary. They ated /pgeneroufly, and 


wrote. freely,” and were always above the 
little Regards of Intereſt or Danger. 'To 
be ſhort; v" were, as we'may ſay the 
Worthies of Chriſtendom, the' Flower of 
Humane- Nature, and the Top of their Spe- 
cies. Nothing can- be better eſtabliſh'd 
than the of theſe: Fathers : Their 
Affirmation goes a great way- ina proof ; 
And we might argue upon the ſtrength of 
their Charatter. 

But ſuppoſing them contented to wave 
their Privilege, and diſpute upon the Le- 
vel. Granting this, the Stage would be 
undone by them. The Force of their Rea- 
ſoning, and the bare Tatrinſick- of the Ar. 
gument would be abundantly ſufficient ro 


carry the Cauſe. 


- But it may:be objefted, is" the Reſem- 


. blance exa&t berween Old Rome and:Lox- 


don, will the Paralel hold: out, and has the 
Exeliſh Stage any Thingfabad as the Dan- 
cing of the: Pantomimi ? I don't ſay that: 
'The Modern Geſtures tho” bold, and Lewd 
too ſometimes, are not altogether ſo ſcan- 
dalous as the Roman. Here! then we can 
make them ſome little Abatemeat. 


. .- Andtogo asfar in their Excuſe as we 


can, *tis, probable their Mzſick-may not be 
altogether ſo exceptionable as that of the 
| T 3 Ans 
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Antients., 1,don't ſay this part of the En» 
tertainment- is directly vitious, becauſe. I 
am not willing |to/-Cenſure at Uncertain- 
ties.) Thoſe who frequent; the Play-Houſe 
are the moſt -competent Judges : Bur this 
I muſti{ay,:the Performances' of this kind 
are:mwch. toofine for the Place. -:?T were 
to'be-wiſh'd that either the Plays were 
better, or the Ms/icki worles : Pm ſorry to 
ſee Art ſo meanlyr[Proftitated: Atheiſm 
ought; to have; nothing Charming in its 
Retinae. *Tis great Pity Debauchery ſhould 
have -_ Aſſiſtance * . fine-Hand, to 
whet the Appetate, and play at; down. 

.- Now range Plot ouſe Mvyfick not 
vicious in the Compoſition; yer: the deſign 
of it is to refreſh the [dea's: af: the At#:om, 
to keep T:me'with the Poem, and be true 
to the Subject. For. this Realonamong'o» 
thers the 7 «nes are generally Aifyand Gail 
lardizing : They are contriv/d-on purpoſe 
to..excitea ſportive Humour, and ſpread 4 
Gaity upon the Spirits. 'Tobaniſhall Gra- 
vity. and Scruple, and lay/Thinking and 
RefieQtion a ſleep. This ſort-of Muſick 
warms the Paſſions, and unlocksthe Fancy, 
and makes itopento Pleaturehke a Flower 
to the Sun.: It helps a Luſcious Sentence 
to {lide,. drowns the Diſcords: of _ Athei/mr, 
and keeps off the Averſions of Conſcience. 


It) throws''a Man off his Guard, makes 


way for an ill Impreſſion, and is moſt Come 
| modioully 


Ea ee #.m ar dof cd ai. p— wc ard wy 


Lhe Concluſion, 
modiouſly planted to do Mischief. A Lewd 
Play with good. Muſick is like *a Load- 

eel Arm'4d, it draws much ranger thag 


'Now ak ſhould it be in the powerof a 
zrcenary Hands to play People qut of 
eg,tO run away Yeu their Under; 
_ and. wind their ons about 
er mgers as they liſt? Muſick is al- 
maſt as Sons as Gunpowder; And. x 

y be re looking after no leſs tha 
may Preſs , the Mint: Tis poſſible 4 
Pn lation might not be -amiſs, 
by leſs a Philoſopher Plato ſeems to 
be of t this Opinion. He is clearly for keep- 
p the $0 \ Brave, and ſolemn _way of 
Plging,_ Þ lays a mighty ſtreſs upon 
ferrets! He does. not ftick to af- 
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Fat that, ro extend the Sciexce, and alter. 2* _—_ 


the A and _—_ -x Cook the Lews © 
repeald to.unſettle the Conſtitution. I 
peers He.. ima um that _ if the Power 

Sounds, the '' of Conſtitutions, 
and the ines iries 0 of Age, were well ſtu- 
died; If this were done, and ſome general 
Permiſſions formed upon the Enquiry, the 
Commonwealth might find their Account 
w't. 


' Tully does not car ry the Speculation thus > 


high: However, CS owns it has a. w 

in't, and ſhould not be overlook*d. He de- 

gies not but that when the Muſick is ſoft, 
T 4 EXqQui= 
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Maſitian. 


Ibid. 
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- _ _ FheConclufion, 
exquiſite; and airy, *tis dangerous and en- 
Ting He commends the Diſcipline of 
the antient Greeks, for fencing againſt this 
Inconvenience. . He tells us the, Lacedemo- 
»ians fixt the number of Strings for the 
Harp, by. expreſs Law. And afterwards 
ned Tapothews, * and feiz'd his Harp, 
for having One String above publick Al- 
towance. . Torerurn. If the Bol Stage 
is more reſerv'd than the Romar in the 
Caſe above mention'd : If they have 
advantage in their _ Muſick, 
they looſe it in their Vocal. , There Songs 
are often rampantly Lewd: and Irreligt- 
ous to a flaming Exceſs. Here you have 
the very Spirit and Eſſence of Vice drawn 
off ſtrong ſented, and thrown intoa little 


See Chap. Compaſs.” * Now the Antients as we have 


_ already were inoffenſive 'in this -re- 
ſpect. | 
To. go on. As to Rankneſs of Lan- 
guage we have feen how deeply the Mo- 


derns ſtand charged upon the Compariſon. 


And as for their Carefling of Libertines, 
their ridiculing of Virtne, "their horrible 
Profaneneſs, and, Blaſphemies, there's no+ 
thing it Antiquity can reach them. 

ow were the Stage in a Conditior 


ta wipe off any oftheſe Imputations, which 


They are nor, there are two Things be- 
hind; which would ſtick upon them, and 
have an ill Effet upon the. Audience. 


Y 


2 
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Lhe'Conclufion, 

The firſt is their dilating ſo: much upon 
the Argument of Love. 

This Subjet&t is generally treated Home, 
and'in* the moſt tender and paſſionate 
manner imaginable. *Tis often the 
_ verning 'Concern : The Incidents 

way, and the Plot turns upon't. As mat- 
ters go, the Company expeft' it: And 
it may be 'the 'Poers can neither Write, 
nor' Live kv ane'ag Sr This is a Nr 
way enough of ſt upon the Bl 
Side, and Pra w. 
of humane Nature. People love to ſee 
their Paſſions painted no leſs than their 
Perſons: And like Narciſſus are apt to dote 
on their own Image. - This Bent of felt 
Admiration ' recommends the 'Buſineſs of 
Amours and engages the Inclination. And 
which is more, theſe Love-repreſenta- 
tions oftentimes call up the Spirits, and 
ſer them on' work. "The Play is acted 
over again in the Scexe of Fancy, and the 
firſt Imitation becomes a Model, Love has 
peerally a PartyWithin ; And when the 
ax/ is prepared, the Impreſſion is eaſily 
made. 'T hus the Difeaſe of the Stage grows 
_—_— It throws its own Amours a- 
mong -the Company, and forms theſe 
Paſſions when it does not find them. And 
when they are born before, they thrive 
extreamly in this Nurſery, Here they ſel- 
dom fail either of Growth, or —_ 
x They 


Qifing upon the Weakneſs 
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The Concluſion, 


They grow ſtrong, and they. grow Char- 
ming, too. This 1s the; beſt Place to reco- 
ver a Languiſhing Amour, to, rowſe it 
from Sleep, and retrive it from Indiffe- 
rence. And thus;Defire becomes Abſolute, 
and -- forces' the! Oppolitions,, of Decency 
and Shame, © And 1t the Misfortune does 
not Mos. 6 far, the confequences are none 
of the beit. The Paffions are vp-in Arms, 
and there's a mughty Conteſt herween| Nu- 
ty, and Inclination. 'The Mind is over-run 
with Amuſements, and, commonly- good 
for nothing ſometime after. - erg es 
I dow'r ; {ay the Srage: Fells all before 
them, and diſables the whole. / Audience; 
"Tis a hard Battle where hone eſcapes, 
However, Thew Triumps and their 4r0+ 
pheys are. unſpeakable; - Neither need. we 
much wonder .at the: Matter... They greg 
dangerouſly: Prepar'd'' for Conquelt, and 
Empire., [There's Nature,- and Paſſion; 
and Life, jn-all-the Circumſtances of their 
Action. \ Their Declamation, their Mera 
their Geſtures, -and their .Equipage,- are 
very moving/and ſignificant; Now when 
the Subject 1s agreeable, a lively Repreſens 
tation, and a Paſhonate-way of Expreſſion 
make wild work, and have a ſtrange Force 
vpon the,Blood, and Temper, - - + / 
And then as for the General Strains of 
Courtſhip; there can be nothing more Pro+ 
fane and extravagant. The'Hero's Miſtreſs 
is 


- 
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The Concluſion, 
is 20 leſs than: his Deity. She diſpoſes of 
his Reaſon, preſcribes his Motions," and 


| Commands his Intereſt, What Soveraign 


pea, what Religious Addrefs, what 


I wen Ra are we peſter'd _ ? 
_ __ ad for s,and Adorations, 
lemn Occaſions. 7 Thus 


Love yr Devotion, Ceremony and Wor- 
ſhip, are Confounded ; And God, and' his 
Creatures treated both alike | Theſe Shreds 
of -DiſtraQtion are- often brought from the 


Play-Hogſe into Converſation: And thus 


the Sparts are taught to Court their Mi- 
ſtreſſes, in the ſame Language they fay 
their Prayers. 
A m_ Thing which I have to obje& 
the Stage 15 their encouraging Re- 
—_ Whiax iamore; Common'than Du- 
es:and Quarrelling in their Charaers of 
Figure ? Thoſe Pradtiſes which are- infa- 
mous in Reaſon, Capital in Law, and 
Pamnable 'in Religion, are the Creditof 
the 'Stage. Thus Rage and Reſentment, 
Blood and Barbarity, are almoft Deified : 
Pride goes for Greatneſs, and 'F:ends and 
Heros are mide' of the ſame Merral. To 
_ Inſtances were needleſs, nothing is 
more-frequent: - And in this reſpeCt the 


French Dramatifis have been to blame no 
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leſs than the Erg/iſh, And thus the Notion vi4. 
of Honour is 'miſtated, the Maxims of ite ci. 
Chriſtianity deſpiſed, and the Peaceof the £/""* © 


World 


Pompee, 


Moral 
Eſſays. 


The Concluſion, 
World diſturb'd. - I grant - this deſperate 
Cuſtom is no Original of the Stage. But 


then . was / not the Growth of it 


check'd ? I thought the Poer's buſineſs had 
not been to-back falſe Reaſoning and ill 
Praftiſe; and to fix us in Frenſy and- Mi- 
ſtake! Yes. They have done their endea- 
vour tocheriſh the Malignity, and keep 
the Diſorder in” Countenance. They have: 
made.it both the Mark; and the Merit -of 


a Maniof Honour ; andfcr it off with' C4 


lity, arid\Commendation. / But I have dif- 
cours'don this Subjetelfwhere, and there- 
fore ſhall purſue itno farther. | 


To draw towards an End. And here: 


muſt obſerve:that theſe rwo kter Excepti- 


ons are but Petty Miſmanagements withre- 


ſpe& to:the-Former.. And. when the beſt 
are thus.bad} what are;the'worſt ? What 
muſt barge of rhe _ foul _ 
ons; of all the Impudence in Language'and' 
Geſture.?? Can this Stuff .be-the Tacknadeg 
of Ladies 2's a Reading upon 'Vice {0 Ens 
tertaining,and do they love to ſee the Stews! 
Dtſjetted 'before:them?- One would think 
the Diſhonour-of: their own'Sex, the Dif= 
covery: of fo. much Lewdneſs,and the trea-; 
tirig Human Nature ſo very Coarſly, could: 
have little SatisfaQtion ut. Let us fer Con- 
ſcience alide,and throw the other World: 
our of the Queſtion : Theſe Intereſts are far 


the greatelt; but:not all. The Ladies have 
other 
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The Concluſion, 
other Motives to confine them. The Re- 
ſtrafnts of Decency,and the Conſiderations 
of Honour, are ſufficient to keep'them at 
Home. But hoping 'They will be juſt to 
themſelves I ſhall wave this unacceptable 
Argument. I ſhall only add, that a Surprize 

not to be Cenſured. Accidentsare no 


Faults. The ftriteft Virtue may ſometi 


ſtumble upon an 1 S;ghr. But Choice, 
Frequency,and ill Ground, conclude ftrong- 
ly for Inclination. To be affured of the in- 
offenſiveneſs of the Play is no more than a 
Neceſſary Precaution. Indeed the Players 
ſhould be generally diſcouraged. They 
haveno reliſh of Modeſty, nor any ſcruples 
upon the Quality of the Treat. The grofleſt 
Diſþ when *twill down is as ready as the 
Beſt.” To ſay Money is their Buſineſs and 
they muſt Lzve, is the Plea of Pick pockets, 

Hig h-way men. "Theſe later may as well 
pretend their Yocation for a Lewd praQtiſe 
as the other, But 

To give the Charge its due Compaſs : 
To comprehend the whole Audience, and 
take in the Motives of Religion. 

And here I can't imagine how we can 
reconcile ſuch Liberties with our Profefſi- 
on. Theſe Entertainments are as it were 
Litterally renounc*d in Baptiſm. They are 
the Vanities of the wicked World, and the 
Works of the Devil, in the moſt open, and 
emphatical Signification. What A” 
14s 
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® Ger. 6. bas Light with Darkneſs, and what - concord 


The Couciuſion, 


has Chrift with Belia!, Call you this Diver-= 
fion ?: Can Profaneneſs be ſuch an irreſifta- 
ble Delight ? Does the Crime of the Perfor- 
mance make the Spirit of the SatisfaQtion, 
and is:the Scorn of Chriſtianity the En- 
tertainment of Chriſtians ? Is it ſuch a 
P to hear the Scriptares burleſqu'd ? 
Is Ribaldry ſo very obliging, and Atheiſm 
ſo Charming a Quality ? Are we indeed 
willing to quit the Privilege of our Nature ; 


. to ſurrender our Charter of Immortality, 


and throw up the Pretences to another 
Life? It may be fo! But then we:ſhould 
do well to remember that Nothing is not 
in our Power. Our Deſires did not make 
us, neither can they unmake us. - But I 


hope our wiſhes are not ſo mean, and that _ 


we have a better ſenſe ofthe Dignity of our 
Beivg, Andif ſo, how can we be pleas'd 
with thoſe Things which would degrade 
usinto Brutes, which ridicule our Creed, and 
turn all our Expectations into Romarce, 
And after all, the Jeſt on't is, theſe Men 
would make us believe their deſign is Vir- 
tue and Reformation. In good time! They 
are likely to combat Vice with fucceſ: 
who deftroy the Principles of Good an 
Evil ! Take them at the beſt, and they do 
no more than expoſe a little Humour, and 
Formality. But then, as the Matter is 
manag'd, the CorreQtion is-much mow 
rnan 
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. the Plague. I 


| have let us alone. To exchange Virtue 
- for Behaviour is a hard Bargain. Is not 


The Concluſion. 


- than the Fault. They laugh at Pedaneyy, 


and teach Atheiſm, cure a Pimple, and give 
Ns with they ould 


lain Honeſty much better than Hypocri- 
well Dreſs'd ? What's Sight. good for 
without Subſtance ? What is a well Bred 
Libertine but a well bred Knave? One 
that can't prefer Conſcience to Pleaſure, 
without calling himſelf Fool:' And will 
{ell his Friend, -or his Father, if need be, 
for his Convenience. 
{In ſhort: Nothipg can be more difſer- 
viceable to Probity and Religion, than the 
management of the Stage. it cheriſhes 
thoſe Paſſions, and rewards thoſe Vices, 
which *tis the buſineſs of Reaſon to dif- 


4 countenance. It ftrikes at the Root of 


Principle, draws off the Inclinations from 
Virtue, and ſpoils good Education: Tis 
the moſt eff means to baffle the Force 
of Diſcipline, to emaſculate peoples Spirits, 
and Debauch their Manners. How many 
of the Unwary have theſe Syrexs devour'd? 


And how often has the beſt Blood been 


tainted, with this Infe&tion? Whar Diſ- 
appointment of Parents, what Confuſion 
in Families, and What Beggery in Eſtates 
have been hence occaſion*d? And which 
bs ſtill worſe, the Miſchief ſpreads dayly, 
and the Malgaity grows more — 


_ ——_—_— ————— 


The Concluſion, 

The Feavour works up towards Mz 
and will ſcarcely endure to- be: touch'd; 
And what hope.is there of Health 'whei 


the. Patient ſtrikes in with the Diſeaſe; }- 
Can 


and flies in the Face of the Remedy ? 


ion retrieve us? Yes, when: we don't þ 


deſpiſe it. But while our Notions are 
naught, our Zives will hardly;be others 
wiſe, What can the Aſſiſtance of the 
Church ſignify to thoſe who are more 
ready-to Rally the Preacher, than PraQtiſe 
the Sermon ? To thoſe who are overgrown 
with Pleaſure, and hardned in Ill Cuſtom ? 
Who have neither Patience to hear, nor 
Conſcienceto take hold of ? You may al 
moſt as well feed a Man without a Mouth, 
as give Advice where there's no diſpoſiti= 
on to receive it. "Tis true; aslong as 
there is Life there's Hope. . Sometimes 
the Force of Argument, and.the Grace of 
God, and the anguiſh of AﬀiQtion, may 


ftrike through 'the Prejudice, and make ; 


their way into the Soul.: - But theſe cir» 


cumſtances don't always meet, and then: 
the Caſe is extreamly dangerous; - For: FÞ 
this miſerable. Temper, we may thank the, 'Þ 


Stage in a great Meaſure : 'And therefore, 


if I miſtake not, They have the leaſt pre: Þ 
tence to Favour, and the moſt need of Res Þ 


pentance, of all Men Living. 


THE END. it 
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